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Welcome to the March 2011 edition!

The International Student Support Office has been caught in 
a whirl of second semester orientation, immigration advice 
and cultural events. We are all suffering grey winter skies at 
the moment but the crocus bulbs are poking their heads
through on our campus grounds so there is hope that Spring 
is around the corner! This is the South West though – so 
do prepare yourselves for whatever the weather still decides 
to throw at us. I’m sure I remember we had snow in March
last year! 

Although this term has been busy with events such as Chinese
New Year we are also looking to the future. We are already
looking towards next September and organising our Welcome
Week activities. Thanks to those international students who
applied to be part of the International Welcome Team. The
applications were generally fabulous and choosing the team
was very very difficult. To those who weren’t offered a place,
we will soon be looking for volunteers for our Global Chums
Scheme. More information on that will be coming soon to
your email.

Spring is also the time for lots of Bank Holidays in the UK. Bank
Holidays are national holiday days when almost all services and
shops are shut so be prepared. The University services, apart
from the library and Estate Patrol, will be closed on Good
Friday, Easter Monday and the May Bank Holidays. And don’t
forget that the country is also looking forward to a pretty big
Royal Wedding at the end of April. If you are living outside
campus why not see if there is a street party you can join in. If
you will be on campus – why not have your own celebration
in your flat! Whatever you do, we hope you have a great
Spring. 

Sue Lawrie, Amelia Mansfield, Ina Wang
International Student Support 

Sue Lawrie
International Student

Support Officer

Amelia Mansfield, Ina
Wang

International Student
Advisers
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International Student Support Office Exeter
Appointments only: 
Monday to Friday 10am-12noon and 2.00pm-4.00pm 
Appointments only for Cornwall

Drop in clinics, Guild Advice Unit:

Drop in clinics, St Luke’s:
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Forthcoming Festivals 
FEBRUARY   27 National Holocaust Memorial Day (Jewish)

MARCH 1 St David’s Day (Christian)
3 Maha Shivaratri – Great Shiva Night (Hindu)
8 Shrove Tuesday (Christian)
9 Beginning of Lent (Christian)
14 Nanakshahi (Sikh)
17 St Patrick’s Day
19 Purim (Jewish)
19 Holi (Hindu)
27 British Summer Time begins: put your 

clocks forward 1 hour!

APRIL 12 Rama Navami (Hindu)
18 First Day of Passover (Pesach)
22 Good Friday (Holiday in the UK)
23 St Georges Day (Christian)
24 Easter Sunday (Holiday in the UK)
25 Easter Monday (Holiday in the UK)
29 Royal Wedding (Holiday in the UK)
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Congratulations and thanks to everyone who was
involved in the planning of Chinese New Year. Over
2000 students, staff and local residents enjoyed the
event on campus on 5 February. This year the
celebrations were bigger, better and louder! Our 
aim was for everyone to eat, see, try, wear or make
something Chinese. Thank you to everyone who 
put in so much hard work in the preparing the event
and working on the day. It was a resounding success.
Have you seen the video? The link is at the bottom
of the University homepage: www.exeter.ac.uk Do
you have a cultural occasion you think we should be
celebrating? Why not contact us at isa@exeter.ac.uk 

CHINESE NEW YEAR 2011

• Tuesday 10.00am-12.00pm      • Wednesday 2.00pm-4.00pm

• Thursday 1.00pm-3.00pm 

• Friday 10.00am-12.00noon Student Advice Room 
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International work
placements and 
graduate vacancies
The new International Employer liaison
team within Employability and Graduate
Development  are building links with
international employers to find work
experience and graduate job vacancies
around the globe. All vacancies are listed 
on the University jobs portal website via
www.exeter.ac.uk/employability/
students/jobhunting

China job alerts
We are also planning to start an e-mail 
alert service for vacancies in particular
regions. We are going to pilot this service
from April with internships and graduate
opportunities in China (including Hong
Kong and Taiwan). If you would like to
receive job alerts for China please send 
an email from your Exeter email address 
to workabroad@exeter.ac.uk
with the subject line: china job alert.

Census 2011
On 27 March 2011

What is it and why do I have
to do it?

All people resident in the UK
are required to fill in a questionnaire called
the Census. Since 1801 a day has been
chosen every ten years for this purpose. 
It will ask everyone all kinds of questions –
about accommodation, work, language,
national identity and ethnic background,
educational qualifications and more. All to
help paint a true picture of today’s society
and identify the services people need in 
their neighbourhoods. Completing the 
census is straightforward and it is a legal
requirement. So please don’t ignore the
envelope that will be delivered to your
University accommodation or to your house
off campus. If you fail to fill in the census you
could be fined £1000. 

