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[bookmark: _Toc67985636]Introduction 
Thank you for recruiting an intern through the University of Exeter. The purpose of this guide is to provide you with useful tips and guidance for working with your interns. The guide will cover ideas and approaches to internships, to ensure that all involved get the most out of the opportunity. 
[bookmark: _Toc67985637]Internships programme overview 
The University of Exeter has special programmes to help organisations in the South West recruit students and graduates. You will have recruited your intern through one of the following schemes:
Student Business Partnership (SBP) helps SW organisations recruit students who can work part-time during term-time, or more hours during the vacation period. 
Student Campus Partnership (SCP) helps the University of Exeter recruit students who can work part-time during term-time, or more hours during the vacation period. 
Graduate Business Partnership (GBP) helps the University of Exeter and other SW organisations recruit a graduate to work full-time. 
Access to Internships (A2I) help Exeter students and graduates secure paid internships, with the support of employer subsidies or student grants provided by the University. 
Green Consultants (GC) help organisations recruit students to work on one week sustainability projects.
Professional Pathways (PP) help organisations recruit students to work on one week projects in Art, Culture and Heritage; Charity and Development; Data Analytics; International Trade; and Marketing.
[bookmark: _Toc67985638]Benefits of providing an internship 
There are many benefits to employing an intern as they are:
· Enthusiastic to start their careers and make a difference in your business
· Intelligent, quick to learn and work at pace.
· Respectful and keen to learn from your experience 
· Approaching your business with fresh eyes, bringing new thoughts and ideas and often a young person’s perspective.
· Bringing the most up to date learning of their subject.
· Ambitious and want to build their experience to progress in their careers.
 Providing an internship can help your business to:
· Focus on a project you haven’t previously found the resource to do.
· Test out a new longer-term role.
· Develop a partnership with the University of Exeter
[bookmark: _Toc67985639]Scoping out your internship
It is important that the intern has a clear understanding of what you expect from them. In the initial advertised job description you may have laid out the responsibilities and duties of the role but since then, circumstances may have changed. If this is the case, you may want to add or alter the scope of your project/role before you meet the intern. Be sure to communicate any changes clearly with your intern, so that they understand the role they are taking on.
[bookmark: _Toc67985640]Before the Internship begins
It is likely the first time you meet your intern will be at the interview or when the University of Exeter introduces you to your matched student. At this point it would be helpful if you could provide some information the intern will need to prepare for the internship:
· Working hours and patterns.
· Work location. 
· Start date
· Agree your next contact and method.
· Travel advice to get to your workplace (where applicable).
· Dress code for your workplace. Even if your intern is working remotely, they will likely be participating in virtual meetings and it is therefore important that they dress properly and conform with your organisational expectations.
· Food and drink information. Where applicable, please advise whether interns will have access to food outlets near your workplace, or if they should bring their own lunch etc.
· Updates on job role or project and organisation since interview. 
In “normal” circumstances i.e. when social distancing is not a factor, even for remote workers we encourage interns and employers to meet in person where possible. As our current circumstances dictate that this may not be a possibility, please do try and ensure that you have a “face to face” meeting with your intern at some point during their internship. Although we appreciate that it’s not quite the same, putting a face to a name, even via Teams/Zoom etc. can really help to build working relationships and encourage more productive working. 
[bookmark: _Toc67985641]Induction
Most interns have some work experience, but this will likely not be extensive experience of working in a professional environment and like many more experienced professionals, they probably won’t have much (if any!) experience of working remotely. For the intern that will be working with you, we ask you to consider the following induction issues, and discuss with your intern, as relevant:
· Workplace orientation.
· Introductions to colleagues - highlighting who the intern will be collaborating with.
· ‘Right to Work’ evidence. All interns participating in a University of Exeter managed internship scheme will have the Right to Work in the UK for the duration for the internship.
· Health and safety. (Please see section on top tips for remote working for further guidance on e.g. working safely with display screen equipment at home).
· IT access. (Please see section on top tips for remote working for further guidance on equipment and technology when working at home).
