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PRELIMINARY EXPERIENCE IN PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS

The activities detailed below are intended to help you to focus during your preliminary experience weeks on selected aspects of practice in schools. Please check that the pre-course training programme arranged by your lead school includes these tasks. 

Teaching in England is carried out within a framework of statutory and advisory guidance issued by the Government. Each school provides a very different working context and has its own individual culture and ethos. The ways in which different schools respond to the various Government requirements will therefore vary. You will find it productive to reflect on similarities and differences in the approaches of the schools that you visit and the teachers you observe.  

Below you will find details of specific tasks to complete during your two weeks of preliminary experience in schools. Please read through all these tasks carefully before completing them as some refer specifically to your experience in a primary school; some to your experience in a secondary school; and some to both. When writing up your tasks please do not refer to individual students’ names. For the purposes of data protection and safeguarding, all students should remain unidentifiable.  You will need to bring these completed tasks with you to the start of your specialist subject and pedagogy module at the University. 

There are five main tasks and one final summative task. The tasks are set out under the following headings:

1. Safeguarding and Protection of Children

2. The Curriculum

3. Behaviour Management

4. Individual Needs - Diversity and Inclusion

5. Personal and Professional Conduct 
6. Final Summary task
The first five tasks can be completed in the spaces provided below and may be handwritten or word processed. The final task should be completed on a separate piece of paper and should be word processed. We hope that you enjoy your preliminary experience and that these tasks prove to be a useful way of focusing your observations and reflections. 

TASK 1: Safeguarding and Protection of Children
RELATED TEACHERS STANDARD:

Part Two:  Have regard for the need to safeguard students’ wellbeing in accordance with statutory provision

You will find general information and guidance on the ways in which individuals and schools can work together to safeguard and promote the welfare of children and young people on the Department for Education website:

https://www.gov.uk/topic/schools-colleges-childrens-services/safeguarding-children
This link also offers information about child protection, funding and training, and advice on how to use the curriculum to address child protection and contains a wealth of information and resources which you will need to access during your teaching career. 
The Munro Report and the government’s response is useful to read: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/munro-review 
The NSPCC website also contains some useful resources and advice for teachers: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/services-and-resources/working-with-schools/
For the purposes of preparing for teaching, please complete the following tasks:

	
Task

	Response to task

	Access the link below to find the Government document ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/550511/Keeping_children_safe_in_education.pdf

Read pages 5-13 carefully and summarise in your own words the role that teachers play in the safeguarding and protection of children and young people.
	

	Find out who has specific responsibility for the safeguarding and protection of children in both your preliminary experience schools.
	Primary School:

Secondary School:



Task 2: The Curriculum

RELATED TEACHERS STANDARD:
S3: Demonstrate good subject and curriculum knowledge


Visit the Department for Education website https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum where you will find details of the national curriculum for England to be taught in all maintained primary and secondary schools from September 2014. 

	Task
	Response to task

	Access the link below:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-secondary-curriculum 
Summarise in your own words, the key aims of the secondary national curriculum. 

	

	Read the pages that relate to your subject
. 
Summarise in your own words, the key aims and purpose of study in your subject: 

	

	If your preliminary placement schools do not have to follow the national curriculum (for example if they are academies or free schools) compare and contrast their curriculum with the national curriculum.
	

	The most recent national curriculum no longer includes detail of what students should be doing to achieve particular ‘levels’, meaning that schools have been generating their own approach to assessment of student progress for the last two years. How are schools assessing progress?
	Primary School:

Secondary School:



	One of the requirements is that all trainees are familiar with the curriculum and expectations in the key stage directly prior to that in which you are being trained. You will find the curriculum for key Stage 2 in your subject
 by following the link below:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-primary-curriculum
What does this tell you about what Year 7 students should already know, understand and be able to do in your subject area when they start secondary school? 
What implications does this have for your classroom practice? 
	What does this tell you about what Year 7 students should already know, understand and be able to do in your subject area when they start secondary school?
What implications does this have for your classroom practice?



	Recent changes to post-16 education have included changes to A-levels (from September 2015) and raising the participation age. To what extent have these changes impacted on post-16 teaching in the department you are visiting? (For example, the move from modular to linear examination, increased demand for numeracy, revision of A-level courses and resourcing?) 
Have the changes to post-16 education affected the way schools prepare pupils for further study?
	How are schools responding to the change to post-16 learning, both in post-16 teaching and in preparing pupils for post-16?


Task 3: Behaviour Management

RELATED TEACHERS STANDARD:

S7: Manage behaviour effectively to ensure a good and safe learning environment

This activity introduces you to some of the strategies that teachers use to create a positive classroom environment and to manage behaviour. This is a complex area, involving the personalities of the teacher and the students and the dynamics between them, as well as physical aspects of the working environment and the ethos of the school. In the time that you have in school, you will only be able to build up a first impression of the complexity of classroom and behaviour management.

