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The range of modules on offer
is really impressive from a relatively
small department. I also like the fact that
Sociology, Anthropology and Philosophy
all overlapped and interlinked, giving
students the ability to explore a range
of areas in their degrees.
The department makes you feel really
welcome, and values you as a student
member. I find all my lecturers
approachable and all modules have
been enjoyable. It is good to know
that you’re getting a top notch
education too, with Exeter ranking
highly in many league tables, for
Sociology in particular.
There is no doubt that this campus
has energy. The prominence of the
Students’ Guild is really important.
There is a sense of community and
support. The guild are there to
help you for whatever you need.
They do a fantastic job at creating
a friendly and upbeat environment
here at Exeter.
Issy, studying Sociology
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SOCIOLOGY AND
CRIMINOLOGY
2nd for Sociology in The Times and The Sunday Times Good
University Guide 2017
9th in the UK for world leading and internationally recognised
research1
Work experience bursaries of up to £2,000 for BSc Single Honours
students taking applied research training2
Distinctive interdisciplinary approach with philosophers, sociologists
and anthropologists working together in teaching and research

Sociology is a fascinating subject providing
a critical understanding of all aspects of
society and social life. By studying Sociology
you will develop an understanding of the
contemporary world, human behaviour and
the forces shaping society. You will examine
social, political, historical, cultural and
economic issues and study topics as diverse
as class and social inequality, health and
disability, globalisation, crime, family life,
and gender. Sociology is particularly
concerned with social transformation
and explores how societies are formed,
develop and may change in the future.
At Exeter we have a distinctive
focus on cultural sociology and offer
modules on topics such as the sociology
of music, culture, science and technology,
health and crime. We also have significant
expertise in anthropology with modules
covering issues such as addiction and
human/animal interactions.
Our Criminology programme builds on our
research strength and interests in policing,
prisons and probation but also combines
them with interests and strengths in
international conflict; war and crime; and
transitional justice and human rights.

The research conducted by our academics
in Criminology has attracted substantial
funding grants, such as Dr Katharine Boyd’s
grant from the College of Policing and
HEFCE, for the Exeter Policing, Evidence
and Research Translation (ExPERT)
project. Working with University colleagues
and Devon and Cornwall Police, she and
colleagues at the University will train officers
in conducting and evaluating research about
the forms of policing that work best.
Your degree will provide you with insight
into contemporary society, as well as practical
and transferable skills sought after by major
employers and relevant to a wide range of
careers in the private, public and third sectors
including business, journalism, marketing,
social research, teaching, retailing, human
resources, overseas development, government
and the civil service.
Sociology and Criminology are taught in
the department of Sociology, Philosophy
and Anthropology. Each aims to answer
fundamental questions about our past,
present and future. The close relationship
between these three subjects is indicative
of the interdisciplinary nature of the
department in which Sociology can be
studied either as Single Honours, or in

www.exeter.ac.uk/ug/sociology
Research Excellence Framework 2014 based on the percentage of research categorised as 4* and 3*.
Value of bursary depends on length of placement.
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combination with several other arts and
social science subjects, including Philosophy
and Anthropology. The department is small,
ambitious and highly successful, and you
will benefit from a friendly atmosphere and
exposure to the latest inspirational advances
in social science research.
Research interests of our academic staff span
across a spectrum of topics in sociology,
anthropology and philosophy. Our research
was ranked 9th in the UK for world-leading
and internationally excellent research in the
Research Excellence Framework 2014 and
is particularly noted for the contributions
it makes to the sociology and anthropology
of culture (science and technology, health,
and the arts, among other themes) and the
sociology of knowledge and social theory.
As an undergraduate you will benefit from
this research culture as your lecturers will be
contributing to current debates, giving you
access to the latest thinking and resources.
Our undergraduates have established a
departmental student society which meets
several times a year and organises a seminar
series with members of staff to provide an
arena outside the formal teaching structure
in which staff and students can discuss
sociological issues.
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DEGREE
PROGRAMMES
Our undergraduate degree programmes provide
an overview of very different types of societies
and enable you to study aspects of these
societies in depth.
We will help you become an independent learner and develop
sociologically informed judgements. Our programmes are
demanding and encourage initiative and open-mindedness,
ensuring that you will be well equipped with a range of
academic, personal and professional skills. You will develop
the ability to undertake independent research and work to
deadlines; digest, select and organise material for written
work and oral presentations; critically reflect on and
evaluate your own and others’ work; understand, assimilate
and evaluate complex arguments and ideas; work with
others as part of a team; and to think and write clearly
about broad themes.
In your core modules you’ll learn to use logical and
systematic methods of analysis to reveal patterns
of social action. These will include qualitative
research methods such as conducting interviews,
focus groups and visual analysis; learning how to
design your own research projects; and obtaining
an overview of the use and interpretation of
quantitative data.
Each year, depending on your degree
programme, you may elect to take options
outside of your programme, for example: to
develop skills attractive to employers such as
language proficiency; to examine an issue
you’ve covered in one of your Sociology
modules from a different disciplinary
perspective; or to widen your horizons
and challenge yourself intellectually.
Sociology can be studied in
combination with other subjects in a
range of Combined Honours degree
programmes or as a Single Honours
degree.

