
  

 

 

University of Exeter 

Undergraduate Poster Competition 2016 guidance 
 

The Undergraduate Poster Competition is a chance to celebrate the research undertaken by students 

at the University. We warmly invite students from all disciplines to take part in the competition, which 

will see all submitted work displayed in a 3 day exhibition on 28th-30th November, with separate 

events on our Streatham and Penryn campuses. 

 

After judging by a panel, two posters will be nominated to share their research at the Houses of 

Parliament in late winter/early spring 2017, at a national event attended by numerous UK 

universities. While the competition is open to all students, to be considered for nomination to the 

Parliament event, posters must be on research done in the final year of undergraduate study.  

 

All posters must be submitted by 12noon on Friday 18th November through MyCareerZone. University 

staff will print and prepare every poster for exhibition on each campus. 

 

What counts as research? 

We will accept the following list of activities as being suitable content for entry: 

 Independent research completed as part of an undergraduate dissertation or assignment 

 Research completed as part of research internship at the University of Exeter 

 Research completed as part of a work placement integral to an undergraduate course 

 Enterprise activity focused on social, economic or market research 

 Research completed as work done towards Grand Challenges 

 Any research findings of a Students as Change Agents project, even if this is not yet 

complete. 

This list is not exhaustive and can also include any other extra-curricular activity so long as it has a 

clear focus on research and was completed at the University of Exeter. If you are uncertain as to 

whether your work counts as research or not, please contact Jake Hibberd.  

 

What is a research poster?  

Research posters are widely used in the academic community, and most conferences include poster 

presentations in their programme. Posters summarise information or research concisely and 

attractively to help publicise it and generate discussion.   

 

The poster is usually a mixture of a brief text mixed with tables, graphs, pictures, and other 

presentation formats. At a conference, the researcher stands by the poster display while other 

participants can come and view the presentation and interact with the author.  

 

What makes a good poster?  

 Important information should be readable from about 10 feet away 

 Title is short and draws interest 

 Word count of about 300 to 800 words 

 Text is clear and to the point 

 Use of bullets, numbering, and headlines make it easy to read 

 Effective use of graphics, colour and fonts 

 Consistent and clean layout 

 Includes acknowledgments, your name and institutional affiliation 
 

http://www.bcur.org/about/posters-in-parliment/
https://mycareerzone.exeter.ac.uk/Form.aspx?id=453897
mailto:%20j.hibberd@exeter.ac.uk


  

 

 

 

Our exhibition will remain in pace for 3 whole days. It will also be open to everyone using the Forum 

and Exchange Buildings, so will be seen by students, staff, and visitors from a variety of backgrounds 

and with possibly no knowledge of your background discipline.  

 

While we may invite you to attend a short event to open the exhibition, you should note that you will 

not be able to stand with your poster for the duration of the exhibition, as you might do at a poster 

session within a conference. You should consider how visitors will interact with the design and 

content differently without you present to answer questions. You should also consider how to make 

your research more accessible to those outside of your research area, but without compromising the 

academic quality of your poster.  

 

 

Where do I begin? What help is there? 

Your poster should address three key 

questions for anyone engaging with it: 

1. What is the most 

important/interesting/astounding 

finding from your research project? 

2. How can you visually share your 

research with others? Should you 

use charts, graphs, photos, images? 

3. How can you structure and phrase 

your work so it is accessible for as 

many visitors to the exhibition as 

possible? 

 

Lots of Exeter students do not get chance to adapt their research into poster format as part of their 

course. We will be hosting a few workshops throughout the competition to help you get to grip with 

the basics, but also to try out some of these things for yourself. If you wish to attend one of these 

sessions, you must book a place via MyCareerZone.  

 

There are also lots of other online resources available to help you create a good research poster; a 

simple internet search will show lots of results. For example Pennsylvania State University has 

produced the following resource: 

http://www.personal.psu.edu/drs18/postershow/  

 

How to enter the competition 

Students are able to submit their posters into the competition up until 12noon on Friday 18th 

November. All submissions must be made using the online submission form on MyCareerZone (login 

required).  

 

Posters must be in A0 Portrait. The posterboards will not accommodate landscape at this size and we 

do not have the space to use more than one board per poster, so landscape posters will be rejected. 

Your poster must also be submitted as a PDF file and cannot be larger than 10MB.  

 

Please note that your poster must fulfil the competition terms and conditions; you can familiarise 

yourself with these on our website before you enter the competition.  

https://mycareerzone.exeter.ac.uk/students/events/search?query=research+posters&eventType=&campus=
http://www.personal.psu.edu/drs18/postershow/
https://mycareerzone.exeter.ac.uk/Form.aspx?id=453897
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/academic-skills-engagement-team/student-engagement/posters/criteria/

