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• Human presence on coastlines 
is increasing1

• Noise from human activities 
pollutes marine soundscapes

• Juvenile sharks depend on 
coastal environments for 
shelter and prey2

• Sharks are sensitive to low-
frequency noise3

• Noises from human sources 
may be detected by sharks, 
affecting behaviour

• Increasing our understanding of 
shark sensory ecology

• Conservation of sharks and their 
habitat

• Creating a framework for 
further study

• Development of policy to 
mitigate impact of coastal 
development
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METHODS

Buffer zones

• Bimini, The Bahamas, supports 
300 juvenile lemon sharks4

• Range spans pristine mangrove 
and areas of high human 
disturbance
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1. How do 
sharks use 

sound?

2. Does 
anthropogenic 
noise change 
behaviour?

3. Does this 
happen in wild 
populations?

4. What can 
we do to 

mitigate this?
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METHODS

1. Do sharks use sound to 
find habitat and prey?

2. Does anthropogenic 
noise modify behaviour?

3. Can we mitigate potential 
impacts?


