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International Student Support Office Exeter

appointments only:  • 

monday to Friday 10am – 12noon and 2.00pm – 4.00pm
appointments only for Cornwall 
 

Welcome
Hello and Happy New Year!
We do hope you all had a good break over christmas and are 
excited about term two!
The New Year and Term two bring with them a new group of 
students. If you are one of these students then welcome and 
we hope you enjoy your time here at Exeter. If you have any 
questions don’t hesitate to get in touch with us. 
January can be quite a tough time emotionally and physically. 
Remember to look after yourself. Why not join in some of 
the free sports activities Jemma has organised through INTO? 
maybe now is the time to start a healthier eating plan?  There  
is an article later about a new food website. 
Our next big event on campus is chinese New Year on 
Saturday 4 February. It should be fantastic thanks to the 
great efforts and enthusiasm of the chinese Student Scholars 
Association. We look forward to seeing you at the party!  
www.exeter.ac.uk/chinesenewyear  
But please remember that chinese New Year isn’t a national 
holiday in the uK and 
you will be required 
to attend classes 
throughout the festival. 
Sue O’Hara, amelia 
Mansfield, Ina Wang, 
Suzanne aburagheb

International Student 
Support

International Student Support, Reception room 153, appointments rooms 
159-161 Northcote house. Tel: 01392 723041 and room A056 Peter Lanyon Building, 
cornwall campus Tel: 01326 723731  email: isa@exeter.ac.uk

www.as.exeter.ac.uk/support/international

cLOcKS gO 
FORWARd! 
at 01.00am on sunday 25 

March the whole country will be putting their clocks 

FORWaRD by one hour.  this indicates the start of 

British summer time (Bst). For more information 

click on http://wwp.greenwichmeantime.com/

jaNUaRY  23  chinese New Year  
(celebrations on campus on 4 February) 

 25 Burn’s Night (Scottish festival)
 27  National holocaust memorial day

FeBRUaRY 4  mawlid-al Nabi (muslim)
 14  Valentine’s day
 18  magha Puja (Buddhist)
 20  maha Shivaratri – great Shiva Night (hindu)
 21 Shrove Tuesday (christian)
 22  beginning of Lent (christian)

MaRCH  1 St david’s day (christian) 
 8 Purim (Jewish) 
 8 holi (hindu) 
 14 Nanakshahi (Sikh) 
 17 St Patrick’s day 
 25    British Summer Time begins: put your  

clocks forward 1 hour!

 

Drop in clinics:   • Tuesday 10.00am – 12.00pm guild Advice unit  
 • Wednesday 2.00pm – 4.00pm guild Advice unit
 • Thursday 1.00pm – 3.00pm guild Advice unit  
 • Friday 10.00am – 12.00 noon St Luke’s Students’ Advice Room

Forthcoming Festivals
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rEFrESH WEEK 23 – 28  January
introducing an amazing week of 
opportunities to make the most 
of being a student at exeter University. 
No matter how long you’ve been 
here it’s not too late to try something 
new or just have a go at something 
again. enjoy a week of taster sessions, 

volunteering, events, employability, housing, mini 
activities and trades fair. The refresh activities Fair 
on Friday 27 January is a must. all details will be 
published in the next edition of G Magazine. 

diversity Week
20 – 26 February  

Diversity Week is an event organised by the 

international students’ Council (isC) and various 

societies around campus. the week will be 

packed with cultural events and workshops. last 

year’s event was lots of fun so keep watching your 

emails for further news! 

The 2012 Exeter International Cook Off!

ever wanted to show off your cooking skills? 
Well now you can!!

Next month studentcooking.tv are hosting the 2012 

exeter international cook off and are looking for students 

to take part. they are looking for several teams of 1 – 2 

people per team to cook a dish from their home country. 

