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Country Profile - Romania 

 
 
Job market 
 

Charities and non-governmental organisations (NGOs) are typical employers of overseas 

citizens, offering opportunities to work with children or on community projects. Work may 

also be available for teachers of English as a foreign language. The increase of big 

international companies in Romania means there is a greater possibility of UK citizens 

finding work in the country.   

What are my chances of getting a job? 

 
 Typical problems encountered: the Romanian economy is still recovering from 

the economic downturn and as such competition for jobs is high. The high number 
of applicants per job means that recruiters are sometimes resorting to selecting 

people using recommendations. 
 How to improve your chances: with the increase in multinational firms, there is a 

demand for fluency in certain languages, including English, French and German. 

High levels of IT are also sought after and qualifications in ICT will be viewed 
favourably. Make sure you specify these sorts of skills on your CV and applications. 

Contact international companies with offices in Romania as this is one of the most 
likely ways for UK citizens to secure a job there. 

 Language requirements: Romanian is the official language of Romania. English is 

the most used foreign language and in the main cities you can often communicate 
in basic English for work and everyday living. However, Western Europeans who live 

in Romania say that speaking the local language is very important for a normal life. 

 

Where can I work? 
 

 Major industries: electric machinery and equipment, textiles and footwear, light 
machinery and auto assembly, food and beverage, energy, crude oil processing, 

metallurgy, chemicals. 
 Recent growth areas: IT, service industries.  
 Industries in decline: many areas of industry have been in decline due to the 

global economic crisis but most are showing signs of a gradual recovery. There is 
an oversupply of workers in areas of construction, labouring, metal work and 

transport and freight. 
 Shortage occupations: Romania has a shortage of skilled workers. Vacancies that 

appear most often are for statistical and finance clerks, buyers, business 

professionals, childcare workers, directors and chief executives (EURES, 2012).    
 Major companies: OMV Petrom SA (oil company), Automobile-Dacia SA (car 

manufacturer), RomPetrol Rafinare SA (oil refinery), Metro Cash & Carry Romania 
SRL, Orange Romania SA, British American Tobacco (Romania) Trading SRL, Real,-
Hypermarket Romania SRL, Carrefour Romania SA (supermarket chain), Nokia 

Romania SRL, Vodafone Romania SA. 
 Search for more companies: Kompass, a worldwide business directory 

searchable by country, Europages, Golden Pages Romania, British Romanian 
Chamber of Commerce. 

 Major cities: Bucharest (capital and largest), Cluj-Napoca, Iaşi, Timişoara, 

Constanţa, Craiova. 

http://gb.kompass.com/
http://www.europages.co.uk/
http://www.paginiaurii.ro/
http://www.brcconline.eu/
http://www.brcconline.eu/
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What’s it like working in Romania? 

 
 Average working hours: 8 per day and 40 per week. The usual working hours are 

9am to 6pm, Monday to Friday. The working week cannot exceed 48 hours, 
consistent with the EU working time directive. Work carried out between 10pm and 

6am is classed as night work.  
 Holidays: employees are entitled to a minimum of 20 days paid annual leave, plus 

11 public holidays. 
 Tax rates: the basic rate of income tax is 16%. Employees also pay a contribution 

toward social and health insurance which helps to cover unemployment and 

sickness. 

 
 
Applying for jobs 
 
It is possible to apply for jobs when you arrive in Romania, however, due to high 

competition it may be advisable to secure a job before you move.  
 

The application process is similar to that in the UK. A CV and covering letter are used with 
some larger companies using application forms.  
 

The typical CV in Romania contains: 
 

 personal information (contact details and nationality); 
 employment information in reverse chronological order; 
 education details starting from the most recently attended institution and the 

highest qualification achieved; 
 details of any skills, hobbies or major achievements that may be relevant to the 

role applied for; 
 names of three referees, with their job titles and contact details. 

 

The CV should be no more than two pages of A4. Many companies and some of the official 
institutions for employment services recommend the European-format CV, available 

from Europass. 
 
Covering letters should be no longer than a page and should demonstrate how you are 

suited to the role and why you wish to work in Romania.  
 

It is important that you check the language requirements for the job. If the employer 
wants someone who speaks Romanian, your application should be in Romanian. Only 

apply in English if it is an accepted language of the job. If you are unsure, contact the 
employer for clarification.  
 