HOW YOUR DEGREE
IS STRUCTURED
Degrees are divided into core and optional modules,
giving you the flexibility to structure your degree
according to your specific interests. Individual
modules are worth 15 or 30 credits each and full-time
undergraduates need to take 120 credits in each year.
Within Sociology, in addition to the core modules, you
can choose from an extensive range of options in all
three years, a few examples of which are shown later
in this brochure.
For up-to-date details of all our programmes and
modules, please check www.exeter.ac.uk/ug/sociology

SINGLE HONOURS
BA Sociology (EXETER)
L300 3 yrs

with Study Abroad L302 4 yrs

AAB-ABB | IB: 34-32 | BTEC: DDD-DDM

 I ntroduces you to ways of thinking about, seeing

and investigating the social, cultural and political
world in which we live

C
 ore modules cover the history and development

of sociological theory and the skills and techniques
employed in sociological research

D
 evelop a critical understanding of the rise and

transformation of modern societies, with a particular
focus on the last three decades, considering issues
such as globalisation, migration and class

Year 1 The first year provides the foundational
knowledge and theoretical framework for your degree.
You will learn how sociologists study human society
and the challenges they face by examining the work
of sociologists on topics as diverse as crime, mental
illness, and power. You will also develop skills in
formulating and debating an argument, for example
through project work examining the social significance
of material objects.
Year 2 You will be required to take compulsory modules
in theory and method which build upon the first year
and are intended to equip you with the expertise to take
specialist options during your degree. You’ll be able to
choose from a wide range of Sociology options covering
topics as diverse as consumption, music, health, gender
and media.
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Final Year The centre-point of the final year
is the compulsory dissertation. This provides
you with the opportunity to explore an area
of interest and to demonstrate what you
have learned to date. In addition, you will
take up to three other specialist modules to
create a programme of work which reflects
your interests.

BSc Sociology

BSc Criminology

(EXETER)

M900 3 yrs

with Study Abroad M901 4 yrs

AAA-ABB | IB: 36-32 | BTEC: DDD-DDM

 Th
 ese disciplines complement each other
in the understanding of human life

A
 ims to provide systematic

understanding of the historical
patterning of crime, the causes of
criminal behaviour and its consequences,
as well as policy response

 Th
 e interdisciplinary make-up of the

programme is rooted in sociological
approaches, but also offers the potential
to combine these perspectives on crime
and deviance with those from historical,
political, and psychological studies

P
 articularly concerned with social

transformation; you will develop an
insight into the major challenges facing
contemporary society, with a particular
focus on crime and deviance

L
 earn a variety of techniques used

G
 ain a full range of social science

research skills that will enable you
to engage with the nature and complexity
of social life, deviance and crime,
graduating with specific technical skills
sought by employers

in sociological research including
observation, fieldwork, focus groups
and the analysis of quantitative data

Year 1 Your first year will give you an
excellent grounding in the theories and
application of sociology with a particular
focus on the issues facing the contemporary
world such as social inequality, crime,
deviance, migration, and globalisation.
Year 2 In your second year, you will develop
the skills used by sociologists to understand
how societies operate. In addition to gaining
hands-on experience of designing your
own research project and collating primary
evidence, you will practise the techniques
used in ethnography and explore case studies
on topics as varied as social media and the
British independent music scene. You will
also be able to choose from a wide range of
options covering issues such as terrorism,
addiction, gender, consumerism, the
Holocaust and immigration.
Final Year The centre-point of the final
year is the compulsory dissertation which
may draw on empirical data or your own
original fieldwork. This provides you with
the opportunity to explore an area of interest
and to demonstrate what you have learned to
date. In addition, you’ll take up to three other
specialist modules to create a programme of
work which reflects your interests.

VL53 3 yrs

Please see www.exeter.ac.uk/ug/philosophy

D
 evelop an understanding of how

societies, institutions and practices came
into being, how they work and might
change in the future

(EXETER)

AAB-ABB | IB: 34-32 | BTEC: DDD-DDM

L303 3 yrs

AAB-ABB | IB: 34-32 | BTEC: DDD-DDM

BA Philosophy and Sociology

with Study Abroad VL5H 4 yrs

(EXETER)

with Study Abroad L304 4 yrs

BA COMBINED HONOURS

Y
 ou will benefit from the opportunity

of a work placement supported by a
bursary of up to £2,000◆ and have access
to specialist training resources.