· Company policies and procedures.
· Support and training- especially who to go to for information and guidance.
You can complete your own induction or you are welcome to use our Internship Induction Checklist‌.
[bookmark: _Toc67985642]Setting SMART objectives 
Once you have discussed the scope of the project you will want to establish the objectives that you want the intern to achieve in their time with you. Setting SMART objectives will make it clear to the intern what you are expecting of them:
· Specific – What exactly do you want the intern to achieve? Is there any chance it could be misinterpreted? Consider asking the intern to explain the project to you as they have understood it, to check that you are “on the same page”.
Measurable – What criteria will be used to measure the success of the project/the intern’s role in this? Time saved? Hits on the company website? Revenue generated? 
· Achievable – Is the project achievable in terms of resources, knowledge, experience and time? Taking into account possible constraints, how can the intern’s own objectives for the project be accomplished?
· Relevant – How does the project align with the company’s goals? Whether they are working on part of a wider project, or a standalone piece of work, explain to your intern the overall impact of their work and how this feeds the company strategy.  
· Time-based – Ensure the project has a completion date and interim deadlines, where necessary. 
[bookmark: _Toc67985643]Monitoring work and performance
When monitoring work content and managing performance, we recommend you regularly ask the intern about the following key areas:
· A summary of what they have been working on, including how long they have spent on it.
· What is going well?
· Any concerns and their ideas on how to resolve these.
· Information or decisions needed from you/others in your organisation.
We recommend that the intern meets with their line manager regularly. Previous interns have suggested daily meetings in the first week, then once every 2 weeks after this.
You can create your own performance indicators or you are welcome to use our Internship Performance Development Review.
[bookmark: _Toc67985644]Top Tips for managing your remote working intern 
Working remotely is now more common than it has ever been. We recognise that this is an opportunity not afforded to all, and is considered a position of trust. The fact that your intern may not be seeing you in person each day will bring both pluses and minuses to your working style and relationship. We have compiled “10 top tips for remote working” to help you manage what may still be a relatively (or completely!) new way of working for you both; though much of this is relevant even to more “conventional” workplace settings!
1. Create a work space 
Interns are encouraged to create a dedicated workspace to approach working from home in an organised and efficient manner. If their home does not have a separate home office, we advise using a well-lit and ordinarily little-used space in their home that can provide them with enough room for their equipment and resources, ideally away from their rest areas.
They may be sharing their home with their family or flatmates so a protected work space may not be easy. Some ideas they could use to facilitate productive home-working include: using headphones; having a sign on their room door or laptop ‘please do not disturb until …’;  building in regular breaks to play with the children in the household or agreeing with others not to use domestic appliances during a certain time period. 
As an employer please ensure that your intern is abiding by this working safely with display screen equipment guidance.  If your intern has a disability we ask that you please consider making reasonable adjustments.
2. Equipment and technology
The intern will need to discuss with you the equipment and technology they need to work remotely. Employers usually provide interns with this and the support they need to access the right systems e.g. shared inboxes and cloud file storage such as MS One Drive or Trello. 
The intern will also need to ensure they can access the right communication platforms such as Skype for Business; Cisco Webex Meetings; Meeting Owl; Google Hangouts Meet; Zoom; MS Teams and GoToWebinar.
We advise interns to be prepared for technology not working. They should consider whether their broadband has sufficient bandwidth and if where they plan to sit has good enough Wi-Fi strength. Maybe your company could provide a dongle to provide wireless or mobile broadband? If they lose connection, could they set up a What’s App Team group with you so that they can still communicate with you and provide updates in the event of signal problems?
3. Agreeing clear expectations
We encourage interns to agree with you:
· When they are available to work and when they will be working.
· How they will stay in touch and who will organise this.
· When their work will be set and reviewed.
· How their performance will be measured and managed.
· Where their work will be stored and who has access to it.
· When they will be taking breaks and how they will communicate this with others. Maybe they could enter their working hours in their signature; add an ‘out of office’ message on their email; enter their working hours on a shared team calendar. 