Many companies, especially larger ones, will conduct two interviews. The first will typically 
be with an HR manager and will be followed by another with the line/company manager.  

 
The structure of the interviews will be similar to those in the UK. Make sure you provide 
examples that show you have the skills required in the job. You should also research the 

company beforehand so you can talk with confidence about the industry and show your 
enthusiasm for the job. It is advisable to take copies of your diplomas and certificates, 

reference letters and your CV to the interview.  
 

In some cases, interviews are followed by practice tests and/or psychometric tests. 

http://europass.cedefop.europa.eu/en/home
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Will my UK qualifications be recognised? 

 
UK qualifications will typically be recognised by Romanian employers as the European 
education system has been standardised through the Bologna Process, of which Romania 
is a member. This allows qualifications to be easily compared.  

 
If you wish to compare your professional, vocational or technical qualifications with those 

in Romania, you can consult ENIC-NARIC. Another useful resource for helping with the 
comparison of your qualifications is Europass. It provides five documents that enable 
international employers to understand your subjects of study, training and work 

experience. It also records non-formal learning and language skills.  
 

Do I still need to pay UK tax and National Insurance? 
 
If you are planning to live and work in Romania, check your UK tax and National 
Insurance position with HM Revenue & Customs (HMRC) to ensure that you are not losing 
any UK pension rights. 

 
 
Vacancy sources 
 

Job websites 
 

 British Council Romania - for teaching English. 
 eJobs - information available in English. 
 EURES - European Job Mobility Portal – job search facility and network of advisors. 

 Job Bank - information in English. 
 Tiptopjob.com - covers jobs in many countries including Romania, in English. 

 
Recruitment agencies 

 
Recruitment agencies in Romania include: 

 
 Adecco Romania  
 Loyalia  

 Manpower Romania  
 

For more details about recruitment agencies in Romania visit Golden Pages Romania. 
Euro-CIETT - the European section of the International Confederation of Private 
Employment Agencies (CIETT) also provides a list of member recruitment agencies. 
 

Newspapers 

 
Online versions of the newspapers are mainly in Romanian and will not give full access to 

the job advertisements. 
 

 The Diplomat, Bucharest - in English. 

 Nine O'Clock - in English. 
 Ziarul Financiar - has an English section. 

 Kidon Media-Link - provides access to more than 120 Romanian media sources. 

 

Other sources 

http://www.ehea.info/
http://www.enic-naric.net/
http://www.ecctis.co.uk/europass/
http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/
http://www.britishcouncil.org/romania.htm
http://www.ejobs.ro/?setlang=en_
http://ec.europa.eu/eures/
http://www.jobbank.ro/
http://www.tiptopjob.com/
http://www.adecco.ro/
http://www.loyalia.ro/
http://www.manpower.ro/
http://www.paginiaurii.ro/
http://www.eurociett.eu/
http://www.ciett.org/
http://www.ciett.org/
http://www.thediplomat.ro/
http://www.nineoclock.ro/
http://www.zf.ro/
http://www.kidon.com/media-link/
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Company websites usually have a careers section with their current vacancies. The 

regional offices of the National Agency for Employment (NAE) Romania also have a county 
and national vacancy database. Employers are required by law to declare their vacancies. 

 
Hidden vacancies 
 

Speculative applications can be very successful in Romania. You should not underestimate 
the value of networking, and making personal contacts may help to secure a job. 
 

 
 

Work experience 
 
Work placements and internships 

 
IAESTE (International Association for the Exchange of Students for Technical Experience) 

offers course-related placements for undergraduates of science, engineering, technology 
and applied arts courses. Placements typically start in the summer and last from four 

weeks up to one year.   
 
AIESEC (Association Internationale des Etudiants en Sciences Economiques et 

Commerciales) offers professional internships in management, technology, education and 
development that last from 6 weeks to 18 months. Leadership schemes are also available.  

 
Europlacement also offers placements and internships in Europe, including Romania.  
 

Some large international companies may also offer internships and placements. You 
should check their individual websites for information.  
 

Exchange programmes 
 
You may be able to take part in vocational training exchanges and work placements with 
partner organisations in other countries through the Leonardo da Vinci Programme.  