The cook off will be fi lmed and then be shown on 

studentcooking.tv!

the whole thing will take about 3 – 4 hours and be a fantastic 

opportunity for anyone who enjoys cooking! so to sign up or 

fi nd out more email rob@studentcooking.tv

Santa visited Exeter!
Our second annual 
christmas day lunch went 
so well this year that even 
Santa made an appearance! 
We know that christmas 
can be an odd time, 
especially if you are far away from home so 
it was great that over 90 students bought 
tickets for the day. They enjoyed a full 
christmas lunch with mulled wine, gifts and 
entertainment. As one student said ‘It was 
truly wonderful to see about a hundred students 
turning up on the day and I really enjoyed 
chatting and sharing the joy of Christmas with 
them!’. 
don’t forget to put it 
in your diary for next 
year if you will be 
with us.
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Visas for Europe
Are the January greys getting you down? Are you planning a visit to 

Europe for Easter? don’t forget that you might need a Schengen visa 

to visit Europe and these take time to get. Read our online help page 

and come to a drop in session to ask questions if you need to!

Working after your studies 
as many of you know, the Government has announced that tier 
1 (Post-study Work) will be abolished in april 2012. Until then, 
it is still possible to apply under this scheme both in the UK and 
outside the UK. Please read our website for more information. 
Remember, you can only apply for a PsW before april if you 
have received a UG or PG award from a UK institution within 
the last 12 months. 

If you fi nish your course after Tier 1 (Post-Study Work) has been 
abolished, you might still be able to stay for work under Tier 2 
or Tier 5.

•  Tier 2 for jobs where no one in the resident labour market can 
be recruited, and occupations where there is a shortage of 
qualifi ed workers. This replaced work permits and some other 
work routes from 27 November 2008. Please note that ISSO 
cannot provide detailed information about Tier 2 and how to 
apply under it. If you have a prospective employer, you should 
ask them. If they cannot help, you should seek legal advice.

•  Tier 5 for a stay of up to two years in the uK for work. There 
are many different schemes within Tier 5, so you need to check 
if you meet all the requirements of one or more of them. 
You cannot make a Tier 5 application in the uK if you have 
Tier 4 immigration permission, so you will have to return to 
the country where you usually live and make an entry clearance 
application there

unfortunately at the moment there are no application forms 
available on the web but please keep checking the uKBA site 
for more information. 

Student’s Guild needs you!
Nominations for the sabbatical 
elections will be open from the start 
of term (9 jan) until 27 january – subject to visa 
conditions many international students can still run 
for student offi ce, and the sabbatical Offi cer posts 
are open to all students. We’ve had some great 
international student candidates in the past few 
years, and we’d love to continue to encourage and 
support international students to take part in student 
elections! www.exeterguild.org/elections/

New Year, Healthy eating and save money!

many of us make New Year’s resolutions. do yours 
include eating more healthily or watching your budget? 
Are you bored of your the meals you cook every day? 

A new website might be able to help you do both! 
www.studentcooking.tv will show you easy to 

follow recipes and cheap eats. 
Why not try a vegetarian chilli or 
maybe a lamb tagine. 

Have a go it’s really not that hard! 

We have already made a couple of Exeter fi lms 
so why not watch them too? See page two for 
more information on 

The 2012 Exeter International Cook Off!
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Housing Fair:  
17 January 11am – 3pm, 
great hall  
come along and get lots of information on your housing 
options for 2012/13 including university accommodation, 
student specialist providers in the local area such as unite  
and Opal and also private sector options with local landlords. 
There will also be information on recycling and refuse 
collection, gas and fire safety, plus relevant staff from the 
university and Students’ guild services who can help make 
your housing search a little easier and for you to know who  
to contact if you have any issues once you move in. 

Explore The university Library 
And Win A Prize!
Building work at the University library is nearing completion 
and all three floors have re-opened for use with more computer 
clusters and separate areas for group or quiet study. the entrance 
to the library is still at the back of the building until the Forum 
opens in the spring, when the new extension to the library will 
also be ready for use. Books have now been moved back to level 
0, which has been closed since the summer.  

the collection in the Main library has now been re-organised in a 
more logical numerical sequence following the classification scheme; 

•  On level -1 (the lower floor) you will find books with classmarks 
from 000-399 (computing, philosophy and psychology, religion and 
social sciences)