	Task
	Response to Task

	Select one lesson in each preliminary experience school. Observe the physical layout of the classroom and consider what aspects promote a positive learning environment?
	Primary School Lesson


	Secondary School Lesson

	Select one lesson in each preliminary experience school. Observe the way in which the teacher and/or teaching assistant create a positive learning environment using effective behaviour management strategies. List some of these strategies. 
	Primary School Lesson


	Secondary School Lesson

	What key thing have you learned from these observations that you will want to take with you into your own practice? 
	The key thing I have learnt is......




Task 4: Individual Needs - Diversity and Inclusion

RELATED TEACHERS STANDARD:

S5: Adapt teaching to respond to the strengths and needs of all students

This activity introduces you to some ways in which the individual needs of students are met in school. For each of the classes that you observe, find out about the rich diversity of students (including those with identified special educational needs or disabilities, students from ethnic minorities who may or may not also have English as an additional language, students identified as gifted and talented, students at risk of educational disadvantage (pupil premium) etc.) 

	Task
	Response to Task

	Select a lesson in either of your preliminary experience schools in which you consider that the teacher or teaching assistant has made particular provision for an individual student with special educational needs. Identify the learning need and summarise the provision made. 
	Learning Need:

Provision Made:


	Identify one student in either of your preliminary experience schools who has been identified as gifted and talented, or more/most able. Describe one way in which you have seen a teacher(s) adapt their lesson(s) to meet the needs of that student. 

Identify one way in which you will plan to take the needs of gifted and talented students into account in your teaching. 

	Provision made:

Implications for your own practice:

	Find out how many EAL students are in each of your preliminary experience schools
	Primary school:

Secondary school:

	Identify one student in either of your preliminary experience schools, for whom English is an additional language. Describe one way in which you have seen a teacher(s) adapt their lesson(s) to meet that student’s needs as an EAL learner. 

Identify one way in which you will plan to take the needs of EAL learners into account in your own teaching. 

	Example of provision made:
Implications for your own practice:


	Give one example, from either of your preliminary experience schools, where you have seen ‘diversity’ celebrated.  Remember, diversity could refer to a wide variety of things, including: cultural, religious, ethnic, linguistic etc. 

Describe one way in which either of your schools meets the needs of minority ethnic students. 

	Example of celebration of ‘diversity’:
Meeting the needs of minority ethnic students:



	There is an ongoing strong focus in education on closing the attainment gap. Follow the link below for further information:

https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/education-of-disadvantaged-children
Schools have been working hard to ensure that pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds do not underachieve at school. Identify and summarise one way in which one of your preliminary experience schools has been working towards narrowing this gap. 


	Narrowing the gap:




 Task 5: Personal and Professional Conduct


RELATED TEACHERS STANDARD:

Part 2: A teacher is expected to demonstrate consistently high standards of personal and professional conduct
This activity introduces you to the expectations of professional behaviour in school.

	Task
	Response to Task

	Whilst in both preliminary experience placement schools, observe how teachers’ roles change in different contexts, e.g. in the classroom, with other teachers, when talking to parents etc. How do teachers manage the movement between different roles?

	Primary school


	Secondary school

	Do your preliminary experience placement schools have policies on dress, punctuality and attendance? Summarise these and how they work in practice.

	Primary school


	Secondary school

	How do the teachers in your preliminary experience placement schools show a proper and professional regard for the ethos, policies and practices of the school in which they teach?

	Primary school


	Secondary school


Task 6: Final Summary Task

Conclusion and Target Setting 

RELATED TEACHERS STANDARD:

S8: Fulfil wider professional responsibilities

Take responsibility for improving teaching through appropriate professional development

At the end of your two weeks in school, you should reflect at length (write approximately 500-1,000 words on a separate piece of paper) on your experiences and observations. In this written reflection, you should include the following:

· Identify up to four aspects of good practice from your overall observations during the two weeks that have particularly impressed you 

· Identify two key targets for your own professional development that have arisen as a result of these two weeks of preliminary experience. List these targets and write a brief explanation why you consider these targets to be important. 
� Please note, if you are a Secondary PGCE RE trainee you will not be able to complete this task as Religious Education sits outside of the National Curriculum. You will find a task related to the statutory requirements for RE in the RE specific pre-course tasks. 








� Please note, if you are a Secondary PGCE RE trainee, you will need to read the programme of study for key stage 2 which can be found by following the link below:


� HYPERLINK "http://resubjectreview.recouncil.org.uk/media/file/RE_Review_Summary.pdf" �http://resubjectreview.recouncil.org.uk/media/file/RE_Review_Summary.pdf�









