PGCE DATES AND GENERAL INFORMATION 2018-19
School Direct distance (Fee-paying) RoutE
Please find within this document, information regarding some of the University processes which are relevant to PGCE trainees following the School Direct distance fee-paying route.  If you have any questions about the information provided please contact the relevant department listed.  For more general enquiries about any aspect of the PGCE programme please either contact your lead school or the Info at St Luke’s team at the University (tel: 01392 724837, info.stlukes@exeter.ac.uk).
University Dates:

	PGCE Course start date:
	03 September 2018

	PGCE Course end date:
	02 July 2019 for Secondary trainees

	
	03 July 2019 for Primary trainees

	School Direct Induction Day (for distance trainees)
	07 September 2018


Fees and Funding

Tuition fees for the 2018/19 academic year are due in two instalments. 50% is due on registration; the remaining 50% will be due at the beginning of the Spring 2019 term.
For all payment methods available to you, please see the ‘How to Pay’ page on the University of Exeter website: http://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/finance/howtopay/
UK (Home) students can apply for a Tuition Fee Loan and Maintenance Loan.  Please see Student Finance England for more information about Student Finance for Teacher Training Courses.
EU students should refer to Student Finance England for information about funding and loans : https://www.gov.uk/student-finance/eu-students 

IMPORTANT - In order to receive a tuition fee loan, you must apply to Student Finance England via https://www.gov.uk/apply-online-for-student-finance.  When applying through the Student Finance England Application Portal you will be asked to enter details about the course you are applying for.  Please make sure you start this search with ‘School Direct’ and then your subject to ensure you select a PGCE course rather than an undergraduate one in error.
If you have any questions on the tuition fee/maintenance loan application process please contact Student Finance England on 0300 100 0607.


University of Exeter PGCE Bursary

The University of Exeter is offering a £500 bursary to all UK students studying for a PGCE with us in 2018/19, whose household income is £25,000 or less. There is no separate application procedure for this bursary. Instead, the University of Exeter makes an assessment using the household income information provided by the student's funding body (e.g. Student Finance England). Students must make sure that they have given consent for details of their application to be shared with the University of Exeter. This consent to share is requested during the application for financial support, but can be given at any time throughout the year by contacting their student funding body. 
Students who have not applied for financial support, or who have applied but chosen not to be means tested, are unable to be considered for this bursary until they do.

The PGCE Exeter Bursary for 2018/19 will be paid in one instalment on Friday 26 October 2018, or thereafter within 10 working days of confirmation of your household income. Notification of eligibility for the bursary will be given after registration is completed.

If you have any questions about fees or funding, please contact the Student Information Desk on 0300 555 0444 from the UK (or +441392 724724 if calling internationally) or via e-mail at sid@exeter.ac.uk.

Department for Education (DfE) Training Bursary
In addition to the tuition support and student loans, The Department for Education offers further financial incentives and support to offset the costs of PGCE training for some subjects.  Bursaries are available for Home and EU trainees on eligible postgraduate courses in England. Bursary amounts will vary depending on teaching subject and degree class.


The information below summarises the standard training bursaries available in 2018/19: 
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1. Bursaries and scholarships are available to trainees on a fee-based teacher training course in England that leads to the award of qualified teacher status. Availability is dependent on your highest relevant academic award and the subject in which you are training to teach. To receive a bursary or scholarship you must be entitled to support under the Student Finance England criteria. Residents of Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland will need to be entitled for support as set out by your country’s student finance body (Student Finance Wales, Student Awards Agency Scotland or Student Finance NI). Both elements will be assessed by your teacher training provider. If you have a degree from outside the UK, you should refer to the overseas degree equivalency table to see the bursary your degree may attract. You can also contact your training provider for clarification on your degree’s equivalency and your eligibility for a bursary and student finance.
2. You could receive £30k or £32k in total - £20k as a tax-free bursary or £22k scholarship with additional payments of £10k after tax once in teaching. You'll need to have completed a non-salaried teacher training course and received a bursary or scholarship in the academic year 2018/19. You’ll receive two additional early-career payments of £5k each in your third and fifth year of teaching - enhancements to these payments are available if you teach in specified areas in England. You must have taught in a state-funded school in England since completing your teacher training course. View the full terms and conditions.

3. Trainees in physics, maths, languages, chemistry, geography and computing with a 2:1 or above are able to apply for a teacher training scholarship with the appropriate professional body. You can still apply if you have a 2:2, but you’ll need to provide evidence of significant relevant experience. Scholarships are awarded in place of a bursary. 

4. Bursaries are available for trainees in French, German and Spanish. They are also available for other modern, community or ancient languages. The full list of eligible languages can be found on GOV.UK.

5. Languages scholarships are only available if you train to teach French, German or Spanish. 

6. Bursaries are available to trainees on a classics course where the course is in an ancient language (Latin or Ancient Greek).

7. Bursaries are available to trainees on either primary maths specialist courses or primary general (with mathematics) courses with at least grade B maths A level or equivalent. 


Further information can be found on the ‘Get into Teaching’ website:

http://www.education.gov.uk/get-into-teaching/funding/training-in-england/postgraduate-funding.aspx 
If you are eligible for a bursary it will be paid in 10 equal monthly payments directly into your bank account, by the University, from funds provided by the DfE. To receive the bursary you must provide details of your nominated bank account online at registration through the University’s online Student Records System. Further information about the online registration process will be sent to you by the Admissions Team during the summer.


If you have any questions about the DfE training bursary please contact the Student Information Desk on 0300 555 0444 from UK (or +441392 724724 if calling internationally.) or via e-mail at sid@exeter.ac.uk.