•  On level 0 (the middle floor) you will find books with classmarks 
400-829 (language, science, technology, art, english and american 
literature), together with collections of bibliographies and reference 
works

•  On level +1 (the top floor) you will find books with classmarks 
from 830-999 (modern languages and literature, geography and 
history)

We will be organising tours of the Main library throughout the year. 
the tours run at 18:00 Monday to Friday and at 14:00 on saturdays 
and sundays. they last for approximately 30 minutes, and there is 
a maximum attendance of five people. students need to sign up in 
advance for a tour, at the desk on level -2 (entrance level) of the Main 
library.

if you want to try our library treasure Hunt you could win an amazon 
book voucher for £30. if you would like to be entered for the prize 
draw please return your answer sheet to the library services desk by 
Friday january 20 – please write your name and email address at the 
top of the form so that we can contact you if you are lucky!

Living in the community 
Have you just moved into private accommodation 
in the city? Rory Cunningham, our Community 
liaison Officer and the Community Wardens have 
written a great guide to help you with important 
issues. You will also receive a visit from one of 
the Community Wardens to find out how you are 
getting on!
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STAYINg WITh A BRITISh 
FAmILY (hOST) 
hOST visits are a fantastic way of spending 

a weekend with a British family and experiencing British culture for 

yourself outside the university. hOST visits are free but you will  

be required to pay an application fee of £42.30 to hOST. For  

more information visit www.hostuk.org

Inviting family and friends  
to Graduation 
Graduation might seem like a long way away but i’m sure your 

parents are already thinking about it! if your family need to apply for 

a visitor visa to come to your graduation please read our  

online guide. 

Join our Focus group and 
get some free cake! 
We have produced the same information for 
international students starting at the university 
for a number of years and we think it’s time for a revamp. if you 
would like to help us, you are your first year at exeter (UG or PG) 
and are available on Wednesday 25 january from 2 – 4pm please 
email s.o’hara@exeter.ac.uk before 20 january to book a place. 

FRIENdS INTERNATIONAL 
Friends International is a christian organisation. Through Friends 

International’s hospitality scheme you can visit a local host in their 

home for a meal. We also run a programme of social events and  

trips, including a chocolate Fondue Night, chinese New Year 

celebrations, Easter Party, and much more! All are welcome! For  

more information, contact Jenny hudson at  

jenny.hudson@friendsinternational.org.uk

new online skills resource:  
skills for referencing
“ i want to 
know how to 
paraphrase.”

“ How do i include 
a quote in my 
essay?”

“ How do i 
bring together 
information from more than one source?”

“ What does Harvard referencing look like  
in practice?”

“ What are the common mistakes with referencing  
that i need to avoid?”

if you’d like to find out the answers to these and  
other typical questions about referencing, take a 
look at our new online skills resource on ele,  
skills for Referencing.
  
to find it just click on the student Resources tab  
and choose Undergraduate skills.

Here you will find plenty of good advice and 
practice activities to help you. this resource  
was created by academic skills advisers from 
education enhancement and academic support 
Consultants from the library.
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the University of exeter Graduate school of education is organising a free storytelling event at exeter 
Central library, celebrating stories from around the world. all the details are below. the stories are 

suitable for children aged four upwards and the young at heart!  

around the World in story 
A university of Exeter exetreme imagination event 

28 January 2012 10am – 4pm 
Exeter central Library 

The World Stories project is a project run by Kids Out charity, funded by Esmee Fairbairn Foundation. The 
project is based on the idea that stories are really important. They can help us understand each other and learn 

about other cultures, and they can help us celebrate our own traditions and culture. 

Most of all they are fun! 

Throughout the day, the stories from the World Stories project www.worldstories.org.uk 
will be read or told in English, and sometimes in the first language. The stories will be told by local authors and 
storytellers, and university of Exeter students and staff, celebrating the international cultures of the university 

and celebrating cultural diversity in the city. 

this event comes at the start of National storyteling Week. 