· Who they should contact if they have any problems or if their circumstances change.
4. Getting motivated and being productive 
We encourage interns to follow these 3 steps to get motivated and stay productive:
A) Strategize - What do they want to achieve and why? What is the driver or motivation behind this? Set a goal and make a list of objectives, then break them down into a list of manageable tasks. Interns’ motivation is increased when they understand the bigger picture.
B) Focus - Quantify how long each task takes and book it into their schedule. To prioritise, we must work on the tasks that have the nearest deadline and are deemed to have the highest importance. To establish what the highest-importance activities are, interns are asked to consider:
· What are their own responsibilities and duties?
· What are their contributions to team duties?
· What is the impact of the work?
· Who requested the work to be undertaken? How important are they to the business and the intern’s own career e.g. senior position; new customer; loyal customer.
· When was it requested?
· Who is the work being produced for? 
· Who is leading on the work?
· Who do they need to collaborate with and what is their availability?
· How long does the work take to complete?  
· How can the work be undertaken? Do they know how to undertake the work or does it require additional learning? Have they got access to the right information and systems?
Most people create a long ‘To Do’ list, but once they have decided on their priorities they can create a ‘Must Do Today’ list. If they receive a lot of new emails that distract them from their list, perhaps they could consider checking their emails twice a day to see if they need to re-prioritise their day. Would that be ok for you? Try and keep the structure of the day simple. Perhaps you could ask to hear their ‘Must Do Today’ list and check in to see if they have completed it?
C) Commit - Have they completed everything on the ‘Must Do Today’ list? If not, reflect upon why this hasn’t worked. Is their strategy still correct? Did they prioritise correctly? Did they allocate enough time to each task they booked in? Perhaps they are procrastinating and working on the easy hits rather than the priorities? If so, maybe they should ‘eat the frog’ or deal with the most challenging task of their day first?
Maybe they need to work on a new daily routine? Did they feel ready for a day of work by waking up on time, getting washed and dressed; exercising; having breakfast and ticking off one or more home-life priorities before they started work? Creating a new morning routine can be their ‘fake commute’.  
Do they need to build in energisers during the day? A quick stretch, breath of fresh air and a healthy snack can help them press the reset button.
A good way to stay motivated is to spend a moment at the end of the day looking at everything they have achieved that day and seeing how completing some urgent tasks has helped them get one step closer to achieving their goals. Maybe you would like to hear these daily achievements?
Working from home is not all about challenge. We recommend that interns reflect upon the positives it brings. For example, they have a flexible job; they can make a cooked lunch and they can avoid the daily commute. Appreciating the good things in life will help them feel more motivated.
University of Exeter student and vlogger Ruby Grainger has some great top tips on being productive, especially when managing work and study commitments.
5. Communication adjustments 
Developing and maintaining good working relationships between you and colleagues requires a change in communication styles when working remotely. As mentioned above, we encourage interns to be accountable for when they are working.
Interns should be mindful that their colleagues will have conflicting demands on their time when working at home, so it is best to check when they are available to communicate. It’s good to respect the boundaries people set. 
People may be under pressure and thus helping others, including by being kind and generous with their words, will be appreciated. Perhaps the intern could instigate a virtual ‘water cooler’ chat to connect with colleagues in a non-work way. 
6. Virtual meetings
Interns should:
· Get ready in advance with their technology and agenda items.
· Consider colleagues in other time zones when they set meetings.
· Remember to switch on their camera; blur their background (or choose a suitable location) and consider their non-verbal communication. 
· Invite others in to give their thoughts and ideas. Be specific and ask people by name, otherwise everyone could start talking at once.
· Speak slowly and clearly and pause before responding to others as sometimes there is a time lapse between transmissions.
· Perhaps appoint a meeting facilitator to monitor chat comments during the meeting?
· Avoid distractions like checking email or having side conversations with people in the group.
· Keep a summary of key points and actions after a virtual individual or team meeting. This may be useful for reference later on.