 Th
 e work placement gives you an

opportunity to put your new skills into
practice, as well as experience data
analysis tools and techniques being used
in the real world

C
 hoose from a wide variety of placements
locally, nationally and in Europe; from
public sector organisations to industry
to NGOs

◆

Value of bursary depends on length of placement.

L
 earn and apply analytical philosophical

skills to the study of a variety of older and
newer sociological questions, as well as
many contemporary social processes

Y
 ou will take the core modules in

sociology and philosophy in order to gain
the foundations of these two disciplines

BA Politics and Sociology (EXETER)
LLH2 3 yrs

with Study Abroad LL23 4 yrs

AAA-ABB | IB: 36-32 | BTEC: DDD-DDM
Please see www.exeter.ac.uk/ug/politics

E
 nables you to study the social

organisation, economy and cosmology of
a range of societies together with their
political ideas, institutions and practices

T
 ake the core modules in politics and

sociology in order to gain the foundations
of these two disciplines

 I n the final year, you will take a

dissertation in either sociology or politics,
depending on your own area of interest
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BA Sociology and Anthropology
(EXETER)

L3L6 3 yrs

with Study Abroad L3L7 4 yrs

AAB-ABB | IB: 34-32 | BTEC: DDD-DDM
Please see www.exeter.ac.uk/ug/anthropology

F
 ully explore how relevant the discipline
is for the study of our globalised world

B
 e introduced to sociological and

anthropological ways of thinking
from the classics in both disciplines
to contemporary thinkers

L
 earn to understand and investigate

diverse phenomena such as witchcraft
beliefs in the past and present, rituals
around spectator sports, consumer
behaviours and the social construction
of scientific knowledge

BSc Sociology and Criminology
(EXETER)

LM39 3 yrs

with Study Abroad LMH9 4 yrs

AAB-ABB | IB: 34-32 | BTEC: DDD-DDM

 I nvestigate the causes of criminal

behaviour as well as its consequences for
victims and for society as a whole

P
 ay particular attention to the role of

criminal justice organisations in defining
and responding to crime as a social
problem

G
 ain sociological, historical, political
and psychological perspectives for
understanding and responding to
crime and deviance

E
 xplore theoretical, empirical and
methodological issues associated
with sociology and other fields of
social research, and develop skills
in critical analysis

BA Sociology and Modern
Languages (Chinese, French,
German, Italian, Portuguese,
Russian, and Spanish) (EXETER)
LR03 4 yrs

AAA-ABB | IB: 36-32 | BTEC: DDD-DDM
Required subjects: dependent on your
chosen language; see www.exeter.ac.uk/
ug/languages

Please see Selecting your chosen language table
on page 13.

 Develop an understanding of the

contemporary world, human behaviour
and the forces shaping society

 Examine social, political, historical,
cultural and economic issues

FLEXIBLE COMBINED
HONOURS
Sociology may also be studied under our
innovative Flexible Combined Honours
scheme.

 Combine two subjects where there is

currently no existing Combined Honours
degree at the University. These subjects
can fall across departments, creating a
cross-college degree

 Study three subject areas if compulsory
modules allow

 Take modules from a variety of

departments by studying one of our
thematic pathways

 Study topics as diverse as class and

Further information and the full list
of available subjects can be found at
www.exeter.ac.uk/ug/flexible

 A modern language module will enable

TAKING MODULES
OUTSIDE OF YOUR
PROGRAMME

social inequality, health and disability,
globalisation, crime, consumption
and migration
you to develop strong skills in spoken
and written language, whilst your
cultural modules will offer you a deeper
understanding of the literature, history
and culture of societies

 Third year spent studying abroad
developing your language skills

Depending on your programme you may
take up to 30 credits in another subject, for
instance a language or business module, to
develop career-related skills or widen your
intellectual horizons. If you achieve at least
60 credits in a language via our Foreign
Language Centre you may be able to have
the words ‘with proficiency in’ and the
language added to your degree title. Further
details about the FLC can be found at
www.exeter.ac.uk/flc
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LEARNING AND TEACHING
We convey sociology as a dynamic and
self-questioning mode of social scientific
inquiry, in order to impart knowledge and
understanding of the nature, development
and structure of contemporary societies, and
give an in-depth focus on the core features of
those societies. We encourage independent
study and assist the development of
sociologically informed critical judgement.
The nature of university learning, especially
in the arts and social sciences, involves a
lot of self-directed study and research. As
well as traditional lectures, seminars, and
tutorials, led by internationally respected
academics at the forefront of research, you’ll
be encouraged to use your initiative by
organising study groups, taking advantage
of online and traditional learning resources,
and managing your own workload and time.