Contact your institution’s international office or careers service for more information. 
 

Teaching schemes 
 

For English language teaching experience, visit British Council Teacher Recruitment. You 
must have a recognised TEFL or other teaching qualification. 
 

Opportunities to work in teaching in Romania may also be available from TEFL.com and 
ESL Base. 

 
Volunteering and gap year opportunities 

 
There are many opportunities to volunteer in Romania, with some being specifically 

designed for gap years. Activities involve working with children and communities and the 
following organisations provide details of specific projects. 
 

 FutureSense Foundation offers volunteer work in education and livelihood support 
and child welfare in Romania. They have a number of projects which can run for 

different lengths of time, from short-term projects to placements on your gap year 
or career break. 

http://www.anofm.ro/
http://www.iaeste.org/
http://www.aiesec.org/
http://www.aiesec.org/
http://www.europlacement.com/
http://www.leonardo.org.uk/
http://www.britishcouncil.org/teacherrecruitment.htm
http://www.tefl.com/
http://www.eslbase.com/
http://www.futuresensefoundation.org/
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 Projects Abroad - Romania runs a variety of volunteer projects in areas such as 

childcare, business, archaeology, community, journalism, and veterinary medicine 
and animal care.  

 Volunteer Abroad is a database of volunteering opportunities worldwide and links to 
organisations that offer projects in Romania.  

 WorldWide Volunteering (WWV) produces a database of worldwide volunteering 
opportunities, which can be searched by country.  

 

Casual work and short-term opportunities 
 
It may be difficult to find casual work in Romania as it is more likely that you will find a 
job in a large multinational company or volunteer agency that will have fixed terms of 

employment. However, you can check with recruitment agencies and in job vacancy 
sections of newspapers to search for opportunities. If available, they are likely to be in 

bars and restaurants, shops, childcare or cleaning and may involve seasonal work.  

 
 
Postgraduate study 
 
How does the higher education system work? 

 
Higher education in Romania is offered in both public and private higher education 

institutions. These include universities, academies, polytechnics, institutes and colleges, 
organised in specialised departments. 
 

Public higher education institutions are coordinated by the Ministry of Education, 
Research, Youth and Sport. Universities retain independence.  

 
Romania has joined the Bologna Process and is part of the European Higher Education 
Area (EHEA) which works to standardise HE qualifications across the member countries. 

This means that Romania also uses the three-cycle degree system of Bachelors, Masters 
and Doctorate.  

 

What courses are available? 

 
Masters and Doctorate qualifications are available in a wide range of subjects and typically 

take the same length of time to complete as they do in the UK – one to two years for a 
Masters and four to six years for a PhD. You are more likely to study for one of these 
qualifications in a public university rather than a private one.  

 
Courses are typically available in Romanian, English and French. If you wish to study in a 

language that is not officially spoken in your home country you will need to pass an 
entrance language test. If the course you want to study is only available in Romanian and 
you have no prior knowledge of the language, you have to attend a preparatory year in 

order to learn Romanian to a sufficient level. This will include learning Romanian as a 
foreign language as well as learning specific vocabulary relevant to your field of study. The 

preparatory courses usually lasts a year, but for some postgraduate courses a six month 
course may be sufficient.  
  

Where can I study? 
 

http://www.projects-abroad.co.uk/volunteer-projects/care/romania/
http://www.goabroad.com/volunteer-abroad
http://www.wwv.org.uk/
http://www.ehea.info/
http://www.ehea.info/
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A list of Romanian universities is available at Studying in Romania and Universities 

Worldwide.  
 

You can see how Romanian universities are ranked in the world at Webometrics. 
 

Applying for postgraduate study 
 
If you are applying for a Masters course, you will be required to prove that you have a 

qualification that would entitle you to entrance of an equivalent course in your home 
country, e.g. a Bachelors degree. For a Doctoral programme you will usually need to have 

completed a postgraduate qualification.  
 
It is advisable to contact ENIC-NARIC Romania to help with the recognition of your 

qualifications from the UK/your home country. They should be able to provide a certificate 
to show your qualification has been recognised and is equivalent to a certain level of 

qualification in Romania.  
 