For more information about the Census see
www.2011.census.gov.uk/About-the-
2011-Census 

Oh What a Fool! 

For those of you not in the know, April
Fool’s Day is coming soon. 1 April is not 
a bank holiday but it is widely recognised
and celebrated as a day which tolerates
practical jokes and general foolishness. 

April Fool’s Day is generally marked by
hoaxes in the national press so watch out.

Previous April Fool classics have included
reports of spaghetti trees and flying
penguins!
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Disability support for exams –
don’t miss out
Were you aware that you may be eligible for exams
concessions if you have a disability, health condition
or temporary injury which affects your performance
in exams?

Examples of such concessions include:
Extra time
Rest breaks
Use of a computer
Use of a scribe

So, as an example, you may have a physical issue
which affects your writing ability – you could benefit
from having someone made available by the
university whom you can dictate your answers to.
Or you may experience fatigue due to a disability 
or health condition, and be able to get extra time 
in your exams.

There are a many other examples, so you can always
contact us at the Disability Resource Centre at
Exeter or the Accessibility Service at Cornwall if 
you are unsure whether you would be eligible.

To be able to get exams concessions, you need to 
have medical evidence (such as a doctor’s or hospital

letter) which supports you having these concessions.
You will need to bring that evidence in to us so 
that we can set up the support for you.

Just call our office on 01392 723880 (or email
disability@exeter.ac.uk) for an appointment with 
one of our advisors at Exeter, or call 01326 253629
for an appointment with an advisor on the Cornwall
campus.

You will need to have set this up with our advisor 
by the 1 April, in order to have concessions for this
Summer’s exams.  Don’t delay – many people leave
it until the last minute, and we cannot guarantee an
appointment if you call us on the deadline day.

If you have a temporary injury and want exams
concessions, you can take your medical directly 
to the Exams Office in Northcote House instead.

Don’t forget that deadline – 25 March!

You can also find a whole host of information about
disability support at university on our website.

Come and visit us online at
www.exeter.ac.uk/as/support/disability

Dictionaries are expensive to buy and heavy to
carry around so you may like to know you can
get many of them online. The latest edition of 
the Oxford advanced learner’s dictionary of
current English is now free online at
www.oxfordadvancedlearnersdictionary.com
and so is the Cambridge advanced learner’s
dictionary www.dictionary.cambridge.org –
this online resource also includes dictionaries 
of idioms, phrasal verbs and a Turkish-English
dictionary. 

The Oxford English Dictionary is the most
important English language dictionary. You can 
use the online version by following the links 
from the library catalogue and from the Electronic
Library. It provides the meaning, history, and
pronunciation of over half a million words and 
is regularly updated with new words. Oxford
Reference Online also contains a selection of
English Language dictionaries and reference.

Oxford Language Dictionaries Online are also 
now part of the Electronic Library. These
bilingual dictionaries cover French, German,
Italian, Russian and Spanish. French speakers 
may also be interested in the current trial (until 
3 April 2011) of two major French dictionaries 
(le Petit Robert and le Grand Robert) and the
French-English le Grand Robert et Collins.

If you are on campus you can also visit the Book
Lounge (this is currently at the end of the 900s 
books on level 0) where you will find specialist
Oxford Dictionaries, books on English language 
and grammar, as well as graded readers and 
‘Quick reads’. Other language dictionaries are
shelved with the literature sections (classmarks
800) on level 0.

If you need help finding any of these please ask 
at the Library.

Dictionaries online
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Exeter Respect 2011:
All Different, All Equal.
Saturday 4 and Sunday 
5 June 2011
Each year Exeter holds a huge
two day free festival of music,
arts, workshops, stalls, food,
displays, playdays in Belmont
Park. The University is a major
sponsor and last year we had a
number of stalls on the Sunday 
to raise money for Community
Action Summer Adventures. This
year we will be there for both
days and we’re looking for
volunteers and performers. If 
you want to be involved please
contact isa@exeter.ac.uk 

Global Gathering
Global Gathering meets every Thursday morning during term time 10am – 12 noon.
Harling, Pennsylvania Close, Exeter EX4 6DJ
Tel.01392 679759 or Mob.07952 183837 

This term has seen up to 20 ladies and gentlemen squeeze into Mike and Biddy’s living room and
kitchen for such diverse activities as discussing world politics, learning how to paint a china plate
and cooking recipes from around the world. We have made new, and deepened old, friendships.

