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Primary PGCE 2018-19 (School Direct @Exeter Route)
Preliminary Experience School Based Tasks
PLEASE NOTE: The activities detailed below are intended to help you to focus during your preliminary experience weeks on selected aspects of practice in schools. Please check that the pre-course training programme arranged by your lead school includes these tasks. 
Introduction

During your PGCE programme you will be expected to teach across two or more consecutive age ranges.  
Ages 5-7 (School years 1-2)    
Ages 7-9 (School years 3-4)

Ages 9-11 (School years 5-6)

You should also engage with the age ranges immediately before and after the ones you are training to teach, so please ensure that your preliminary experiences covers the following in one or two settings of your own choosing:

· one week in a primary school and

· one week in a secondary school - specifically Key Stage 3 (11-14 age range)
Please make direct contact with the relevant schools yourself; this could be in your home area. 
These tasks have been written in collaboration with schools and are suitable for children of different abilities and for use with individuals as well as a whole class.  

Keep ‘field’ notes of the tasks for your own use – please start a ‘reflective notebook’ to jot down things you see and wonder about in connection with the tasks (but also beyond these, where relevant).  

**All of these tasks should be completed in your notebook – the ‘notebook’ could be digital, if you prefer.  You will also need to start a file of any downloaded info/ resources – again, the ‘file’ could be an electronic folder.  You will not need to submit your notes for assessment purposes, but you will be expected to talk about your learning from these tasks once you arrive on campus**
Organising your time in school:

i. discuss with the class teacher the best time and the best way to introduce each task, and with whom the work should be carried out

ii. try to fit each task into the normal routine of the day

iii. respect the confidentiality of staff and pupils in your notes. Do not name individual children, staff or schools in your notes. Please anonymise them.
iv. make time to discuss the results of the tasks with the class teacher 

NB: If completing your Preliminary Experience outside England you should carry out the tasks with reference to local curricula and related policies, but please include notes whereby you compare these policies/practices with the English ones.
We hope that you enjoy your first school experience and look forward to discussing the tasks with you.
Task 1: The Primary National Curriculum  
Teacher Standard: S3 - Demonstrate good subject and curriculum knowledge 

· have a secure knowledge of the relevant subjects and curriculum areas

· demonstrate critical understanding of developments in subjects and curriculum areas

Download the Primary National Curriculum here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335133/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_220714.pdf
*Carry out observations on several days, across at least two year groups* 

Mathematics 
· Identify key mathematical concepts and skills which children should understand during the lessons.

· What seating or grouping arrangements does the teacher use during the lesson?

· What ‘doing, talking and recording’ takes place during a mathematics activity?

· In the Foundation Stage, what resources support problem-solving, reasoning and numeracy?

· Identify and describe the key resources used by the teacher or the children.
· Describe how informal/formal written methods of calculations are taught, and what visual/practical resources are used to teach these methods.
· Describe difficulties children experience, and strategies used by the teacher to address them during the lesson.

· Describe how the teacher supports and monitors children’s progress during a mathematics activity.
· Choose one problem (upper primary level) from nrich (https://nrich.maths.org/frontpage) and solve the problem. Record what mathematical thinking and strategies you engaged. 
English 

· Read the recommendations of the Rose Review: http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/assets/0000/1175/Rose_Review.pdf  and Ofsted’s commentaries on the teaching of  systematic teaching of phonics: Getting them reading early: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/getting-them-reading-early; and Reading by six –how the best schools do it: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reading-by-six-how-the-best-schools-do-it  
· Identify the amount of time spent on teaching phonics in the class.  Describe what teaching and learning strategies are being used.  Discuss how these activities relate to children’s progress in reading, including comprehension, with your teacher.

· Download the recommended ideas and strategies for teaching phonics at Debbie Hepplewhite’s website and discuss these with your teacher (e.g. how is ‘incidental’ phonics taught in your class/school?). http://www.phonicsinternational.com/Debbies_Phonics_Teaching_Tips.pdf  

· Write a description of how books and other reading and writing materials are presented in the classroom. Keep a log of how children interact with books in your classroom (e.g. what are the classroom routines for reading? Do children have a range of texts to choose from? What resources are available to help them choose books?).
· Describe the different opportunities children are given for speaking and listening within the classroom. Are children required to talk to access the curriculum (e.g. with partners)? How is talk modelled to learners by teachers and other adults in the classroom? What prompts are given to children to help them listen as well as talk to each other?