Registration

Registration for your PGCE will be conducted online before the first day of term (there will also be opportunities for you to complete your online registration on campus during the induction day). You will receive a welcome email from the Admissions Team about the online registration process towards the end of August, which will include details on how to access the online registration system. 

It is extremely important that you respond to requests from Admissions to provide all outstanding documentation by the deadlines given to you such as your degree and GCSE certificates, medical questionnaire, photo for your unicard, etc. in order that you can be cleared to register. Please do not wait until the Induction Day to hand in this information.

You should also make sure that you have applied for your DBS enhanced disclosure as the process can take a considerable length of time to complete and you will not be allowed to register until your DBS disclosure has been received by the Admissions Team. 

Lastly, once you have received a copy of your financial assessment notice/payment schedule documentation, please keep a copy for your own records. The Finance Team will be informed electronically of any funding you have been awarded so you do not need to forward any copies on to the University.

Disability Support (specific learning difficulties, physical disabilities/health conditions)

If you declared a disability or specific learning difficulty on your UCAS application form, the University’s AccessAbility team will contact you before the start of your course to ask you to complete a prospective student questionnaire.  We strongly advise you to return this questionnaire as soon as you can.

[Please note the prospective student questionnaire is different to the online PGCE Health Assessment form all PGCE applicants must complete as part of the mandatory fitness to teach assessment process.  Completed PGCE Health Assessment forms are sent to the University’s Occupational Health Assessment provider who will consider whether any reasonable adjustments are required as a result of your health, particularly in relation to your teaching placements.]  

If you didn’t declare a disability or learning difficulty on your application form but feel that you might benefit from support from the AccessAbility team during your studies, we would recommend you contact them to register with their service before you arrive in September as they can get very busy during the first weeks of term.

 

Once registered with AccessAbility, they will, where appropriate, draw up an Individual Learning Plan with you.  This is an important document as it will inform the Graduate School of Education of any particular adjustments we need to make for you (for example, if you have dyslexia and want this to be taken into consideration when your assignments are marked or if you have a physical disability and require assistive equipment or software).

 

Students with a disability or specific learning difficulty may be eligible for the Disabled Students Allowance. This is an allowance that pays for the additional costs that can be incurred as a result a person’s health or disability, including specialist equipment. Please let the AccessAbility team know if you would like to discuss this in more depth. There is also more information at https://www.gov.uk/disabled-students-allowances-dsas/overview. 

For more information on the services and support available from AccessAbility, please see http://www.exeter.ac.uk/accessability/.

Wellbeing Services

Students who experience mental health conditions may be entitled to additional support and reasonable adjustments when studying at the University of Exeter.

If you declared mental health difficulties on your UCAS application form, the University’s AccessAbility/Wellbeing team will contact you before the start of your course to ask you to complete a prospective student questionnaire.  We strongly advise you to return this questionnaire as soon as possible and the Wellbeing mental health pathway team will contact you to discuss your health in relation to your course in more depth.

[Please note the prospective student questionnaire is different to the online PGCE Health Assessment form all PGCE applicants must complete as part of the mandatory fitness to teach assessment process.  Completed PGCE Health Assessment forms are sent to the University’s Occupational Health Assessment provider who will consider whether any reasonable adjustments are required as a result of your health, particularly in relation to your teaching placements].  

Support from the Wellbeing Service mental health pathway can include considering how your health may impact on your ability to study during the taught, university based part of the PGCE course, and what support maybe available to you. Support can include ongoing mental health support and an Individual Learning Plan (ILP), which informs the Graduate School of Education of any particular adjustments that may need to be considered, as a result of your health, while studying and based at university during the taught part of the course. 

Students who have experienced mental health difficulties can also be eligible for the Disabled Students Allowance. This is an allowance that pays for the additional costs that can be incurred as a result a person’s health or disability, including equipment and mental health mentoring support. Please let us know if you would like to discuss this in more depth. There is also more information:  https://www.gov.uk/disabled-students-allowances-dsas/overview. 
If you didn’t declare your mental health difficulty on your application form but feel that you might benefit from support from the Wellbeing Service mental health pathway during your studies, we would recommend you contact the Wellbeing Service before you arrive in September or close to the start of term, so they can book you in for an initial meeting.

 

The Wellbeing Service also offers a range of workshops and groups, and individual support for students experiencing personal, emotional and psychological difficulties. For more information about this or the support offered by the Wellbeing Service mental health pathway please email: wellbeing@exeter.ac.uk , Telephone: 01392 724381 or go to www.exeter.ac.uk/wellbeing.
Car Parking for Induction Day
Please note that there is no car parking available for trainees on campus unless you are a blue badge holder. For further details on local transport and parking near St Luke’s Campus for Induction Day please see http://socialsciences.exeter.ac.uk/education/lifeatstlukes/parking/
Accommodation

You may need to secure accommodation within the private sector during your PGCE year. To assist students to find housing, the Accommodation Office canvases local residents for information about suitable vacancies and advertises these details through the website http://www.exeterstudentpad.co.uk/Accommodation via our studentpad site. 

Once on the studentpad Exeter site, a list of short term accommodation is available by selecting PGCE. This list is password protected and only available to PGCE students.  From 19 March 2018, the password is ‘sunshine’ and information for the academic year 2018/19 will be available from this date onwards. 

If you know you will be living in or near Exeter for the full academic year, please visit www.exeter.ac.uk/accommodation to view the University accommodation options and to make an application (open from 09 April 2018).

It is strongly recommended that trainees do not buy a house or take out a long-term rental agreement for accommodation in any area before receiving placement information from their lead school. 