CONTACT HOURS
You should expect around 10 contact hours
per week in your first year and will need to
plan additional hours of private study per
module. Your total workload should average
about 40 hours per week during term time.
You will have regular tutorials where you will
meet to discuss oral and written assignments
with your tutor, together with a small group
of other students. These personal contacts are
very important in developing staff-student
relations and for getting to know your fellow
students. Our programmes help to develop
skills and understanding so that you can take
increasing responsibility for your learning in
more specialised seminar-based modules.
You’ll be expected to develop good
organisational and time management
skills and we will help you acquire further
employability skills (such as proficiencies
in communication, research, presentation
and IT). The modules within our degree
programmes are designed to train you
to gather, select and organise material
from a variety of sources and evaluate its
significance. We stress the importance of
working flexibly and creatively with others,
engaging in rational debate, and exercising
independent thought and judgement.

INNOVATIVE TEACHING
We constantly introduce new methods of
learning and teaching, including the use of
interactive approaches through our virtual
learning environment, where you can
access detailed information about modules
and learning outcomes, and interact via
discussion forums.
The Student-Staff Liaison Committee gives
you the chance to discuss and review the
degree programmes, including existing and
planned module content, through regular
meetings with departmental staff.

RESEARCH-INSPIRED
TEACHING
You will have the opportunity to work
closely with academic staff who are at the
cutting-edge of research and academic
debate and you will benefit from an
innovative curriculum inspired by leading
research. All staff teach final year options
which are linked to their own interests which
include the study of culture, social media,
consumption, music, science and technology,
social inequalities and health.

ACADEMIC SUPPORT
All students have a personal tutor who is
available for advice and support throughout
your studies. There are also a number of
services on campus where you can get advice
and information, including the Students’
Guild Advice Unit. You can find more
information about all the services in the
University’s undergraduate prospectus or
online at www.exeter.ac.uk/undergraduate

STUDY ABROAD
Studying for your degree at Exeter gives
you the exciting possibility of spending up
to one year abroad. Last year, almost 500
Exeter students studied at one of our partner
universities, which are in more than 40
countries around the world. You could learn
a new language and experience different
cultures, become more self-confident and
widen your circle of friends. You could get
the chance to specialise in areas that are not
available at Exeter, and when it comes to a

career, your skills and knowledge of another
country will prove invaluable to many
employers. This of course applies equally to
overseas students coming to study abroad
at Exeter.
If you take Sociology with a modern
language, you will normally spend your
third year abroad. Please check the Modern
Languages website for further details at
www.exeter.ac.uk/ug/languages
For our other degree programmes, you may
study for half a year at a partner institution
in Europe, North America or Australia
or follow a four-year ‘with Study Abroad’
programme. You may apply directly for
the four-year programmes or transfer from
another programme once you are at Exeter.
Full details of these schemes and of our
partner institutions can be found on our
website at www.exeter.ac.uk/socialsciences/
undergraduate/studyabroad
For further details about study abroad
please check the International Office
website at www.exeter.ac.uk/international/
studyabroad/outbound

ASSESSMENT
We use diverse methods of assessment
to support our emphasis on presentation,
teamwork and projects/dissertations, as well
as essay writing and exams. The ratio of
assessment by coursework to assessment by
exam varies according to which modules you
take, but on average is about 50:50.
Your first year doesn’t count towards your
final degree classification, but you do have
to pass it in order to progress. If you study
a three-year programme, assessments in
the final two years both count towards your
classification, and if you study a four-year
programme, then the final three years all
contribute.
For full details of the assessment criteria
for each module, check the undergraduate
section of our website at www.exeter.ac.uk/
ug/sociology
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EXETER Q-STEP CENTRE
Demand in industry and government for
workers with quantitative skills is increasing.
The growing reliance on and availability of
open data, coupled with the phenomenal
growth in social media data use, makes it
essential that today’s social science graduates
are equipped with the skills to manage,
analyse and interpret data.
The Exeter Q-Step Centre builds on the
core disciplines of Sociology, Criminology
and Politics and International Relations in
order to increase the number of students
undertaking quantitative methods training in
social science degree programmes. Research
skills training, work placements and practical
experience prepare students for further study
and equips them with the skills they need to
succeed in the job market.
For students who are interested in
quantitative methods but are not taking one
of the Q-Step BSc programmes, we also
offer a Proficiency in Applied Data Analysis.
Students successfully passing a minimum
of 60 credits of data analysis modules
(45 compulsory and 15 optional) may have
the words ‘with Proficiency in Applied Data
Analysis’ added to their degree title, for
example: BA Politics with Proficiency in
Applied Data Analysis.
For further information, please visit our
website: www.exeter.ac.uk/socialsciences/
q-step

