
 
The history of internationalism from the late-nineteenth century to 
the interwar period, and its tense relations with national rivalries, 
global empires and the establishment of totalitarian regimes, has 
been a major area of recent debate and investigation.  Much  
attention has focussed on networks of communication, commerce, 
voluntary society, humanitarianism, empire, philanthropy and the 
various organizations around the League of Nations.  Yet scientific 
institutions – with the possible exception of medical networks and 
the spread of technology – have often seemed to be absent from 
these discussions.  Despite the wide literature on the cultural and 
social significance of the sciences within global and national societies 
across this period, and the growing interest in the tensions between 
national and internationalist ambitions in scientific work, it remains 
the case that the connections between these historiographies are little 
understood.   
 
The aim of this conference is to build links and dialogue between 
historians of modern science and medicine and historians of interna-
tional society in the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth century, and 
scholars working in each of these fields are welcome.  We  
particularly aim to interrogate the place of scientific networks within 
the international culture of the period, how scientific values,  
institutions and concepts influenced and were shaped by wider 
forms of internationalism, and how these worked within wider  
processes of international interaction, rivalry and contestation.    
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