We invite you to join us on Thursdays for an opportunity to practice English, visit a local home
near the University and make friends. For more details on our programmes “Open house for
International Men” which meets on alternate Thursday evenings and “Global Gathering” (for
international women – children welcome too!) which meets on Thursday mornings see
www.globalgatheringexeter.blogspot.com or www.openhouseexeter.blogspot.com

3 March – Try learning to cook some food from Eritrea
10 March – Illusions and tricks to impress your children
17 March – More tasty cooking – this time from Egypt
24 March – With the Royal wedding soon, we consider what makes a good marriage
31 March – Make up and beauty tips
7 April – Classic books for children in English
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DO YOU HAVE ITEMS YOU
NO LONGER REQUIRE? 

ARE THEY IN GOOD,
CLEAN CONDITION?

DON’T LET THEM GO TO LANDFILL BRING THEM 
TO GIVE & TAKE!

What is the Give and Take Event?

It is a way that you can give away items you no longer need to other students who can make

good use of them

Following very successful years in 2008, 2009, 2010 the first event of 2011 will be the

Student Give and Take Event, which will be held on MONDAY 14 MARCH 2011

in the Pippa Langston room at Cornwall House

Come and GIVE ITEMS 09.00 – 12.00 Come and TAKE ITEMS 12.30 – 15.00

Friends International

Friends International is a Christian
organisation. Through Friends International’s
hospitality scheme you can visit a local host
in their home for a meal. We also run a
programme of social events and trips,
including a Chocolate Fondue Night,
Chinese New Year celebrations, Easter
Party, and much more! All are welcome! 
For more information, contact Jenny

jenny.hudson@friendsinternational.org.uk

Africa Night
2011!

Celebrate all things African 
at Africa Night 2011, River
Church Saturday 19 March
from 7pm. Home Cooked
food, outfits, fantastic acts
and music and special guests. 

Your £5 registration fee will
be donated to Kondanani
Orphanage in Malawi
www.theriverchurch.tv/event
s/africa-nite-2011
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
SOCIAL PROGRAMME
Are you keen to meet new people and explore Exeter and the UK? Students and 
non students are welcome! You can buy tickets from INTO Reception, Stocker Road.
But don’t wait to buy tickets because they sell out fast! 

Paignton Zoo 14 May full day £20
Use your senses to discover the wild world that is Paignton Zoo! See the desert,
cross the savannah, explore the forest and trek through the tropics!

Paignton Zoo is a combined zoo and botanic garden that welcomes over half a 
million visitors a year. It is known to be one of the best in the UK and has rather 
an impressive collection of approximately 2,000 animals representing nearly 300
species. It also cultivates
approximately 1,600 different species
of plant! A registered educational
and scientific charity, Paignton Zoo
is committed to the highest

standards of animal husbandry and welfare,
to scientific research, education and the
breeding and conservation of rare and
endangered animal and plant species.  

April

9 Castles in Wales (MB)
16 Cornwall: from Watergate Bay to Padstow (MB)
22 Dartmoor National Park. Friday  (MB)
30 Oxford (MB)

May

2 Cornwall: Polzeath and Tintagel. Monday (MB)
7 Cornwall: Saint Ives and Saint Michaels Mount (MB)
14 Paignton Zoo – see below
21 Dartmouth to Salcombe Coast (MB)
28 Exmoor Coast and Dunster Castle (MB)

MB = Minibus trip. Minibus trips are generally on a Saturday unless otherwise stated.
Ticket prices vary according to location, but typically cost around £20 and can be
purchased from INTO Reception or Duryard. For more information on MB trips 
see the noticeboard opposite Reception in the new INTO building. 

6
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INTO News
Hey all and warm greetings from INTO

We have moved!

The new building sits at the heart of the University’s wider Forum
development project and is a fantastic advert for both INTO and 
the University of Exeter. Costing approximately £42million, the
centre offers a host of innovative features including a Learning
Resource Centre, large main lecture hall, and brand new IT suites. We also now
have for the very first time our own café selling drinks and snacks.  

The project follows the launch of the first block of INTO Exe accommodation 
based at Duryard in January. Combined, these new buildings offer a taste of what 
lies ahead, as INTO strives to provide a superior student experience in the years 
to come. So, if you have not already seen it, why not pop in and take a look for
yourselves. The new INTO centre is based on Stocker Road.

The next BIG Saturday day trip is to Paignton Zoo but there are lots of minibus 
trips for you to go on too. Spring is a great time to explore Devon and Cornwall 
so I hope to see lots of you on the trips. 

That’s all from me for now.  

Hope to see you soon, 

Jemma 
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International Students’ Council
Committee Elections
The ISC Committee Elections for the academic year
2011/2012 are coming up! Prior to this, we will be
having a Meet and Greet session with potential
candidates in the second week of March (week
beginning 7 March). This will be a good opportunity 
for you to find out more about what the ISC does and
how the ISC is run – so if you’re interested in running
for any of the positions mentioned below, please make
sure you come along and have a chat with the current
members of the committee!