10.00am – 11.00am 
Staff and students of the university of Exeter – Story medley 

11.00am – 12.00pm 
Ellen Renner – Stories from china 

12.00pm – 1.00pm 
Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies – Stories from Arabia 

1.00pm – 2.00pm 
The global centre – Stories from around the World 

2.00pm – 3.00pm 
Abimbola gbhemi Alao –  Yoruba Stories 

3.00pm – 4.00pm 
Staff and students of the university of Exeter, featuring storyteller david heathfield
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For those of you who don’t know me, my name is Jemma and I am the Social Programme 
co-ordinator for INTO.  I am really excited by this term’s line-up of events and look 
forward to welcoming both INTO and non-INTO students! 

Please find below a selection of some of my favourites coming up. Further information and 
more events can be found online at www.exeter.ac.uk/news/events/studentevents   
I also have noticeboards in the INTO building opposite the reception desk and in the café 
which are updated weekly with my events and lots more besides. INTO students, please 
also check your accommodation noticeboards and your emails. Non INTO students just 
pop in and see us!

The Olympics are coming…..

In honour of the Olympics coming being hosted in the uK this year, the social programme gives you the 
opportunity to try out some of the events on 29 January 1 – 2pm at the Sports Park. For our first session we 
will be trying athletics, badminton and basketball. Novice and experienced players welcome! 

Join me and wonderful coach Sonya for what is sure to be a great afternoon full of sporting fun!!
the event is free, but places are limited. Sign up at the INTO reception to guarantee your place!

Future dates: 26 February and 18 march 

INTO NEWS

day trips:
 28 january
 Wells and Clarks village
 Tickets £15 
 on sale NOW from INTO Reception

 25 February
 eden Project with ice skating
 Tickets £20
 on sale 30 January from INTO Reception  
 21 april
 Paignton Zoo
 Tickets £15
 on sale 5 march from INTO reception

Finally:
Making a return this term is the 

ExEtEr Survival GuidE

BiGGeR and BetteR than ever before! 

We also have cream teas, pizza nights, 
film showings and so much more 
coming up! so yes, do keep an eye out!
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STudENT guILd SOcIETIES  
There are over 150 Students guild Societies set up, run by and for students for you to join. don’t worry if you missed out during signing up to a 

particular society during the Activities Fair in Welcome Week – you can do this at any point in the year. Just contact them via the guild website.   

here is a selection of the international and faith based societies on offer. 

If you work for a society why not publicise your events with us? The next text deadline is 14 November. 

arabic society

asian society

Bulgarian

Catholic 

Channel islands

Chinese students and scholars 
association (Cssa)

eCU

erasmus 

european society 

French society

Firends of Palestine

German society 

Greek and Greek Cypriot society 

Hispanic society

Hong Kong society

international society 

international students Council

irish society

islamic

italian socity 

japanese society

jewish society

Kazakhstan society

Kurdish society

latin american society

Malaysian society

Methang (Methodist and anglican)

Nigerian society 

NOOMa

Portuguese 

Russian society 

saudi society

scandic society 

singaport society

thai society

turkish society 

Unicef on Campus

vietnamese society

Welsh society

West slavic

World Music Choir

The World music choir is a fun, 
friendly, non-auditioned choir, who 
sing songs from different cultures 

all around the world. We rehearse 
every Thursday from 4:30-6 in the 
m&d Room in devonshire house. 
For more information contact 
worldmusicchoir@yahoo.com

FaitH BaseD sOCieties: 

Catholic society

http://www.exeterguild.org/activities/
societies/catholic/ 

eCU

http://www.exeterguild.org/activities/
societies/ecu/ 

islamic society

http://www.exeterguild.org/activities/
societies/islamic/ 

jewish society

http://www.exeterguild.org/activities/
societies/jewish/ 

Meditation & Buddhist

http://www.exeterguild.org/activities/
societies/meditationbuddhist/ 

Methodist & anglican

http://www.exeterguild.org/activities/
societies/methodistandanglican/ 

NOOMa

http://www.exeterguild.org/activities/
societies/nooma/ 

Pagan

http://www.exeterguild.org/activities/
societies/pagancircle/ 

secular society

http://www.exeterguild.org/activities/
societies/secular/ 

sikh

http://www.exeterguild.org/activities/
societies/sikh/ 
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