
KEY APPLICATION DEADLINES 

This will be a very busy year with applications, university  
visits and the stress of exams, with plenty of deadlines  
along the way. University websites can vary, so remember 
that the definitive guide to general university applications  
and admissions is UCAS (Universities and Colleges 
Admissions Service). 

Important Dates

15 Jan The application deadline through UCAS

End of Feb Student Finance application opens

Early April University of Exeter accommodation  
application opens

Early May Offer confirmation date is usually the end 
of the first week of May, but an individual’s 
deadline is on UCAS Track

31 May Application deadline for Student Finance

31 July University of Exeter accommodation deadline 

Find out more information about the application process. 

PLAN AS A FAMILY 

Time will fly and it’s easy to lose track of what you need to 
do and when. The extent to which students require support 
will vary, but if they do need a little guidance, then try to do 
this planning together. Encourage your young person to be 
proactive with their application – it will relieve the pressure 
on everyone and will also encourage independence in your 
child at this key transitional phase in their life. Try out one 
(or more!) of these ideas to keep everyone up-to-date with 
deadlines and visits:

WAITING FOR OFFERS 

The UCAS application is often stressful and there is natural 
relief once the form is finalised and sent off. It’s normal 
to want to know the results immediately, but how long it 
takes to hear varies hugely based on the university and the 
course choices. You student might hear from one or two 
of their five choices within a few weeks or even days and 
they will understandably feel very excited and encouraged. 
Your challenge is to manage their expectations, as most 
universities have until the end of March to process offers,  
so it could be a long time until they hear from their 
remaining choices. 
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With around a year to go before your son or daughter heads off to university, our 
knowledgeable and experienced staff are here to help guide you through the process.  
From navigating the application process to sorting financial support and accommodation,  
we aim to ensure you feel as prepared as possible to make your child’s transition to  
university run smoothly. 

Members of our team are also parents themselves, with children at or heading to university,  
so we understand some of the challenges you might face. We are here to help and advise,  
so if you have any questions drop us an email at: parents-guardians@exeter.ac.uk

Click here  
to visit our 

JARGON
BUSTER 

TOP 
TIP

Schools will also set their own internal 
deadlines to make sure students meet 
the UCAS application deadlines, so be 
sure to find those out too.

exeter.ac.uk

Share them on a  
family calendar ...

... or through a cloud based calendar 
app if you’re more tech-savvy ...

... or use reminders in  
your mobile phones.

https://www.ucas.com/parents-signup
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/undergraduate/applications/applying/
http://parents-guardians@exeter.ac.uk
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/media/universityofexeter/undergraduatewebsite/documents/Application_Jargon_buster.pdf
http://exeter.ac.uk


Remember, no news is not necessarily bad news in the 
admissions world. Find out more about how we process 
applications and offers so that you can help managing your 
child’s expectations whilst they await offers.

For confidentiality reasons, we are unable to discuss 
specific questions relating to an individual’s application 
unless your son or daughter has given express permission 
via their UCAS application for you to do so. On the UCAS 
application there is a field for a ‘nominated contact’ who 
could be a parent, school teacher or careers adviser – 
check who this is beforehand. 

MAKING A DECISION 

Researching institutions ahead of application deadlines 
will mean that your student will have more time to make 
the decision that’s best for them, with all the information 
they need. If your young person has not yet applied, here 
are some suggestions of how to gather information on 
different institutions in order to get your student engaged 
and excited in the process, exploring lots of possibilities  
and helping them to find the right university for them.  
The University of Exeter still welcomes applications up  
to the deadline and if you’ve missed our formal open days, 
there are other visit opportunities available.

In addition, many universities organise Offer-Holder Visit 
Days, specifically designed for those who have received an 
offer. This is a great way to find out more about the subject 
or department. Academics and current students will be on 
hand to answer course-specific queries. At the University of 
Exeter, we hold relatively large offer-holder events but with 
individual department strands so that you can get a feel for 
campus life as well as for your specific subject. Academics 
and current students will be on hand to answer course-
specific queries. 

BE TIME-AND BUDGET SAVVY! 

Whilst they can be very beneficial in the decision-making 
process, trying to see lots of institutions can be impractical, 
time-consuming and costly. Remember, you don’t have to do 
it all! If you’ve still got lots of universities to visit, there are 
plenty of ways to save time and money without sacrificing 
on the overall experience. For example, find out if the 
university offers discounts on travel, hotels and restaurants 
that will help with the cost of the visit, or have a chat to the 
recruitment teams at the chosen institutions to 
see what they advise. 

STUDENT SUPPORT 

Universities welcome students from all backgrounds,  
and student wellbeing at University is a priority. At the 
University of Exeter, we have dedicated teams who work  
to ensure that students feel included and supported 
throughout their degree. We have financial, academic, 
wellbeing and peer support available for students from 
Widening Participation backgrounds, plus tailored  
support for students with disabilities. 

Encourage your child to chat to these Support Teams at 
Open Days and Visit Days to find out about the services 
provided, so that they feel more comfortable should they 
need to access that support once they arrive. However,  
it is important in the application stage that you are happy 
with the provision and services that are on offer.

Find out more about safety and welfare for students. 

TOP 
TIP

Set aside a time for your young person to ‘pitch’ 
their decision to you. Allow them to make 

a case for their preferred choice and 
listen to their reasons for this choice. 
Ask them questions in a supportive 
way to encourage any areas of deeper 

reflection you think are a good idea.

TOP TIP
We offer discounts on hotels, 
restaurants and travel to help with 
the cost of your visit to us. We’ll send 
you details about this when you book 
a visit.

TOP TIP
We understand that you’ll want to  
feel sure that your son/daughter 
is going to be living somewhere 
safe and secure, with a supportive 
community around them. Look out  
for more info on this in our next  
two editions.

GET IN TOUCH  
We hope that this first newsletter has been helpful to you. If you are supporting a young adult in applying to 
university and have a specific question or topic you would like covering in the future, please do get in touch. 

Email us at: parents-guardians@exeter.ac.uk
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