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(potential) library services in RDM 

Stage Services Other stakeholders 

DMP Planning • Assistance with data management planning 
• Training graduate students and researchers 

about data management 

• Researchers 
• IT department (if DMP 

Online) 
• Administrators 

Collection/prod
uction of data 

• Help with organizing data, adopting 
standards and ensuring comprehensive 
metadata 

• Local storage 

• Researchers 
• IT department (if big data) 

Analysis • Tools for active data management (e.g. 
Open Science Framework or 
http://www.eric-project.org) 

 

• Researchers 
• IT department (if big data) 

Data 
dissemination 
and sharing 

• Managing a data repository 
• Minting/assigning DOIs 
• Indexing and registering datasets 
• Licensing and privacy issues 

• Researchers 
• IT department  
• Administrators 
• Ethics boards 

Re-use • Data discovery • Researchers 
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Practical steps researchers can take 

• Write a data management or a sharing plan 

 

• Make sure data are shareable and can be understood: 

• Obtain consent to share 

• Do not share identities without consent 

• Use open and standard formats 

• Provide context and documentation 

• Protect your data at all stages 

 

 

 



The research data lifecycle 



Funding bodies’ requirements 

 Funders are increasingly requiring researchers to meet 

certain data management criteria 

 

 When applying for funding, you may need to submit a 

technical or data management plan 

 

 You may be asked to make your data available through 

an archive 

 

 SHERPA JULIET provides a useful summary of funding 

bodies’ policies 



Data-related policies in the UK 

http://www.dcc.ac.uk/resources/policy-and-legal/overview-funders-data-policies  
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Common DMP questions 

• What data will be created (format, types and 
size) and how? 
 

• How will the data be documented and 
described? 
 

• How will you manage ethics and Intellectual 
Property? 
 

• What are the plans for data sharing and 
access?  
 

• What is the strategy for long-term 
preservation? 

 



http://.dmponline.dcc.ac.uk 



What does                   do? 

A web-based tool that enables users to... 
 

i. Create, store and update multiple versions of Data 
Management Plans across the research lifecycle 

ii. Meet a variety of specific data-related requirements 
(from funders, institutions, publishers, etc.) 

iii. Get tailored guidance on best practice and helpful 
contacts, at the point of need 

iv. Customise, export and share DMPs in a variety of 
formats in order to facilitate communications within and 
beyond research projects 

 

* N.B. The templates have varying degrees of endorsement from funders, 

stakeholder communities, etc. Plans are currently being discussed for UoE to create 

a customised template for researchers… 



For machine readership… 
 

- Facilitates quick public 
sharing 

 

 

- Compatible with API 
for linking with other 
systems 

 

 

- Minimal formatting 

 

For human readership… 
 

- Pleasant formatting 

 

 

 

- Editable. Can be used 
in conjunction with 
(e.g. MS Sharepoint) 

 

 

- Removes all formatting 

 

DMPonline: possible export formats 



Research Data Repositories 

• Digital Research data is best preserved and 

published using a research data repository 

 

• A repository is an online database service, an 

archive that manages the long-term storage and 

preservation of digital resources and provides a 

catalogue for discovery and access 

 

• Most data repositories do not charge to deposit 

research data, though many require registration 



Choosing a repository 

• Best repository to choose for your research data will 
be a national data centre or discipline specialist 
repository, because they have the expertise and 
resources to deal with particular types of data 

Data Centres and portals: 

• UK Data Service - funded by the ESRC 

• NERC data centres 

• ADS (Archaeology Data Service) 

• EMBL-EBI (European Molecular Biology Laboratory - 
European Bioinformatics Institute) 

 



Choosing a repository (cont.) 

Registries of research data repositories: 

• Re3Data provides a searchable directory of research 
data repositories. 

• Research Pipeline is a guide to the world's free data 

• Biosharing.org a curated, searchable portal of data 
standards, databases and policies in the life, 
environmental and biomedical sciences. 

