
Knowledge Exchange 
Priorities

The University of Exeter’s Knowledge Exchange priorities are to drive ‘healthy, sustainable and 
socially just futures’ by building effective, dynamic partnerships for innovation and impact leading to 
social and economic benefit.

Led by the Innovation, Impact and Business (IIB) division, our Knowledge Exchange activity aims to create 
an inspirational innovation community across all our Faculties, collaborating naturally with partners 
including industry, social enterprises, small business and government at global, national and regional 
scale. It aims to create a further increase in the quality and value of impactful collaborations. 

We plan to achieve this through three strategic objectives and three underpinning priorities:

>   Building Transformational Partnerships in 
Key Sectors

• Developing sector-focused projects with key partners 

to address global challenges and provide solutions to 

regional and national priorities.

• Building new strategic corporate partnerships and 

strengthening our existing partnerships with (e.g.) the  

National Trust, South West Water, and IBM.

• Driving partnerships, engagement and impact in 

priority sectors – such as energy and clean growth, 

land use and food systems, life sciences, water and 

waste, defence and security, advanced manufacturing, 

space, digital and the creative and cultural economy.

>   Leading Regional Innovation
• Creating a thriving innovation ecosystem with SETsquared 

Exeter and our strategic partnership with Exeter Science Park.

• Investing in and supporting networks of high-growth 

businesses across the SW Peninsula, through sector-based 

innovation projects connecting researchers and businesses.

• Co-creating Civic University Agreements with important 

regional organisations such as Local Authorities and NHS 

Trusts, to drive upskilling, enhanced R&D and community 

benefit in the region. 

Strategic objectives: 

>   Strengthening our Commercial Focus
• Supporting businesses to start, scale up and gain 

investment, including from spin-out and licensing activity.

• Developing a lifelong learning ecosystem through our 

Degree Apprenticeship programmes and Continuing 

Professional Development courses. 

>   Driving a Knowledge Exchange Culture
• Developing a cross-university community of knowledge 

exchange experts, such as Entrepreneurs in Residence, 

SETsquared mentors, and Professors of Practice. 

 • Reviewing promotion and pay criteria for academic 

staff, to ensure KE activity is recognised and celebrated. 

• Organising an annual event Knowledge Exchange 

Awards event to promote and champion KE activity. 

• Developing an ‘ideas hub’ to provide training and 

guidance for KE-engaged academics with new ideas. 

>   USP — Differentiating the Exeter Offer
• Developing a new Business Engagement and 

Innovation strategy to support the delivery of the 

University’s 2030 Strategy.

• Developing a new University to Business brand. 

• Developing an Exeter environment brand and Solutions 

Hub, to build on the Green Futures campaign. This will 

engage businesses with UoE’s world-leading expertise 

in Net Zero, circular economy, biodiversity, food 

systems and environmental intelligence.  

• Promoting impact and KE stories with internal and 

external audiences, to drive engagement and enable 

alignment of key strengths across disciplines and sectors. 

>  Strengthening KE Processes & Governance
• Creating a new Business Engagement and Innovation 

Committee to monitor progress, evaluate success and 

ensure improvement over time. 

• Supporting researchers leading on knowledge exchange     

in the Faculties and departments.

Underpinning priorities:



Building Transformational Partnerships in Key Sectors



Our strong partnerships and business engagements have 
been critical in enabling our research to make a positive 
impact — which, as shown below, has increased more 
than any other Russell Group university since 2014. 
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Leading Regional Innovation



Strengthening Commercial Focus



exeter.ac.uk/business

http://exeter.ac.uk/business