I’ve had the opportunity
to work as an intern for a charity
in London called Citizens UK;
I am currently looking to build
a team in Exeter to focus on
similar campaigns. This will all
help me to improve my career
prospects after graduation
as employers now look for
extra-curricular activities, as well
as a degree, to find an applicant
who has shown hunger for
experience. Immediately after
graduating, I can see myself
helping young people to find
work experience, activities and
casual work.
James, studying Sociology
and Criminology

7

YOUR SUCCESSFUL CAREER
RECENT GRADUATES
ARE NOW WORKING FOR▲:




 ational Centre for
N
Young People with
Epilepsy
Scholastic



Bodleian Libraries



National Skills Academy



KPMG

RECENT GRADUATES
ARE NOW WORKING AS▲:


S tudent Support
Worker



Sales Manager



Marketing Assistant



 raduate Library
G
Trainee

▲

This information has been taken from the Destinations of Leavers from Higher Education
(DLHE) Surveys 2014/15. Please note that, due to data protection, the job titles and
organisations are listed independently and do not necessarily correspond.

CAREERS SERVICES
We have a dedicated, award-winning Careers Service, with
offices at our Exeter and Penryn campuses, ensuring you have
access to careers advisors, mentors and the tools you need
to succeed in finding employment in your chosen field on
graduation. We offer the Exeter Award and the Exeter Leaders
Award which include employability-related workshops, skills
events, volunteering and employment which will contribute
to your career decision-making skills and success in the
employment market. Our graduates compete very successfully
in the employment market, with many employers targeting
the University when recruiting new graduates. For further
information about our Careers Service please visit:
www.exeter.ac.uk/careers



Audit Assistant



Legal Service Manager



S econdary School
Teacher

TRANSFERABLE SKILLS
A degree in sociology gives you an excellent all-round education,
where you’ll learn to understand other people’s points of view,
communicate your own position clearly and argue effectively –
skills very important to employers and to developing a successful
career. You’ll also learn to collect, assess and present evidence
and to work independently and in groups.
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MODULES

KEY C
= Core
 = Opti
onal

Please note that the availability of all modules is subject to timetabling constraints, and that not all modules are available every year.
The modules detailed below are just examples of those offered recently.
For up-to-date details of all our programmes and modules, please check www.exeter.ac.uk/ug/sociology
Year 1 Modules

BSc Sociology

BSc Criminology











Into the Field

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

Knowing the Social World



c

c

c

c

c

c

c

Theoretical Sociology

c
c
c

c

c
c
c

Introduction to Social
Anthropology



c

c







c

Quantitative Data Analysis
in Social Science II







Contemporary Society –
Themes and Perspectives

c

c



c

c

c

c

Contemporary Society –
Fields and Case Studies

c

c



c

c

c

c

Social Issues: Crime and Deviance
Parts 1 and 2



c

c



c





Introduction to Social Data



c







c
c



Data Analysis in Social Science

c
c









First year modules in any subject















Imagining Social Worlds: Artefacts



Introduction to Social Analysis:
Classical Social Theory

c

Introduction to Social Analysis:
Contemporary Social Theory

BA Politics and Sociology

BA Sociology





BA Philosophy and Sociology

BA Politics and Sociology

Ethnography Now



Imagining Social Worlds: Texts

BSc Sociology and Criminology

BA Philosophy and Sociology



c
c

Module Name

BA Sociology and Anthropology

BSc Sociology and Criminology



BSc Criminology





c
c

BSc Sociology

Module Name

BA Sociology

BA Sociology and Anthropology

Year 2 Modules

c
c
c

















c
c
c













The only compulsory module in the Final Year is the dissertation,
unless you are studying the BSc Criminology where one of your
optional modules must be a Q-Step module chosen from a list.
All other modules are optional, and may be taken in either Year 2
or the Final Year.
Year 2 and Final Year Optional Modules
Module Name
Globalisation

Gender and Society

Immigration in Western Societies

Addiction

Disability and Society

Police and Policing

On Violence

Sociology of Art and Culture

Media in Society

International Criminal Justice

Ethnomusicology

Health and Illness in Contemporary Society
Part 1: Medicine and Social Control

Introduction to Terrorism Studies

Health and Illness in Contemporary Society
Part 1: Bodies in Society

The Holocaust and Society

Statistical Methods for Social Data

Consumption

9

HARRISON BUILDING COMPUTER LABS,
STREATHAM CAMPUS
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MODULES CONTINUED
Please note that availability of all modules is subject to timetabling constraints and that not all modules are available every year. For up-to-date
details of all our programmes and modules, please check the undergraduate section of our website at www.exeter.ac.uk/ug/sociology

YEAR 1
Imagining Social
Worlds 1 and
2: Texts and
Artefacts

YEAR 2 CORE MODULES
These modules involve the systematic study of
selected problems and questions in sociological
research, with a focus on ethnographic and
qualitative research. You will learn how artefacts
can have different meanings and symbolism to
different people, societies, times and cultures, and
work in teams to construct and present your own
hypotheses about the sociological significance of
everyday objects.

