
Governors for Schools  

School governors can transform the lives of children and young people by improving education 

standards. Working as a team, governors support and challenge senior school leadership. Their 

professional skills and expertise are harnessed to make strategic decisions that improve the learning 

environment and future prospects for children in schools. 

 
Why become a school governor? 

Being a school governor is a chance to experience leadership at board level at any point in one’s 
career. Governors balance the school’s budget, hire the head teacher and make strategic decisions. 
The role provides individuals with the opportunity to develop and hone skills such as negotiation, 
influencing and teamwork. 

Volunteers need to be dedicated people who care about improving education, but they do not need 
prior board experience. It makes the role perfect for professionals looking to improve their business 
and leadership skills, give back to society and enhance children’s futures. 

What is the time commitment? 

Most governor appointments are for a term of four years. Governors are expected to attend three full 
governing body and three committee meetings per year as a minimum. The preparation, participation 
and travel for these meetings, and training, will comprise around 7 hours a month. Schools also like 
Governors to be able to visit the school at least once or twice a year so that you can meet teachers 
and pupils, and see the school in action. 

What support will you receive? 

We are committed to ensuring newly appointed governors are up to speed and effective in their roles 
as quickly as possible. We provide a number of services to support you from the start: 

e-Learning 

High quality e-learning provision, with a suite of free modules that are essential training for any 
governor in their first year. 

The Key 

Six months’ free membership of The Key for School Governors for you and your fellow 
governors. The Key is the trusted online information service that provides practical guidance and 
resources to help you to perform your role effectively. This offer is open to governors at primary and 
secondary schools who have not used The Key in the last two years. 

Monthly webinars 

Our webinars are an easy to access source of information on vital topics such as safeguarding and 
the latest changes to Ofsted inspections. Each month we’ll keep you up to date with a new subject. 

What next? 

To apply to become a school governor is easy. Complete our application form online highlighting your 
skills, your motivation and specifying what you are looking for including phase of education and the 
distance you want to travel. We’ll then get in touch with you with suitable vacancies, make 
introductions to the school and guide you through the process. 

https://www.governorsforschools.org.uk/volunteers/apply/  

https://www.governorsforschools.org.uk/volunteers/apply/