7. Regular breaks
For the intern’s health and wellbeing it is important to take regular breaks; this includes physically moving and taking a break from looking at their screen. Stepping away from their desk at lunchtime will help them feel re-energised for the afternoon ahead. They could even set up reminders to take a break, using apps such as Alexa Flash Meeting can be helpful for this. 
8. Personal support
Social isolating or distancing can have an impact on our mental health. For information on self-care and other treatments for mental health issues please see: https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/coronavirus/coronavirus-and-their-wellbeing/. 
Could you support an intern through this time? Do you have HR policies and services available to them through your company? 
The University can also offer personal support. The Internships Team could offer initial support. For more specialist support they may be eligible to access the University’s Student Wellbeing services or the University’s Staff Wellbeing services.	
9. Flexible working
If interns wish to change their normal working hours we advise that they will need to get permission from you to work ‘flexible working hours’. If you have a policy on this it would be important for the intern to see that too.
10. When to stop working
When there aren’t the normal prompts to remind us that it is the end of the working day, sometimes people will let the work drift on. We should remind interns of the importance of a work-life balance to remain a happy, motivated and productive member of staff.
[bookmark: _Toc67985645]How to present results and recommendations
As there are many ways for the interns to present the outcome of their work to you, it is important that it is made clear what the final output will be. It can be a range of things from a written report to a formal presentation to managers, a 1:1 meeting to go through the work produced or an agenda item at a team meeting. The choice is yours, so consider how you would prefer to learn this new information. Please also allow sufficient time during the working week for the intern to prepare and deliver their work to you in your chosen format.
[bookmark: _Toc67985646]What to do if there is a problem 
If for any reason you feel unhappy with the performance of your intern, we advise you to take the following steps: 
· If appropriate, speak to the intern directly about your concerns. Please remember that they may not be aware of their behaviour and how it is not appropriate, as this may be a new experience for them. 
· If for any reason, you feel that you cannot speak directly to the intern, please contact The Internships Team.
· Similarly, if you feel that the intern is experiencing any serious personal problems, the University has a number of departments that can support the personal welfare of interns and we are able to refer interns to them.  
· Please remember that if there are any problems, minor or serious, do not hesitate to get in touch with us.	
[bookmark: _Toc67985647]Ending or extending the internship
University of Exeter interns come from over 130 countries and once they graduate, they will end up all over the world. We would therefore ask you to ensure that the intern’s given project can be completed by the internship end date, as we cannot guarantee that they will be available beyond the agreed dates or easily accessible. 

An extension of the internship is for you to agree with the intern, and the University would need to be informed. Please remember some international interns will not have the Right to Work in the UK long-term without sponsorship. This extension would need to be a paid employment arrangement. Last year two interns were offered and accepted graduate roles with their internship employers. 
[bookmark: _Toc67985648]Feedback 
At the end of the internship, you and your intern will be asked to complete an online feedback form to describe how the internship went and to provide suggestions for improvement. Internship feedback enables us to continuously develop the internships schemes for the future. All of your comments are gratefully received. Please note if you have received funding for your intern from the University of Exeter, providing feedback is a condition of the funding.
[bookmark: _Toc67985649]Celebrating success 
Previous internships have been a great success, with both employers and interns benefiting a great deal from the experience. We would welcome any success to be noted and celebrated. We would encourage you to share your successful experience using your normal channels and tweeting @UoEInternships. By ticking the box on the feedback form saying you consent to your story being used in marketing, we will create a case study story which will feature on the University’s webpages. 
[bookmark: _Toc67985650]Further information
The University also offers a wide range of services to employers. In particular, if you would like to recruit another intern or graduate, please contact Andrea Hodges.
[bookmark: _Toc67985651]Contact us 
Andrea Hodges (Employment Schemes Manager) at A.Hodges3@exeter.ac.uk or 01392 722617            
[bookmark: _GoBack]University of Exeter Internships Team at internships@exeter.ac.uk 
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