You will usually need to submit this certificate along with other documentation to the 
university you wish to apply to. This may include certified copies of your original degree 
certificates and transcripts, proof of your citizenship and ID, a medical certificate and 

proof of your language ability (if you’re studying in a language that isn’t your first).  
 

Applications are often accepted until the end of July, but terms start at the beginning of 
October and so it is advisable to apply as early as possible to increase your chances of 
securing a place. 

  
You need to apply directly to the institution but each one may have a different application 

process as there is no standardised system.  
 

Fees and scholarships 

 
Tuition fees vary depending on the subject and level you wish to study at. Fees for 

students outside of the EU may also be higher. As a guide, Masters and Doctorate 
qualifications cost around €4,000 - €6,000 per year. Courses in medicine tend to be more 

expensive.  
 
The cost of living in Romania is generally lower than a lot of other European countries. 

Studying in Romania states that the average monthly cost for a student is between €300 
and €500 a month. This includes rent at €100 - €300 per month, utilities at around €50 

and medical insurance at €10 a month, plus other extras. Tuition fees will be in addition to 
these costs.  

 
The Ministry of Education, Research, Sport and Youth of Romania administers scholarships 
that are available to citizens of the EU. However, you must be studying a course that is 

taught in Romanian to qualify. Some Romanian universities also offer scholarships to 
students with excellent academic grades. Contact individual universities to find out more 

or see Studying in Romania for more information.    
 

Are there any exchange programmes? 

 
The Erasmus programme offers opportunities for higher education students from EU 

countries to spend time studying in Romania. You can obtain further information and 
details about which subject areas they have arrangements for from your Erasmus 

coordinator, who is usually based in the international office. 

http://www.studyinginromania.com/
http://www.univ.cc/
http://www.univ.cc/
http://www.webometrics.info/
http://enic-naric.net/index.aspx?c=Romania
http://www.studyinginromania.com/
http://www.studyinginromania.com/
http://www.britishcouncil.org/erasmus
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Will my qualification be recognised in the UK? 
 
Romania is part of the European Higher Education Area (EHEA) which works to 

standardise qualifications across its member countries. This means that your qualifications 
gained in Romania can be easily compared to those in the UK. If you would like further 

help with the recognition of your qualifications you can contact UK NARIC (National 
Recognition Information Centre for the United Kingdom) which gives information and 
advice on vocational, academic and professional qualifications from over 180 countries.  

 

 
 

Visa and travel information 
 

Visa requirements and applications 
 

Citizens from EU countries do not require a visa to enter Romania and are able to stay in 
the country for a period of up to three months.  

 
If you wish to stay for longer than this period of time or want to work or study in 
Romania, you need to apply for a registration certificate from the Romanian Office of 

Immigration. If you are intending to work you will need to present an employment 
contract or certificate from your employer in order to get the registration certificate. 

Similarly, if you intend to study in the country you’ll need to show evidence that you are 
enrolled with an accredited institution. You may also be asked to show that you have 
medical insurance and the necessary financial support for your stay. A separate work or 

study visa is not required.  
 

If you are from a non-EU country you should contact the Romanian embassy in the 
country where you are currently residing about how to obtain visas and work permits. If 

you are living in the UK, go to Romanian Embassy (UK).  
 
You might also find it helpful to contact your ministry of foreign affairs (or your own 

embassy if you are not living in your home country) to ask whether there are any issues 
to be taken into account when considering working in Romania. 
 

Permanent residency 
 

EU citizens who have been living in Romania for a continuous period of five years or more 
can apply for a permanent residency certificate from the Romanian Office of 
Immigration. You will usually need (along with your application form) your passport and 

registration certificate and proof that you have lived continuously in Romania for a five-
year period. 

 

Help in an emergency 

 
UK citizens can get a range of services from the British Embassy Romania including help if 

you’ve lost your passport, been the victim of a crime, need a lawyer or doctor, or require 
medical treatment. 
 

The European emergency number is 112 for anywhere in the EU. The phone call is free of 
charge from any landline or mobile telephone. You will speak to an operator who will 

either deal with your request or transfer you to the right emergency service (fire brigade, 
ambulance, police).  
 

http://www.ehea.info/
http://www.naric.org.uk/
http://www.naric.org.uk/
http://ori.mai.gov.ro/home/index/en
http://ori.mai.gov.ro/home/index/en
http://londra.mae.ro/
http://ori.mai.gov.ro/home/index/en
http://ori.mai.gov.ro/home/index/en
http://ukinromania.fco.gov.uk/en/
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Travel advice 

 
You should always check whether there are any travel restrictions or warnings in place for 
the country you wish to visit. Find the latest travel advice and a travellers' checklist on 
the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) website. 