• There are many discipline specific repositories 
available, whilst some are multi-disciplinary such as: 

• Figshare 

• Zenodo 

• Dryad 

 



NIHR Data Policy 

 Revised in April 2014, NIHR policy on Open Access  now covers not 

only published peer-reviewed research articles, but also the 

research materials – such as data, samples and models – that 

underpin them. 

 The NIHR, along with other UK biomedical research funders, is a 

partner in the European version of PubMedCentral (Europe PMC). 

 Europe PMC provides a permanent and free-to-access online digital 

archive of the full text, peer reviewed research publications and 

datasets that arise from research funded by the NIHR. 

 All NIHR researchers are now required to prepare and submit a 

statement on how underlying research materials, such as data, 

samples or models, can be accessed. 

 Although the NIHR expects researchers to consider and plan for 

data access, the policy does not require that data must be made 

open, nor does it specify how long data must be retained for. 

 



NIHR Data Guidance 
The guideline states: 
Making clinical trial data sets available to investigators 
beyond the original research team can improve patient care, 
advance medical knowledge and provide better value for 
money from health research. 
 

Data sharing achieves many important goals for 
the scientific community, such as: 

• Reinforcing open scientific inquiry. 
• Encouraging diversity of analysis and opinion. 
• Promoting new research, testing of new or alternative 

hypotheses and methods of analysis. 
• Supporting studies on data collection methods and 

measurement. 
• Facilitating education of new researchers. 



Data sharing and the NIHR Journals 

Library 
Your final report should include a statement about your data 

sharing and accessibility. The statement should provide a 

clear and positive indication of where and when the data will 

be shared.  

Possible responses might state that all available data: 

 

 Can be obtained from the corresponding author 

 

 Is included as an appendix to the report 

 

 Can be obtained from the corresponding author via the 

(XXX) repository 



The Data Access Statement 

All research publications must include a statement on how the 

underlying data can be accessed (a "data access statement"). This is 

in line with RCUK and individual funder policies. 

 

A data access statement should include the following key pieces of 

information: 

• How the data can be accessed: where it can be downloaded from 

or who must be contacted to request access.  

 This should always include either a web link (a DOI or other 

 persistent identifier if possible) or a departmental/group email 

 address (not a personal email address). 

 

• What conditions use of the data is subject to: whether a general 

licence applies to all users, or whether a data sharing agreement 

must be entered into before access to the data is granted. 

 



Examples of data sharing statements 
Some examples of data sharing statements you might include 
in your report: 
 
• ‘All available data can be obtained by contacting the 

corresponding author.’ 

 

• 'We shall make data available to the scientific community 
with as few restrictions as feasible, while retaining exclusive 
use until the publication of major outputs. Anonymised data 
will be deposited here <link> to encourage wider use.’ 

 

• ‘The data will be made available via <link/corresponding 
author> within <x> months of publication, this is due to <insert 
reason>.’ 

 

• 'Due to <insert reasons>, there is no data that can be 
shared.’ 



Clinical Trials Toolkit 

• The Clinical Trials Regulations define the archiving requirements for Clinical 

Trials of Investigational Medicinal Products (CTIMPs). 

 

• All essential documents should be archived and this includes essential 

documents held by investigators, sponsors and others involved in the conduct 

of a clinical trial (including services departments such as pharmacy, 

laboratories and radiology). 

 

• Require the sponsor to appoint ‘named individuals’ for archiving to ensure all 

requirements are met and systems are in place to track and retrieve archived 

documents 

 

• The Joint Project Notes on Archiving give further information on the storage 

and destruction of essential documents and the duration/timelines appropriate 

for archiving: http://www.ct-

toolkit.ac.uk/routemap/archiving/downloads/archiving-joint-project-notes.pdf 

 



Depositing in ORE 





Metadata required 





Researcher(s) 

Research 
Support Office 

Computing 
Support 

Faculty Ethics 
Committee 

Etc... 

DATA 
MANAGEMENT 
PLAN 

UNRULY 
DATA 

Data Library / Repository / Archive 



Any Questions? 

 

  

Contact us: 

Greg Simpson, Research Data Officer. Open Access and Research Data Management Team 

openaccess@exeter.ac.uk 

rdm@exeter.ac.uk 
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