


Open Data is a new paradigm in which research data are freely and openly shared, 
with full re-use rights. Open data helps to maintain research integrity and enables 
validation of results. Additionally, open data allows the public to access publicly 
funded research.

The main point to remember about the open data environment is that data 
preservation is key, however, to ensure that data are suitable for sharing, good 
research data management practices are essential.



Research data includes *all* of the information that is used for research, irrespective 
of its format. 

Research data management can be broken down into 3 key aspects:
- good research data management requires advanced planning prior to the start of 

a project
- you need to implement effective day-to-day data management practices during a 

project
- you need a long-term strategy for data preservation after the project is completed









This table displays the major research funders’ policy coverage for a range of 
different aspects of research data management. 



UKRI have a set of principles to guide the data policies of the 7 UK Research Councils.







A data management plan (DMP) is a basic statement describing how the research 
data will be managed throughout a project and beyond. 

A data management plan is a valuable tool for navigating a research project, but 
should not be viewed as set in stone. In fact, it’s good practice to review your plan 
periodically, and revise or update it as necessary.



DMP Online is a web-based tool that contains data management plan templates for 
all of the major research funders, and provides guidance and suggestions for what to 
include. It also contains a data management plan checklist and a range of example 
data management plans. 







In general, your research data should be FAIR. Findable means that the data should 
be registered in a searchable repository and be assigned a persistent identifier. 
Accessible means that the data must be available via a standardised protocol e.g., 
http, and that the metadata is available, even if the data themselves are not. 
Interoperable means that the data must be able to be seamlessly integrated with 
existing data and tools, and Reusable means that the data must be clearly licensed. 



Although most funders require data to be preserved in a repository, not all of them 
provide a specific repository, simply allowing the data to be deposited in any 
appropriate repository. 

Subject based repositories are available, and can be found using the registry of 
research data repositories.



ORE is a showcase of the research outputs of the University.





Datasets <2GB in size can be deposited in ORE via Symplectic in the same manner 
that is used for journal articles. Note that the dataset and associated journal article 
require 2 separate Symplectic records.



The ORE Deposit Tool can deposit large datasets to ORE. If you wish to use the tool 
for the first time, please contact us.



If you want to share your data and allow others to use it, you need to license your 
data. A licence determines how others can use, modify, and distribute your data.



The University has an agreement in place with DataCite, through the British Library, 
and since the start of the year, all datasets deposited to ORE are allocated a DOI. 



A data access statement is a short statement that should describe where and how 
the underlying research data can be accessed, ideally including a link to the data
using a persistent identifier. It should also explain on what terms the data are 
available. 








