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RAG, Debating Society

AGE: 
19 

YEAR OF STUDY: 
1st Year

CURRENT ACCOMMODATION: 
Maple Forest Halls

How it differs from school? 
Biography: After completing my GCSE’s I went to college and studied subjects I enjoyed and did well at during school. Learning 
at university is very different from school and college in many ways. Firstly there are different styles of learning, such as lectures, 
seminars and workshops. Seminars are smaller in size than a lecture and feel like one big conversation on a certain theme. I love 

seminars as these give me an opportunity to form and contribute my own opinion on a topic I’ve studied that week. I’m much more proactive 
about studying while at university, as I only have ten hours of lessons a week, but I am still expected to study for the same amount of time you 
would at school...sometimes even more. It can be hard at times, but there is plenty of support available such as our lecturers (a fancy name for 
a teacher), who invite you to their office to discuss your work. Balancing your work with extra activities is a new skill I’ve acquired, but once 
gained university gives you the opportunity to do what you want, when you want.
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Seminars: Small groups of students 
and a lecturer meet weekly to discuss 
and voice their opinions on topics 
students have learnt throughout the 
week. Occasionally I prepare arguments 
in my head beforehand, which helps win 
debates.

“ ” Independent Study:  
I am expected to undertake independent 
study while not in lessons. However, this 
allows you the freedom to study when and 
where you want and I sometimes study at 
home in my pyjamas.

Helping Hand: There is always an 
array of volunteering opportunities to get 
involved in whilst at university. A very popular 
society at university is the RAG – Raising and 
Giving society. Joining RAG is an excellent way 
to develop skills, make new friends and give 
something to the local community.

Lectures: Many people are taught 
through lectures at university and I have three 
a week. My entire year, consisting of two 
hundred students, attends a single lecture 
where a lecturer will speak to the class on  
a particular subject and we are expected to 
take notes.

“ ” Workshops:                
Practical workshops are 
common within some 
subjects, such as Physics 
and Chemistry, and enable 
you to learn with a hands-
on approach normally 
overseen by a lecturer.

“ ” Campus:                      
Most universities are split 
into subject departments 
each having their own 
building. Sometimes all 
departmental buildings are 
in a single location – this 
is traditionally called a 
university campus. Other 
universities have their 
departments spread across 
a city – these are called  
city campuses.


