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FURTHER SUPPORT

During the academic year there will be a range of activities and events 
provided by the different services within the University and Students' 
Guild, including: 

n   Pop-up advice sessions with the Residence Life Team, Student 
Community Wardens and Students’ Guild Advice team. 

n   An Accommodation Fair, with private landlords and purpose-built 
student accommodation providers.

Check the Accommodation and Students' Guild websites and social 
channels for further information. 

STUDENTPAD

Free online accommodation search
Register with Studentpad to see what private accommodation  
is available to rent in Exeter, including houseshares, rooms for rent  
and purpose-built student accommodation.

You can search for a private property, contact landlords, arrange viewings 
or connect with other students who are also looking for accommodation.

n   View a wide range of accommodation types (short and long-term lets)

n   Search by accommodation type, number of bedrooms, weekly rent 
price or location

n   Property listings are updated throughout the year

n   Register for free to receive property alerts based on your search 
criteria.

ACCOMMODATION
AFTER YOUR FIRST YEAR 



Purpose-built student accommodation provides:
n  High quality accommodation

n   Range of room types including: 
standard, en-suite and studio

n  All-inclusive rents

n   On-site facilities, e.g. gym, cinema, 
social space

n   Ability to apply as an individual or a 
group

Private landlord and letting agent accommodation provides: 
n  Independent living

n  Smaller properties 

n  Range of rents and locations

n   The experience of managing your 
living expenses

n   An opportunity to be part of a local 
community with support provided by 
the University Community Wardens

ACCOMMODATION  
AFTER YOUR FIRST YEAR 
Looking for private accommodation can be daunting, so take your time and 
consider all your options. To help, we've created this brief guide offering 
advice on what you should think about before signing on the dotted line.

ADVICE

If you need advice about housing you can contact:

n     Guild Advice   
exeterguild.org/advice/housing

n     CAB  
citizensadvice.org.uk/housing

 
 

n     How to rent guide  
gov.uk/private-renting

n     Shelter – private renting section  
england.shelter.org.uk/housing_
advice/private_renting

You can find out more about accommodation after your first year here: 
exeter.ac.uk/accommodation/privatehousing/afterfirstyear

The best option for you will depend on price, place,  
people and paperwork.

PRICE

Accommodation prices and contract lengths  
vary. Establish early on how much you can  
afford per week. It's key to know your  
budget and understand what's included in the 
weekly rent – remember, bills aren't always 
covered. If you’re using a letting agent check  
their terms and conditions. 

PLACE

The areas closest to campus are very popular – 
but if you look just a few minutes further away,  
the accommodation is likely to be cheaper  
(and you may also find bigger and nicer  
properties by looking slightly further afield).

PAPERWORK

Legal language can be intimidating and  
confusing but remember that signing a contract 
is a long-term financial commitment. Don’t rush 
into it before you understand and are happy with 
all the information. In shared houses, you’ll typically 

have a joint contract, whereas in private halls each 
flatmate will normally have an individual contract 
– make sure you understand what you’re agreeing 
to. Before you sign anything, take a look at the 
Housing Contract Guide and get in touch with 
the Guild Advice if you have any specific questions.

PEOPLE

If you’re planning to live in shared 
accommodation, take time and think about  
your own personality and preferences when  
it comes to daily living. Sharing the same  
space with other people 24/7 is very different  
to having someone visit for a few hours. 

Remember that a good flatmate may have 
different personality traits and habits to a good 
friend so look beyond your friendship bond – are 
you compatible when it comes to keeping a shared 
space tidy, waking hours and other daily habits?  
If you and your friends have different budgets or 
are looking for very different living experiences,  
it may be better not to live together.


