[image: image1.jpg]



Migrations Research Network
Thursday 1 March 1:00 – 3:00   

Lecture Theatre 1 Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies

(Lunch will be provided)
Dr. Nadje Al-Ali

Gendered Diasporic Spaces: Oral Histories, Memories and Transnational 

Mobilization of Iraqi Women

In her forthcoming book Iraqi Women (Zed Books, March 2007), Dr. Al-Ali traces the political history of Iraq from post-colonial independence, to the emergence of a women’s movement in the 1950s and Saddam Hussein’s early policy of state feminism.  The book also discusses the increases in social conservatism, domestic violence and prostitution, and shows that, far from being passive victims, Iraqi women have been, and continue to be, key political actors.  Following the invasion and occupation, Al-Ali analyses the impact of Islam on women’s lives and argues that US-led calls for liberation may in the long term serve to oppress the women of Iraq further.  For the Migrations Network, she will address the diaspora.

Please RSVP to j.a.hickman@exeter.ac.uk (Jenny) if you would like to attend, so we can get the right quantity for lunch.