Introduction to
Social Analysis:
Classical Social
Theory and
Contemporary
Social Theory

You will be introduced to the core ideas, theoretical
perspectives, methods of investigation and
analysis that are distinctive to sociology and
cognate disciplines. You will be asking what kind
of knowledge of social phenomena it is possible
to attain and how far such knowledge can be
considered ‘scientific’ or ‘objective’, as well as
how these issues have been discussed by key
social theorists.

Introduction
to Social
Anthropology

This module introduces the methods and
perspectives of social anthropology and engages
you in the study of a diversity of societies
and cultures. You will encounter a range of
ethnographic and theoretical readings and you
will be encouraged to develop an anthropological
perspective of your own as well as solid research
skills, and to think critically and analytically about
key questions and problems in studying the worlds
of other people and our own.

Contemporary
Society – Themes
and Perspectives
and Fields and
Case Studies

These modules complement the other first year
modules by concentrating primarily on the subject
matter of sociology. You will develop a critical
understanding of the rise and transformation of
modern societies from the 18th century to the
present day, with a particular focus on the last
three decades.

Social Issues:
Crime and
Deviance Parts 1
and 2

You will study crime and criminals, including the
causes of criminal behaviour and its consequences
for victims and for society as a whole. We pay
attention to the role of society in defining and
responding to crime as a social problem, and you
will explore terrains which are often contested and
develop a critical appreciation of the perspectives
and methodological principles underpinning them.

Introduction to
Social Data

This introductory first-year module covers
key concepts in quantitative design and data
collection as a basis for understanding such social
phenomena. It introduces you to the core statistical
ideas that underlie quantitative research and the
software packages which are used to produce
analyses. It teaches you to think critically about
quantitative studies, not only examining how
this data is created, but how it can be used in
social contexts.

Ethnography
Now

Ethnography provides a means of exploring the
ways in which people live, experience and think
about their lives, particularly the networks of
interaction and meaning they create and inhabit.
This module will provide you with an appreciation
of the kinds of topics and social issues that
ethnographers work on in contemporary culture.

Into the Field

This module introduces you to methods of
fieldwork-based inquiry that are strongly featured
within the qualitative traditions of sociology and
anthropology. The module focuses on learning
through practical experimentation and involves
the design of your own research project which will
help prepare you for your dissertation.

Knowing the
Social World

This module explores and provides hands-on
experience of a variety of approaches to sociological
research such as interview skills, participant
observation, and sensory analysis.

Theoretical
Sociology

You will survey a variety of perspectives in social
theory. Topics can broadly be grouped under two
headings, though interrelations between the two
will be explored: general understandings of social
relations and processes (such as ethnomethodology
and actor-network theory); and big ideas about the
shape of contemporary society.

Quantitative
Data Analysis in
Social Science II

A good understanding of data collection, analysis
and interpretation is essential for much empirical
research, and is becoming increasingly relevant for
the competitive professional world. This module
will provide students with knowledge of a wide
range of quantitative analytical techniques. Using
a combination of lectures, practical demonstrations
and practical assignments, this module adopts a
hands-on approach.

FINAL YEAR CORE MODULE
Dissertation

The dissertation gives you the opportunity to
display your own abilities in researching and
communicating your ideas in relation to a topic
which really interests you. You may draw on
empirical data gathered from library research
or you own fieldwork.
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YEAR 2 AND FINAL YEAR OPTIONAL
MODULES
Globalisation

This module looks at the impact globalisation has
had on contemporary society and asks whether we
are living in a globalised world. After exploring
different ways of understanding globalisation
historically and theoretically, you will examine
various case studies like the media, migration and
terrorism, and their implications for identity
and culture.

Immigration in
Western Societies

The aim of this module is to introduce you to the
study of ethnic minorities in Western countries
based on the analysis of quantitative data, and to
provide you with analytical tools required to reach
evidence-based conclusions about immigrants and
immigration in a comparative perspective.

Media in Society

Introduces you to the ways sociologists,
anthropologists and cultural theorists have
conceptualised media in Western society. With the
use of specific examples, the module examines key
issues in traditional and new media, and provides
you with a basis to contextualise and critically
appraise social change and collective and individual
experiences.

