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welcome to the university 
of exeter open day
Getting the Exeter experience and making the most of your visit
An Open Day is the perfect way to find out 
more about our Cornwall Campus and help 
you decide if Exeter is the university for you. 

The day is packed with opportunities for you 
to see the full range of facilities, meet staff 
and students, and experience for yourself 
the atmosphere of our fantastic campus. We 
hope that you’ll find the day as interesting 
as it is enjoyable.

This brochure outlines all the activities and 
presentations on offer, helping you choose  
the ones of most interest to you. You may 
like to use page 7 to help you plan your day 
and ensure you fit in everything you want 
to see. If you have any questions during the 
day, just drop by the registration desk in 
the Refectory, we’ll be more than happy to 
help. Student Ambassadors wearing yellow 
t-shirts can be found across the campus; 
they’re here to help you, too.

For detailed information 
about our programmes, 
please visit our website: 
www.exeter.ac.uk/
undergraduate

For further information about  
the Open Day, contact the Admissions  
and Student Recruitment Office: 
tel: +44 (0)1326 371801 
email: cornwall@exeter.ac.uk

  

It was very helpful to hear about student life 
from students, it gave more of an insight into what 
student life is actually like at Cornwall. 
Open Day VisitOr, June 2011 

the Cornwall Campus is an inspiring, intimate and uniquely 

vibrant place to study. 

an energetic, diverse student community of roughly 4,000 

studies here, and the campus  – which we share and jointly 

manage with university College Falmouth – also attracts 

some of the world’s finest academics. students choose the 

university of exeter for its reputation; they choose the 

Cornwall Campus not just for its wonderful location and 

lifestyle, but for its friendliness and its fast-growing sense  

of success and momentum.

this unmistakable feeling of ambition and energy is 

underlined by a £50 million investment programme – in a 

world-class research centre, brand new accommodation 

and our striking library and student services facilities –  

all of which is nearly complete; everything will be ready 

for the start of the new academic year. this includes the 

environment and sustainability Institute (esI): a unique 

building in which over 100 academics and postgraduates 

will lead cutting-edge research into solutions to problems 

of environmental change. when you visit you’ll see some 

of these developments and improvements  in progress, 

so do take the opportunity to find out how the campus is 

changing and how, as a student, you’ll benefit from these 

fantastic new facilities.

this open day is intended to provide you with the 

information you need to help you decide if the Cornwall 

Campus is right for you. do make sure you take the time  

to find out as much as possible about life as a student, 

both in and out of the classroom. staff and students will be 

around all day to help answer your questions, and to tell 

you what it’s really like to live and study in this beautiful  

part of the country.

the student recruitment team will also be on hand at the 

registration desk in the refectory and we look forward to 

meeting you!

student recruitment team



what can I see and do?
Academic subject 
presentations
These sessions give you the opportunity 
to learn more about the programmes on 
offer on the campus, many of which are 
unique to Cornwall. You’ll have the chance 
to experience studying with us first hand, 
through interactive activities such as sample 
lectures and practical sessions. Academic 
staff will also be available to speak to you 
and discuss the detail of the programmes. 

Where: Details of rooms for each academic 
presentation can be found on page 6.

When: Academic presentations run from 
10:00 – 14:15, and a timetable can be found 
on page 6.

Academic and support 
services information fair
An academic and support services 
information fair will run throughout the 
day in the Refectory. Academic staff from 
each subject area and representatives 
from the following support services will 
be available: Accommodation, Admissions, 
Alumni, Careers Advisory Service, 
International Student Support, Student 
Finance, the Students’ Union (FXU) and 
Welfare (includes Accessibility, Chaplaincy, 
Counselling and the Nursery). 

In addition, you’re invited to visit our 
campus developments stand and learn more 
about the investments in new facilities. 

If you’re interested in studying as part of 
our Flexible Combined Honours scheme,  

a representative will be available to talk to 
you throughout the day.

Where: The Refectory.

When: 09:00 – 15:30.