Science 
· Find out what published materials are available in your school and how they influence the teaching of science.  

· Choose a small group of children to observe during a Science activity. Consider and make notes on the ways a positive, interesting and thoughtful attitude to science was being encouraged? Use the following ideas to help you:

Children’s Learning: 

· Were the concepts or ideas involved linked with the ‘real world’ of the children concerned?

· Did they have the potential to develop their skills in finding things out, checking ideas and using evidence?

· Did the children interact with the resources around them to develop their ideas (i.e. do you think that concepts and processes were developing together)?

· Were the children’s own ideas challenged or tested?

Children’s Attitudes:

· Were some activities more engaging than others?

· What were their feelings about the recording that they did?

· Were they able and willing to collaborate?

· Did they naturally adopt a practical approach to investigations?

· Were any differences observed between boys and girls in any of the above?

Modern Languages (ML) 
· Which languages are taught in the school?

· How is the teaching organised? How much time during a typical week is devoted to ML?

· Who teaches it?

· How do teachers feel about teaching ML?

· How do pupils feel about learning ML?

· Do languages have a high profile in the school? Why (not)?

· How many different languages are represented in the school amongst staff and pupils?

· What does the school do to celebrate these languages (if there are any)?

Reflect on the information you have collected and your own experiences of learning a language. What are the implications for you as a developing teacher? How do you feel about teaching ML yourself?

Task 2:  Age Phases immediately below or above the one you are being trained to teach 
Teaching Standard: S.1 - Set high expectations which inspire, motivate and challenge pupils
- establish a safe and stimulating environment for pupils, rooted in mutual respect

- set goals that stretch and challenge pupils of all backgrounds, abilities and dispositions

- demonstrate consistently the positive attitudes, values and behaviour which are expected of pupils

Look at the National Curriculum for the KS3 (11-14) age range:

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/381754/SECONDARY_national_curriculum.pdf
…then compare and contrast the following in relation to the age group you are preparing to teach (5-11) or (7-11) with a particular focus on:

1)  Mathematics

2)  English

3)  A Foundation Subject
*Carry out observations on several days, across at least two year groups*

· How is the learning environment set up and how might it affect pupils’ progress?

· How does the curriculum challenge pupils learning?

· How are all pupils supported in their learning?

· What strategies are used for behaviour management and are they effective?

In Early Years settings you should observe how the four specific areas of learning of learning:  literacy; mathematics; expressive arts and design; and understanding the world, are implemented. See: https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/596629/EYFS_STATUTORY_FRAMEWORK_2017.pdf
It is also recommended that you familiarise yourselves with EYFS guidance on the Foundation Years website:  http://www.foundationyears.org.uk/


Task 3: Training in supporting pupils with English as an additional language  
Teaching Standard: S.5 - Adapt teaching to respond to the strengths and needs of all pupils

· have a clear understanding of the needs of all pupils, including those with English as an additional language; and be able to use and evaluate distinctive teaching approaches to engage and support them.

Identify the person in your school who oversees the support of pupils with English as an additional language (EAL) and arrange a brief meeting with them to discuss school policy and strategy.   If possible, also spend some time observing a pupil with EAL as they go about their school work.


Make notes as you consider these questions:
· How are newly arrived pupils supported in their first few weeks in the school? 
· Does the school draw on support from external agencies? 
· How do teachers adapt their classroom interactions to support learners with EAL?
· How do teachers support more advanced bilingual learners who may be orally fluent but still find full engagement with the curriculum challenging?