 

 
 

Country overview 
 

Geography 

 
 Full country name: Romania. 

 Population: 21.8 million. 
 Border countries: Ukraine (north), Moldova (northeast), Bulgaria (south), Serbia 

(southwest), Hungary (northwest). The Black Sea is to the southeast of the 

country.  
 Climate: temperate-continental. Winters tend to get regular snow and fog and are 

cold and overcast. Summers are often sunny although they do get quite a lot of 
showers and thunderstorms.  

 Terrain: Romania is dominated by the Carpathian Mountains, which cross the 

country from the north to the southwest. The south of the country is characterised 
by hills and lowlands. 

 Natural hazards: earthquakes are possible due to Romania’s position at the 
junction of three tectonic plates. They occur the most in the south and southwest. 
Landslides may also be possible.  

 

Living in Romania 

 
 Cost of living: the cost of living in Romania is approximately four to five times 

cheaper than the UK. As with most countries the larger cities, such as Bucharest, 
tend to be more expensive, but even those tend to be considerably cheaper than 
elsewhere in Europe. Eating out is relatively cheap. As a rough guide you might 

expect to pay €100 - €200 per month for a studio apartment to between €200 and 
€500 for rental of a house. 

 Internet domain: .ro 
 Health: if you are a UK citizen you should ensure you have a European Health 

Insurance Card (EHIC) as this entitles you to state provided medical treatment on 
the same terms as a Romanian national. Medical insurance is still required on top of 
this though as ongoing medical treatment or non-urgent treatment is not covered 

by the EHIC. Gastric illnesses can be common so, although officially okay for 
drinking, you may wish to take precautions by avoiding tap water. You should also 

avoid eating raw meat or fish and avoid mosquito bites by covering up when outside 
and wearing insect repellent.   

 Laws and customs: money should only be changed in the official bureaux de 

change. It is illegal to exchange money on the street. Any drug-related or sex 
offences are treated very seriously and could result in a prison sentence. 

Homosexuality is not illegal but open displays of affection by same-sex couples are 
rare. Taking photographs at or of airports and army bases is forbidden. Permission 
should be asked when taking pictures of official buildings, police cars or military 

facilities. 

 

Economy and finance 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/NHSEngland/Healthcareabroad/EHIC/Pages/about-the-ehic.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/NHSEngland/Healthcareabroad/EHIC/Pages/about-the-ehic.aspx


 9 

 

 Currency: Leu (RON). 
 Type of economy: market economy. 

 Health of economy: following the global financial crisis, Romania is showing signs 
of recovery with a positive growth in its economy in 2011 due to a strong export 

performance. In March 2011, Romania, the International Monetary Fund, European 
Commission and World Bank signed a 24 month precautionary agreement worth 
$4.9billion. This is to help the country to comply with fiscal targets and structural 

reforms. 
 Unemployment rate: 7.2% (EURES, 2011)  

 Main exports: clothing and textiles, industrial machinery, metal products, minerals 
and fuels, chemicals, agricultural products. 

 

Culture 
 

 People: 89.5% Romanian, 6.6% Hungarian 2.5% Roma plus a small number of 
German, Ukrainian, Russian and Turkish. 

 Major religion: Eastern Orthodox Christianity 86.8%, Protestant 7.5%, Roman 
Catholic 4.7%, other 0.9%, none 0.1%. 

 History: see BBC Timeline: Romania.  

 

Politics  
 

 Type of government: republic. 
 Major political parties: Conservative Party (PC), Social Democratic Party (PSD), 

National Liberal Party (PNL), Democratic Liberal Party (PDL), Democratic Union of 
Hungarians in Romania (UDMR), National Union for Romania’s Progress (UNPR).  

 

More information 
 

 Romanian Embassy (UK)http://www.embassyofireland.co.uk/ 
 Romania - BBC Country Profile 

 The World Factbook  
 XE Universal Currency Converter 
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