General presentations
A series of general presentations will run 
throughout the day. Topics include:

Funding your study
A member of the Students’ Union Advice 
Unit will give an overview of student 
finance and the support available to fund 
your studies. Topics covered will include 
potential expenditure, the types and 
amounts of support available, how to apply 
for student finance, as well as an overview 
of the additional support offered by the 
University of Exeter.

The presentation will include time for 
questions at the end.

Where: Chapel Lecture Theatre.

When: 10:00 and 13:45.

Student life
Let current students tell you what studying 
in Cornwall is really like: their experience 
of  academic programmes, support and 
facilities, as well as what they get up to in 
their spare time, on and off campus.

Where: Chapel Lecture Theatre.

When: 09:15, 12:15 and 14:30.

Your UCAS application  
and applying to Exeter
Led by the Head of Admissions and Student 
Recruitment, this session considers the 
UCAS application process, including tips 
and guidance on how to write an excellent 
personal statement and what Admissions 
Tutors are looking for.

Where: Chapel Lecture Theatre.

When: 10:45 and 13:00.

Maximise your employability
This session highlights the range of 
opportunities for you to develop the skills 
employers want and to maximise your 
employability. Topics will include the Exeter 
and Leadership Award schemes, skills 
training, work experience and volunteering 
opportunities.

Where: Chapel Lecture Theatre.

When: 11:30.

Practical advice for parents
This session is introduced by the Admissions 
and Student Recruitment Manager and 
led by one of our Careers Consultants, 
herself the parent of a university student. 
Intended for parents and guardians, this 
session will help you offer practical support 
to prospective students in their important 
choice of programme and institution, and 
during their transition to university.

Where: Seminar Room C, Daphne du 
Maurier Building.

When: 09:15, 12:15 and 14:30. 
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Accommodation tours
Guided tours of our accommodation leave 
the Refectory every 15 minutes from 09:00 
until 15:00. There’s no need to book, but 
these tours do get very busy. We recommend 
you plan an accommodation tour around 
your subject and general presentations.

You may also wish to visit the new private 
student accommodation near Penryn 
Station. The show flat will be open all day, 
please take the Penryn Shuttle Bus if you’d 
like to look around. Further information 
about this development is available on the 
accommodation stand in the Refectory.

Alternatively, you may wish to view our virtual 
tour at www.exeter.ac.uk/virtualtours

Where: Inside the Refectory.

When: Every 15 minutes from 09:00  
until 15:00.

Campus tours
Walking tours of the campus take place 
throughout the day, led by student guides. 
The tours run subject to demand so there’s 
no need to book; they take in the whole 
campus, which is very steep in parts,  
so we’d advise you to wear something 
comfortable on your feet.

Where: Inside the Refectory by main steps.

When: Every 15 minutes from 09:00  
until 15:00.

Camborne School of Mines 
(CSM) test mine visit
CSM’s test mine is an underground facility, 
for explosive, mining practicals and 
experimentation. If you’re interested in 
studying Geology or Mining Engineering, 
optional visits to the CSM underground test 
mine will take place in the afternoon. Tours 

depart by minibus at 14:00 and 15:00 and 
take approximately two hours. All visitors 
or parents attending with prospective 
Geology/Mining Engineering students 
are welcome, but priority will be given to 
prospective students if demand is high. 
Please pre-book for the tour if you haven’t 
already done so, and re-confirm your 
booking on the day at our registration desk.

Tel: +44 (0)1326 371801 or

email: cornwall@exeter.ac.uk

Please note that the mine is entered at ground 
level but the floor is wet, muddy and uneven 
in places. We recommend that you bring 
wellingtons/walking boots and a warm jacket.

Where: Departs outside the Learning 
Resource Centre (LRC), opposite main 
reception.

When: 14:00 and 15:00.

tours and visits

Gave my parents more information  

on financing my studies. 

Open Day VisitOr, June 2011 

This was really fantastic, and very informative. The student who talked also 
gave a good indication of what getting a 
job was like etc.

Open Day VisitOr, June 2011 
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subject presentations 
Our talks run throughout the day and a 
timetable with room locations can be found 
on page 6. Academic subject presentations 
will last no more than 50 minutes, except 
the CSM sessions test mine visit, and the 
optional extensions to both Biosciences and 
Geography (see note above table on page 6).