If your school does not have any pupils with English as an additional language, then access this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pgKmp_9sGBI.   As you are watching the video, consider the key questions above and make notes.
Task 4: Computing in primary education  
Teaching Standard: S3 - Demonstrate good subject and curriculum knowledge
· have a secure knowledge of the relevant subjects and curriculum areas

· demonstrate critical understanding of developments in subjects and curriculum areas

This task asks you to find out how computing is organised and used to support teaching and learning.  The term computing can be used to include a variety of technologies, including video and audio recordings, as well as the digital ‘virtual world’ of computers and tablets. For this task, please focus on computer/tablet-based technologies. 

· Find out whether the computing curriculum is taught in discrete computing lessons or in a range of subject lessons, or a combination of both.  Is someone responsible for mapping the computing curriculum across other subjects? 

How are computing resources managed in the school? Are there computer suites in rooms that must be booked for teaching? Do classes have computers in their rooms? 


· Make a note of any examples that you observe of computers/tablets used for teaching and learning.  Record the subject (or Foundation Stage area of learning) and task, the use made of computers/tablets/data projector/electronic whiteboard by the teacher and the pupils, any other equipment involved (e.g. data-logging instruments for science experiments, play activities, keyboards for music, etc.), the software used and any assessment of computing that is done. The best way to record this will be in the form of a table. 


· Talk to the teachers about their use of computing for teaching and learning, and for administrative tasks. Note any differences in teachers’ attitudes, skills and willingness to use computing. Reflect on your findings in light of your own knowledge and expertise in computing.

Task 5: Safeguarding and protection of children  
Teachers Standard - Part Two:  Have regard for the need to safeguard students’ wellbeing in accordance with statutory provision
· Find out who has specific responsibility for the safeguarding and protection of children in both your preliminary experience schools.

· Read the Government’s response to the Munro Review of Child Protection:

http://media.education.gov.uk/assets/files/pdf/g/government%20response%20to%20munro%20-%20final.pdf


Read pages 6, 9 and 20-21 carefully and summarise in your own words the role that teachers should play in the safeguarding and protection of children and young people.

· If you are interested in finding out more about the Munro Report, look at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/munro-review https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/young-persons-guide-to-the-munro-review-of-child-protection 

You will find general information and guidance on the ways in which individuals and schools can work together to safeguard and promote the welfare of children and young people on the Department for Education website:

https://www.gov.uk/childrens-services/safeguarding-children
This link also offers information about child protection, funding and training, and advice on how to use the curriculum to address child protection and contains a wealth of information and resources which you will need to access during your teaching career.  Also see the NSPCC website: 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/services-and-resources/research-and-resources/ 

Task 6: Personal and Professional Conduct  
Teachers Standard - Part Two:  A teacher is expected to demonstrate consistently high standards of personal and professional conduct.

This activity introduces you to the expectations of professional behaviour in school.

	Task
	Response to Task

	Whilst in both preliminary experience placement schools, observe how teachers’ roles change in different contexts, e.g. in the classroom, with other teachers, when talking to parents etc. How do teachers manage the movement between different roles?
	Primary School





	
	Secondary School





	Do your preliminary experience placement schools have policies on dress, punctuality and attendance? Summarise these and how they work in practice.
	Primary School




	
	Secondary School





	How do the teachers in your preliminary experience placement schools show a proper and professional regard for the ethos, policies and practices of the school in which they teach?
	Primary School




	
	Secondary School







********************************************************************************************


These are some supplementary websites and resources that we recommend to you:
Educational Excellence Everywhere: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/educational-excellence-everywhere.  A white paper setting out the government’s vision for schools in England for the next 5 years (published March 2016).
National curriculum and assessment from September 2014: information for schools:

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/358070/NC_assessment_quals_factsheet_Sept_update.pdf
The Chartered College of Teaching: https://chartered.college/. The Chartered College provides concrete guidance and practical support to all schools and teachers.
Cambridge Primary Review Trust: http://cprtrust.org.uk/. Central to the proposals of the Cambridge Primary Review is a set of twelve aims for primary education, grounded in extensive evidence from parents, teachers, children, community leaders, international research and a wide range of official, professional and voluntary stakeholders.
Closing the gap with the new national curriculum: https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/349288/closing-the-gap-with-the-new-primary-national-curriculum.pdf
Promoting British Values in Primary Schools: https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/380595/SMSC_Guidance_Maintained_Schools.pdf
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