
4.1. What is meant by the accepted version? 

 

The date of acceptance is the point at which the author is notified that: 

 their output has been reviewed by the journal or conference (normally via peer review) 

 all academically necessary changes have been made in response to that review 

 the article is ready to be taken through the final steps toward publication (normally copy-

editing and typesetting) 

By this point, the paper should have been updated to include all changes resulting from peer 

review as well as any changes of an academic nature requested by the journal editor or 

conference organiser. At this stage, the journal editor or conference organiser normally notifies 

the author that their paper has been ‘firmly’ accepted (as opposed to any earlier point of 

‘provisional’ acceptance e.g. conditional on major or minor revisions being made) and the paper 

is ready for copy-editing or typesetting; it is the date of this notification that should be taken to 

mean the date of acceptance. 



The author’s final, accepted manuscript is the one that has been agreed with the editor at that 

point. The accepted manuscript is not the same as the copy-edited, typeset or published paper – 

these versions are known as ‘proofs’ or ‘versions of record’ and publishers do not normally allow 

authors to make these open-access. 

Note: the diagram shown here is dedicated to the public domain for open reuse.  
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