Biosciences
Our programmes in Conservation 
Biology and Ecology, Zoology, Animal 
Behaviour, Evolutionary Biology, and 
Environmental Science are taught by some 
of the UK’s foremost biologists, working 
in conservation, ecology and evolution. 
Our conservation and ecology degrees 
offer more direct field experience than any 
other comparable degrees in the UK. Our 
staff have close links with a wide range 
of conservation organisations, many of 
which contribute guest lecturers to this 
programme. Our three-year degrees are now 
also available as four-year programmes with 
study abroad. The brand new Environment 
and Sustainability Institute (ESI) will be 
home to over 20 field-leading academics  
and over 70 postgraduates: their experience, 
expertise and cutting-edge, interdisciplinary 
research will feed into many elements of 
Biosciences.

This session takes the form of a subject talk 
followed by a sample practical lab session.

Please note, BSc Environmental Science  
is taught jointly with Geography and will  
be part of the Geography session at this  
Open Day.

Where: Lecture Theatre A.

When: Subject presentation (followed by 
lab session): 10:00 and 13:00.

Camborne School of Mines
Camborne School of Mines (CSM) 
teaches programmes in Geology, Mining 
Engineering and Renewable Energy. CSM 
has an international reputation within 
industry, and offers excellent opportunities 
for student placements and graduate 
employment both in the UK and overseas. 
This session begins with an overview of 
CSM, including its scholarship scheme. 
Following this session, you’ll be taken to 
your choice of presentation about one of  
the three main subject areas:

Geology
Our Geology programmes have been 
designed to provide the skills and 
experience relevant to potential employers, 
and CSM has one of the best graduate 
geoscience employment records in the 
UK. This presentation takes place in our 
Geology Teaching Laboratory and provides 
a programme overview, including details of 
field work and graduate destinations in the 
UK and overseas.

Mining Engineering
Our BEng Mining Engineering graduates 
are highly sought after by industry both in 
the UK and around the world. CSM offers 
excellent facilities, including a state-of-the-
art mineral analysis suite, and is the only 
department in the UK to have its own test 
mine for teaching and research.

This session includes an overview of the 
programme and a tour of our excellent 
departmental facilities.

Renewable Energy
Our Renewable Energy programmes have 
been designed specifically to meet the 
needs of employers and offer excellent 
employment prospects. They are practical, 
vocational programmes for individuals 
seeking a professional role in the rapidly 
expanding and strategically important 
energy sector. This session is held in 
our fully equipped Renewable Energy 
Laboratory. 

Where: Lecture Theatre A.

Test mine visits
If you’re interested in studying Geology or 
Mining Engineering, optional tours to the 
CSM underground test mine will take place 
in the afternoon.

Where: Departs outside the Learning 
Resource Centre (LRC) opposite main 
reception.

When: 14:00 and 15:00.

English
English at the Cornwall Campus focuses on 
seminar-based teaching, where you’ll have 
the opportunity to contribute regularly 
to discussions and get to know staff and 
fellow students well. Our programmes are 
characterised by unique options in literature 
and the environment. 
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We also offer English as a Joint Honours 
degree with History or Geography, or you 
can study under our Flexible Combined 
Honours scheme. This session includes 
an informal introduction to the structure 
and content of the degrees, and a sample 
seminar on the critical reading of a literary 
text, with the opportunity for participation 
and questions.

Where: Cinema in the Media Centre.

When: 11:00. 

Geography
As a Geography student you’ll have the 
opportunity to study the latest topics in 
the field, from climate change to popular 
culture. You’ll gain experience using the 
latest GIS system, remote sensing and 
digital mapping software and you’ll have  
the opportunity to carry out work-based 
study and an extensive range of field work. 

We also offer Environmental Science 
(taught jointly with Biosciences) and Joint 
Honours degrees with Politics, History and 
English, or you can study under our Flexible 
Combined Honours scheme. This session 
takes the form of a subject talk followed 
by a sample lecture, with the opportunity 
to speak to academic staff about our 
programmes.

