
What is ‘green’ chemistry? It is the design of 
chemical products and processes that reduce or 
eliminate the generation of hazardous substances. 
There are several steps you can take to make your 
experiments safer for staff, more sustainable, and 
create less hazardous waste. Steps to take:
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Plan your  
experiments

Consider 
substitutes1 2

• Plan carefully to use the minimum amount of
chemicals and reduce waste as much as possible
• Check your inventory before purchasing new
items and determine if an order is necessary
– can you borrow overstock will be wasted) a
chemical when only a small amount is needed?
• Consolidate orders with other groups
• Only buy what you need (avoid ordering in bulk
if overstock will be wasted)
• Consider disposal when planning your experiment

Research less harmful alternatives to achieve the same results! 
Plan experiments with safer reagents and catalysts for less 
hazardous chemical syntheses. Can toxic products and waste 
created be reduced/minimised?

Greener solvent guide:

• Keep track of your inventory to avoid buying duplicates
• Share overstock with other labs so none is wasted

• Correct disposal at the end of an experiment is essential
• Consult your lab manager if you have questions

Managing inventory  
and sharing resources3

Disposal4

Scan to learn more about lab sustainability 
at the University of Exeter

Any questions? Contact LEAF@exeter.ac.uk
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