On Violence

This module addresses three key questions:
What is violence? How can we understand
why it takes place? What can be done to reduce
social harms? A broad range of violence is
considered, including violence taking place in
inter-personal communications, organisational
behaviour, political governance, economic relations,
and physical conflict.

Consumption

The module will introduce key theories of
consumerism and consumer culture, connecting
theorists’ ideas to contemporary and historical
social patterns. We will look at characteristic
features of consumerism such as advertising,
examine different sites and spaces of consumption
such as the mall, the corner shop and mail order
catalogues, and study major fields of consumption,
namely food, fashion, and cars.

Gender
and Society

We will consider gender as a social and cultural
construction and evaluate the contribution gender
studies make to sociology more generally. The
module focuses in particular on cultural and
non-cognitive dimensions of gender and places
emphasis on gender and sexuality in daily life.

Addiction

What do we mean by ‘addiction’? In this module,
you will critically analyse the concepts, practices
and policy surrounding addiction, dependence,
drug use and treatment in contemporary society.

Police and
Policing

This module will introduce you to some of the
key theoretical perspectives, critical issues and
perennial debates in the study of the police,
with a particular focus on policing in England
and Wales. We will use a mixture of contemporary
case studies and topical issues to examine key
concepts, including the role of the police, police
discretion, the use of force, police accountability
and plural policing.

Disability
and Society

Whilst commonly thought of as medical in nature,
disability is a social issue that provides surprising
insights into a range of sociological topics. You
will look across cultures at how normality and
deviance are understood, produced and controlled,
and examine questions of social inclusion and
exclusion, independence and dependence, and the
constructedness of both disability and ability.

Culture and
Perception

What is reality and how do we come to perceive
reality in everyday life? This module considers
reality as we represent, perceive and experience it
through cultural mediators. We investigate realities
as situated practices, drawing on and drawing
together many things – technologies and objects,
people, gestures, meanings, and media.

Ethnomusicology

You will consider music’s consequences for
social structure and social experience; consider
some of the classic and current approaches within
the sociology of music; and exemplify these
approaches with reference to empirical studies
in music sociology.

Introduction to
Terrorism Studies

You will learn about the history of political and
religiously-motivated violence, the subjective and
debated definition of terrorism, as well as rates
and trends of terrorism.

The Holocaust
and Society

This module investigates the nature and causes
of the Holocaust and stimulates reflection on
the continuing significance of this momentous
event for our understanding of human nature
and social organisation. The module draws on
theories, methodologies and concepts from
sociology, social psychology, historical explanation
and moral philosophy.

Sociology of Art
and Culture

This module is an introduction to comparative
criminology and the nature and extent of crime
cross-nationally. You will learn about similarities
and differences in crime patterns, and responding
to crime between and among countries around
the world.

You will learn how cultural issues can be
investigated sociologically, explore sociological
viewpoints on the nature of artistic creation and
other forms of cultural activity and analyse how the
terms ‘art’ and ‘popular culture’ are used in different
social contexts.

Health and Illness
in Contemporary
Society Parts 1
and 2

You will critically analyse current academic
theories on health, illness and society. Taking an
interdisciplinary approach and drawing on texts
from medical sociology, health psychology and
cultural theory, you will consider why ‘health’
has become a key social value in contemporary
western society. You’ll cover the social patterning
of ill-health in terms of health inequalities, as well
as considering the collective practices of medicine
within formal and informal healthcare.

International
Criminal Justice
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KEY INFORMATION AT A GLANCE
UCAS
CODE
BA Single Honours

Sociology/
with Study Abroad

TYPICAL
OFFER

SELECTING YOUR CHOSEN LANGUAGE
CODE

SUBJECT

REQUIRED SUBJECT

Fren

French

Chin

Chinese
(Mandarin)

For the Beginners’ route:
GSCE in a modern foreign language grade B or 5.

L300/
L302

AAB-ABB; IB: 34-32;
BTEC: DDD-DDM

Sociology/
with Study Abroad

L303/
L304

AAB-ABB; IB: 34-32;
BTEC: DDD-DDM

Germ

German

Criminology/
with Study Abroad

M900/
M901

AAA-ABB; IB: 36-32;
BTEC: DDD-DDM

Ital

Italian

Port

Portuguese

Russ

Russian

Span

Spanish

BSc Single Honours

Combined Honours

For the Advanced route:
GCE AL in a modern foreign language (French, German, Italian,
Russian or Spanish) grade B; IB modern foreign language (French,
German, Italian, Russian or Spanish) HL5.