Please note, BSc Environmental Science is 
taught jointly with Biosciences and will be part 
of the Geography session at this Open Day.

Where: Seminar Room 2, Peter Lanyon 
Building.

When: 10:00 and 13:00.

History
History at our Cornwall Campus combines 
the traditional quality of an Exeter 
History degree with a fresh and innovative 
perspective. We offer a Single Honours BA 
History, as well as three Joint Honours 
degrees and the Flexible Combined Honours 
scheme. We reflect environmental and 
ecological approaches to history in our 
teaching as well as the more traditional 
aspects, and also offer a unique Public 
History pathway designed to develop your 
employability skills through project work 
with external organisations.

This session includes a sample history 
seminar and the opportunity to speak 
to a member of academic staff about our 
programmes.

Where: Seminar Room 3, Peter Lanyon 
Building.

When: 12:15.

Mathematics and  
the Environment
This programme addresses questions 
relating to climate change and our – and 
the natural world’s – response and reaction 
to it. Combining a solid foundation in 
mathematics and statistics with key 
environmental and societal issues and 
policies, the programme caters for 
employment in traditional areas for 
mathematics graduates, as well as in new 
areas in sustainability, renewable energies 
and environment policy. It’s directed by 
Professor Stuart Townley, Chair in Applied 
Mathematics at the Environment and 
Sustainability Institute (ESI); students  
will benefit from exposure to cutting- 
edge interdisciplinary research through  
the programme’s close relationship with  
the ESI.

This session will include a general  
overview and sample lecture, with Q&As 
following each.

Where: Seminar Room H, Daphne du 
Maurier Building.

When: 11:15 and 14:15.

Very inspiring, the speakers demonstrated 
real passion for their work, along with a superior 
level of knowledge. 
Open Day VisitOr, June 2011 
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Politics and  
International Studies
We offer both a Single Honours BA 
programme in Politics and International 
Studies as well as two Joint Honours 
degrees which enable you to study 
Politics with Geography or History. You 
can also study Politics as part of our 
Flexible Combined Honours scheme. We 
have particular research strengths in 
international relations, Chinese politics, 
American politics, political theory, political 
behaviour, political psychology and 
environmental politics and sustainability; 
this is reflected in the distinctive core 
and optional modules available to Politics 
students at the Cornwall Campus. This 
session will include a sample Politics 
seminar and the opportunity to speak 
to a member of academic staff about our 
programmes.

Where: Seminar Room M, Daphne du 
Maurier Building.

When: 10:00.

Flexible Combined  
Honours Scheme
This innovative Combined Honours scheme 
enables you to combine modules from up to 
three different fields of study not otherwise 
available through an existing Joint Honours 
programme. The title of your degree will 
reflect your areas of study, for example  
BSc Geography and Environmental Law  
or BA English and Politics.

You can choose to study:

•  English

•  Environmental Law

•  Geography

•  History

•  Politics

This session will outline the innovative 
nature of the scheme and includes the 
opportunity to speak to a member of 
academic staff.

Where: Seminar Room 3, Peter Lanyon 
Building.

When: 13:30.

Students were funny and covered 

everything a prospective student  

would want to know. 

Open Day VisitOr, June 2011 

Very interesting and informative. We were given an additional talk...which was 
also informative and well organised. 

Open Day VisitOr, June 2011 
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what’s on and when?
Academic Subject Presentations last no more than 50 minutes, except where stated. (The am and pm 
Biosciences talks are followed by optional lab sessions; Geography sessions are followed by a chance to meet staff.) 

General Presentations last approximately 40 minutes. See map on page 9 for locations.

Please note: our subject presentations can be very busy and we give priority to prospective 
students. If spaces remain, parents are more than welcome to join the sessions.