Positions you can run for:

• President • Vice-President •General Secretary
• Academic Officer • Welfare Officer • Publicity

Officers (2) • INTO Representative • St. Luke’s
Representative • Postgraduate Representative

For more information, send us an email
iscexeter@googlemail.com, or alternatively, 
watch out for updates on our website
www.exeterguild.org/support/isc/about
and Facebook group www.facebook.com/#!/
group.php?gid=44373816625

NORWEGIAN, or simply interested 
in Scandinavian culture? 
This may be of interest:

ANSA (Association of Norwegian Students Abroad) has recently started a group here in
Exeter, ANSA Devon, where we aim to give Norwegian students the support and help
they may need. Not yet a member of ANSA? Go to www.ansa.no and join now.

Additionally, the Scandinavian Society is now a firmly established society with the intent 
of reaching out to all students curious about these fascinating cultures (most our members are not actually
Scandinavian). If you are Scandinavian, have an interest in the “Scandic” culture or just would love to be
involved in a really amazing environment, Scandc Soc is the place to be. The Scandic Soc organises events
with a twist of Scandic style. From having dinners to playing bowling or having squash tournaments.

Next upcoming event is a day trip to Bristol where we will meet all the Scandinavians from Bristol and Bath. 

Join us on Facebook for events and more information: 
ANSA Devon 
www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_170353312986470
Exeter Scandic Society
www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=159856883871

SOCIETY ANNOUNCEMENTS
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African and Caribbean Society
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/africancarribean

Arabic Society 
Rock the Kasbah held in the Postgrad Centre, Friday nights. World music 
at it’s best! www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/arabic

Asian Society
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/asian

Balkan Society 
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/balkan 

Basque Society
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/basque

Chinese Students and Scholars 
Association (CSSA)
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/cssa 
Apart from socials we can provide Chinese language intoductory lessons,
Chinese games, movies, handcraft, sories, cooking, China news etc. We are
open to Chinese and non Chinese students – all are welcome!
Contact President, Yuting Bai yb212@exeter.ac.uk

Erasmus Student Network
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/erasmusstudent 

French Society
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/frenchsoc 

Friends of Palestine
www.exeterguild.org 

German Society
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/german 

International Society
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/international

International Students Council
Welcome to Exeter! We hope you're having a wonderful time and are getting
involved in all the great things Exeter has to offer. However, sometimes you may
need some help or support- and this is what the ISC (International Students'
Council) is here for. We're from the Students' Guild (students' union) and we're
here to support and represent YOU. The ISC is run by students, for students.

Please get in contact with us. We're here to help make your time at Exeter as
trouble-free as possible!

Our office hours:
12-2 pm – Monday to Friday 
The GI Hub (behind the Long Lounge)
Devonshire House
email: iscexeter@gmail.com
facebook:
www.fhttp://www.exeterguild.org/content/78775/representation/isc

Irish Society
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/irish  

Italian Society  
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/italian/ 

Hispanic Society
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/hispanic 

Hong Kong Society
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/hongkong

Japanese Society 
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/japanese 

Jewish Society
www.exeterguild.org/jewishsoc 

Kazakhstan Society
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/kazakhstan

Kurdish Society
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/kurdish

Latin American Society 
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/latinamerica

Russian Society 
Are you Russian or studying/interested in Russian culture? 
Come and join the Russian Society. We offer the opportunity to mix with
other Russian speakers and Russian studying students, whilst showing you
the highlights of Exeter. Link to our website: exeter.russianstudents.net
Contact Yana Makoveeva - ym242@exeter.ac.uk or Kate Sukhanova -
es324@exeter.ac.uk.

Thai Society
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/thai

Turkish Society  
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/turkish

Vietnamese Society 
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/vietnamese

Welsh Society 
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/welsh

World Music Choir
The World Music Choir is a fun, friendly, non-auditioned choir, who sing
songs from different cultures all around the world. We rehearse every
Thursday from 4:30-6 in the M&D Room in Devonshire House. For more
information contact worldmusicchoir@yahoo.com 
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Faith Based Societies: 

Catholic Society
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/catholic 

ECU
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/ecu 

Islamic Society 
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/islamic 

Jewish Society
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/jewish 

Meditation and Buddhist
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/meditationbuddhist 

Methodist and Anglican
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/methodistandanglican 

NOOMA
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/nooma 

Pagan
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/pagancircle

Secular Society
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/secular 

Sikh
www.exeterguild.org/activities/societies/sikh 
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