Philosophy and Sociology/
with Study Abroad

VL53/
VL5H

AAB-ABB; IB: 34-32;
BTEC: DDD-DDM

Politics and Sociology/
with Study Abroad

LLH2/
LL23

AAA-ABB; IB: 36-32;
BTEC: DDD-DDM

Sociology and Anthropology/
with Study Abroad

L3L6/
L3L7

AAB-ABB; IB: 34-32;
BTEC: DDD-DDM

Sociology and Criminology/
with Study Abroad

LM39/
LMH9

AAB-ABB; IB: 34-32;
BTEC: DDD-DDM

Sociology and Modern Languages
(Chinese, French, German, Italian,
Portuguese, Russian, or Spanish)

LR03

AAA-ABB; IB: 36-32;
BTEC: DDD-DDM

 Grade B at A level is required in any language you intend

BA/BSc Flexible Combined Honours/

Y004/
Y006/
Y007/
Y008/
Y014

A*AA-AAB; IB: 38-34;
BTEC: D*DD-DDD

 You may only choose one language

with Study Abroad/
with UK Work Experience/
with Work Abroad/
with Study and Work Abroad

We make every effort to ensure that entry requirements
are up-to-date in our printed literature. However, because
brochures are produced well in advance, our entry requirements
and offers may be subject to change.
For up to date details regarding entry requirements and
programme specifics, please see our Sociology pages at
www.exeter.ac.uk/ug/sociology
We strongly advise that you check this before attending an
Open Day or making your application. Some programmes
require prior study of specific subjects and may also have
minimum grade requirements at GCSE or equivalent,
particularly in English Language and/or Mathematics.

Applying to study Combined Honours
with Modern Languages
When applying to a Combined Honours degree with a modern
language you will need to indicate, under ‘further details’ in the
‘choices’ section of the application, the language you wish to
study using the codes in the table. Please note you may choose
only one language. For further information on completing
your UCAS form, please visit www.ucas.com and for more
information on language requirements for our Combined
Honours degrees go to www.exeter.ac.uk/ug/languages

Language requirements for Combined Honours
with Modern Languages
 Grade B or 5 at GCSE in any modern foreign language is all
that is required to study any of our seven languages on the
Beginners’ route as part of a Combined Honours degree
to study from A level

 Students pursuing language study on the basis of a GCSE
are normally classed as Beginners

 French, German, Italian, Russian, and Spanish can be studied
from A level or Beginners level, with both cohorts reaching
degree level in the final year

 Chinese and Portuguese can normally only be studied from
Beginners level with students reaching degree level in the
final year

For details of language requirements or entry onto Combined
Honours with Modern Languages programmes please visit our
website: www.exeter.ac.uk/ug/languages

International students
If you are an international student, you should consult our general
and subject-specific entry requirements information for A levels
and the International Baccalaureate, but the University also
recognises a wide range of international qualifications. You can
find further information about academic and English language
entry requirements at www.exeter.ac.uk/ug/international
For full and up-to-date information on applying and entry
requirements, including requirements for other types of
qualification, please see www.exeter.ac.uk/ug/applications

STREATHAM CAMPUS, EXETER
Website: www.exeter.ac.uk/ug/sociology
www.exeter.ac.uk/enquiry
Phone: 0300 555 60 60 (UK callers)
+44 (0)1392 723192 (EU/International callers)

THE UNIVERSITY OF EXETER

Teaching Excellence
Framework assessment 2017

5 star rated from QS

22,000 students from
178 countries

98%
98% of our research rated of
international quality 1

A member of the Russell Group
of universities

The UK’s fastest growing and
fastest rising research university2

FIND OUT MORE
Come to one of our open days. Visit us at our campuses
in Exeter and Cornwall: www.exeter.ac.uk/ug/visiting
For further information please visit
www.exeter.ac.uk/ug/sociology

Accuracy of subject brochure information

uniofexeter

The information in this subject brochure forms part of the undergraduate prospectus 2019 and is aimed at prospective
undergraduate students wishing to apply for a place at the University of Exeter (the University) and start a course with
us in autumn 2019. The prospectus and subject brochures describe in outline the courses and services offered by the
University and we make every effort to ensure that the information provided is accurate and up-to-date at the time of
going to print (undergraduate prospectus is printed January 2018 and subject brochures are printed in May 2018).

exeteruni

1
2

98% of our research was rated as 2*,3* or 4* in the Research Assessment Exercise 2014.
Between 2006/07 – 2015/16, the University of Exeter saw the greatest rise in research income, compared to all other Russell Group universities.

uniofexeter

2017CAMS319

However, it may be necessary for the University to make some changes to the information presented in the prospectus
following publication – for example, where it is necessary to reflect changes in practice or theory in an academic subject
as a result of emerging research; or if an accrediting body requires certain course content to be added or removed. More
information about our terms and conditions can be found at: www.exeter.ac.uk/undergraduate/applications/terms