What’s on How long Where

09:00 Registration and Information Fair opens All day Refectory

Accommodation Tours 30 mins Refectory every 15 minutes until 15:00

Campus Tours 30 mins Refectory every 15 minutes until 15:00

09:15 Student Life 40 mins Chapel Lecture Theatre

Practical advice for parents 40 mins Seminar Room C, Daphne du Maurier Building

10:00 Funding your study 40 mins Chapel Lecture Theatre

Politics 50 mins Seminar Room M, Daphne du Maurier Building

Geography (followed by chance to meet staff) 2 hours Seminar Room 2, Peter Lanyon Building

Biosciences (followed by Lab session) 2 hours Lecture Theatre A (Seminar Room J, Daphne du Maurier Building)

10:45 Your UCAS application 40 mins Chapel Lecture Theatre

11:00 English 50 mins Cinema in the Media Centre

11:15 Mathematics and the Environment 50 mins Seminar Room H, Daphne du Maurier Building

11:30 Maximise your employability 40 mins Chapel Lecture Theatre

12:15 Student Life 40 mins Chapel Lecture Theatre

Practical advice for parents 40 mins Seminar Room C, Daphne du Maurier Building

History 50 mins Seminar Room 3 , Peter Lanyon Building

Camborne School of Mines (CSM) 30 mins Lecture Theatre A

13:00 Your UCAS application 40 mins Chapel Lecture Theatre

Geography (followed by chance to meet staff) 2 hours Seminar Room 2, Peter Lanyon Building

Biosciences (followed by Lab session) 2 hours Lecture Theatres A and B (Seminar Room  J, Daphne du Maurier 
Building)

13:30 Flexible Combined Honours and Combined 
Honours outline

50 mins Seminar Room 3, Peter Lanyon Building

13:45 Funding your study 40 mins Chapel Lecture Theatre

14:00 Mine Visit 2 1/4 hours Outside Learning Resource Centre

14:15 Mathematics and the Environment 50 mins Seminar Room H, Daphne du Maurier Building

14:30 Student Life 40 mins Chapel Lecture Theatre

Practical advice for parents 40 mins Seminar Room C, Daphne du Maurier Building

15:00 Mine Visit 2 1/4 hours Outside Learning Resource Centre

6  Cornwall Campus Open Day



Note down here any questions you wish to ask: 

09:00

09:30

10:00

10:30

11:00

11:30

12:00

12:30

13:00

13:30

14:00

14:30

15:00

15:30

your timetable for the day
To help you get the most out of your day, you may wish to complete the timetable below.
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practical arrangements 
and how to find us 
Arrival and registration
When you arrive, please head to the 
Refectory to register. In line with 
our commitment to environmental 
sustainability, we won’t be handing out 
carrier bags, so you might like to bring a bag 
with you for any literature you collect.

Visitors with disabilities/
special needs
We encourage visitors who need special 
arrangements to contact us on +44 (0)1326 
371801 or email cornwall@exeter.ac.uk 
so we can plan for your visit. Blue badge 
holders are able to park on campus in 
designated areas.

Catering
When you arrive we’ll give you a voucher 
for a free tea or coffee, and you can buy all 
kinds of food and refreshments from the 
Refectory (open 09:00 – 15:00)  and the 
campus bar (open 10:00 – 15:00); there’s a 
well-stocked shop (open 10:00 – 18:00) on 
campus too.

Overnight accommodation
The Falmouth and Penryn area offers a wide 
choice of hotels, B&Bs and restaurants. You 
can find information about where to stay at 
www.exeter.ac.uk/visit/university/stay

Travel arrangements

How to find us 

For directions and maps, please see  
www.exeter.ac.uk/visit/directions

Please remember to bring your completed 
Travel Subsidy Claim form with you on the  
day (enclosed with this brochure).

Parking on the day
Parking is free for Open Day in all Cornwall 
Campus car parks. This includes the Pay and 
Display car parks and those sign-posted 
‘permit only’.

Directions to the Cornwall Campus 
(known locally as Tremough Campus)
If you’re driving, it’s best not to rely on 
satellite navigation systems, so use these 
directions instead: 

The Cornwall Campus is approx two hours’ 
drive from Exeter. From the north, take the 
A30 west from Exeter until you reach the 
A39 signposted Truro. Drive through Truro 
following the signs for the A39 to Falmouth. 
At the Treluswel roundabout, cross straight 
over, following the signs for University 
Campus Tremough (our Cornwall Campus). 
At the Treliever roundabout turn left, 
again following the signs to the University 
Campus Tremough. The campus entrance 
is on your right after approximately 200 
metres.

Train
The campus is in Penryn, which has its own 
train station. There is a frequent direct 
service to Truro from many major British 
cities. At Truro, change to the branch line 
service to Falmouth and leave the train at 
Penryn. The campus is about a 20 minute 
walk from the station so please take 
advantage of the free shuttle service  
to the campus (see above right). For  
train times please contact national rail  
enquiries (tel: 08457 484950 or visit  
www.nationalrail.co.uk). Alternatively you 
can leave the train at Truro train station 
and catch the No. 88 bus from outside 
the station direct to the campus. For 
timetabling visit www.travelinesw.com 

Free shuttle from Penryn  
train station
For those travelling by rail, there is a free 
shuttle bus service from Penryn train 
station to the campus, running from 08:00 
until 17:30 (last bus from the campus bus 
stop). If you would prefer to book a taxi 
from the station, telephone +44 (0)1326 
373007 or +44 (0)1326 212141.

Bus
National Express coaches stop in  
Penryn. For timetables, contact National 
Express (tel: 08717 818178 or visit  
www.nationalexpress.com). For bus 
services within the South West, visit  
www.travelinesw.com 

Air
The closest airport to the Cornwall  
Campus is Newquay. Car hire and taxi 
services are also available at Newquay 
Airport. For hire car information visit  
www.newquaycornwallairport.com  

NB: Newquay Airport is approximately 
40km from Penryn and if you’re using public 
transport you will need to take a bus from the 
airport to Newquay and then another bus to 
Penryn (typical total journey time 1hr 30 mins 
to 2 hours). 

For all public transport connections visit 
www.traveline.org.uk
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Due to all the investment in new facilities, 
which complete this year, there are 
development works currently taking place 
at the Cornwall Campus. To make sure  
you keep safe, please keep to the paths,  
do not cross construction barriers and 
avoid walking in the road. 

As a general rule, unless a member of 
staff asks you to, please don’t touch any 
equipment. In an emergency, contact 
the nearest member of staff or Student 
Ambassador, and, if you need first aid,  
ask at the main reception on campus.

Refectory and Daphne du  
Maurier Building
Information fair and presentations 
for: CSM, Biosciences, Mathematics 
and the Environment, Politics and 
Practical Advice for Parents.

Learning Resource Centre
Departure point for test mine visits.

Main Reception

The Exchange  

Chapel Lecture Theatre
Presentations for: Student Life, 
Your UCAS Application, Funding 
your Study and Maximise your 
Employability.

Glasney Student Village

Environment and  
Sustainability Institute  

Peter Lanyon Building
Presentations for History, 
Geography, Combined and Flexible 
Combined Honours.

Cinema, the Media Centre
Presentation for English.

Visitor Parking

Disabled Parking

Bus Stop

Toilet Facilities 
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www.exeter.ac.uk/undergraduate
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This document forms part of the University’s Undergraduate Prospectus. Every effort has been made to ensure that 
the information contained in the Prospectus is correct at the time of going to print. The University will endeavour 
to deliver programmes and other services in accordance with the descriptions provided on the website and in this 
prospectus. The University reserves the right to make variations to programme content, entry requirements and 
methods of delivery and to discontinue, merge or combine programmes, both before and after a student’s admission 
to the University. Full terms and conditions can be found at www.exeter.ac.uk/undergraduate/applications/disclaimer

The Cornwall Campus is a 
Combined Universities in 
Cornwall initiative and part- 
funded by the EU Regional 
Development Fund.

Further InFormatIon

admissions and student recruitment
university of exeter
Cornwall Campus
penryn
Cornwall tr10 9eZ 

telephone +44 (0)1326 371801
email cornwall@exeter.ac.uk

Photography by Nick Bailey, Bob Berry, Matt Jessop, Sophia Milligan, Ben Rowe and Steve Tanner. 
Printed on Revive recycled paper using vegetable inks.

Find us on Facebook and twitter:
www.facebook.com/exeteruni
www.twitter.com/uniofexeter


