
Cornish 
in Mexico? 

Katy C Humberstone, 
1st year PhD 
Modern Languages 
University of Exeter 
kch207@exeter.ac.u k 

Overarching aim: to explore grassroots spatial 
experiences of transcul!u~al Corni~hness (i.e., 
experiences beyond off1c1al narratives of 
heritage). I seek to answer: 

1. How do shop owners and other grassroots 
actors responsible for Cornish heritage, 
shape Cornish identity in the landscape? 

2. To what extent does the commodification 
of Cornishness affect pride in identity? 

3. From descendants' experiences, how have 
experiences of Cornishness transformed, 
and how do they continue to transform? 

4. Framing a future Cornishness in Hidalgo, 
what do descendants' lived discourses tell 
us about the extent of its perceived 
sustainability, the importance of this, and 
the likely future directions for Cornish 
identity here? 

• 

Yes, that's right! 
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The Cornish were recruited to revive the 
silver mines of Hidalgo, a region around 
80 miles north of Mexico Cityl Here, the 
city of Pachuca, and town of Real del 
Monte, were the two main magnets of 
Cornish migration Scholar! 
(~chwartz 2006) 
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Research on 
historical 
identities 

Descendants 
of original 

Cornish miners 
are now third
fifth generation 

- many of 
whom still live 

in Hidalgo. 

Research on 
contemporary 

identities 
(Hale 1998; 

Orange 2012; 
Scully 2019) 

Methodolo ical choice 
Walking + photographing signs in the landscape and analysing 
these (social semiotic multimodal analysis), complimented by 

archival research to understand their historic use of signs - the 
latter known as intertextuality - (Kristeva 1980; 1986). 

~ 
Interviews with producers of these signs to understand intended 

meanings and values mediated through visual resources. 
\!, 

Walking tours (Pink 2008; 2015) with descendants of Cornish 
(now third-fifth generation of original miners), to understand their 

experiences including participatory photography . 
I 

Photo elicitation (Rose 2016) + ?i-strudured interviews with 
descendants. 

( \ ____ 
Research on 

contemporary 
identities 

Research on 
historical identities 

(e.g., Schwartz 
2003; 2006; 
Payton 2007; 

2020) 

(Neale 2018 on 
Australia and 

California, and . . ·1 

This is not to say that this contemporary 
focus is unimportant: Payton (2020a, p.432) 
argues for a revived Cornish identity 
overseas, a phenomenon having gained 
traction over the past twenty years! 

Scan here for a 
special walking 
tour of Cornish
Mexican Heritage! 

These are questions and 
methods I will explore during 
my fieldwork in Hidalgo next 
year! 

• 



Contemporary Cornish identity in 

H· o, M~UO Bibliography 
Covarrubias, A (2006). Based on the arms by Juan Gabino. - Mexican Government. [digital image]. [Date viewed 26th April 2022]. Available from: 
https:// commons.w ikimed ia.org/w/index.php ?curid =37 4591 

Hale, A (1998). Gathering the Fragments: Performing Contemporary Celtic Identities in Cornwall. Published PhD thesis. Los Angeles: University of 
California. 

l<risteva, J. (1980). Desire in language: a semiotic approach to literature and art. New York: Columbia University Press. 

l<risteva, J. (1986). Word, dialogue and novel. In: Moi, T. ed. The l<risteva Reader. New York: Columbia University Press. 

Neale, I<. (2018). Cornish Carols: Heritage in California and South Australia. Published PhD thesis [online]. Cardiff: University of Exeter/Cardiff 
University. [Date viewed 16thth March 2022]. Available from: https://orca.cardiff.ac.uk/122868/l/2018nealeekrphd.pdf 

Orange, H. (2012). Cornish mining landscapes: Public perceptions of industrial archaeology in a post-industrial society. Published PhD thesis [online]. 
London: University College London. [Date viewed lith April 2022]. Available from: https:/ /discovery.ucl.ac.uk/id/eprint/1417864 

Payton, P. (2007). Making Moonta: The Invention of Australia 's Little Cornwall. Exeter: University of Exeter Press. 

Payton, P. (2020). The Cornish Overseas: A History of Cornwall 's 'Great Emigration '. Second edition. Exeter: University of Exeter Press. 

Pink, S. (2008). An urban tour: The sensory sociality of ethnographic place-making, Ethnography [online]. 9(2), pp. 175-196. [Date viewed 16th March 
2022]. Available from: doi: https://doi.org/10.1177/1466138108089467 

Pink, S. (2015). Doing Sensory Ethnography. London/Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 

Rose, G. (2016). Visual Methodologies. Fourth Edition. London: Sage. 

RubeHM. (2017). Centro Cultural de/ Ferrocarri/ en Pachuca. [digital image]. [Date viewed 20th April 2022]. Available from: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=63698753 

Schwartz, S. P. (2003). Cornish migration to Latin America: a g/oba/ and transnational perspective. Exeter: University of Exeter. 

Schwartz, S. P. (2005). Migration Networks and the Transnationalization of Social Capital : Cornish Migration to Latin America : A Case Study. Cornish 
Studies. 13(1), pp.256-287. 

Schwartz, S. P. (2006). The Cornish in Latin America [online]. [Date viewed 16th March 2022]. Available from: 
http://projects.exeter.ac.uk/cornishlatin/cornishinlatinamerica.htm 

Scully, M. (2019). Challenging peripherality: Cornwall in pan-Celtic narrative of place. In: Piazza, R. ed . Discourses of Identity in Limina/ Places and 
Spaces .. London: Routledge. pp.147-165. 

Ted's Photos. (2016). 2016 - Mexico - Rea/ de/ Monte - Magic Town of Mexico. [digital image]. [Date viewed 20th April 2022]. Available from: 
https://search.creativecommons.org/photos/b41548b8-a4f8-4866-bbac-904ccbbd3309 

Wesley Butler, J. (1918). History of the Episcopal Church in Mexico. Methodist Book Concern. 

Contemporary Cornish identity in ... •t..>:S--:i=h > · M,xko ( == ;i ::.:.::.~~... ----

t's_n9hu / 
~:or~ 

;, 
• O•t\t lonl h, .._.....,.,u"' ,,.,., ... 

.==:n=Tm•·:=::: -::: :. • [!] ........ "(!l ............... .... ..... ... . ............... . ... .. ... .... . . .... .............. .... ..... . ...... ....... .. .......... . . .. ... . . ........... . ......................... .... ....... .. ..... . . . .... . . .......... . .. ..... ... . .... .. . .... . ........... ··············· . . ............... ... .. . .... ..... . ......... . ................... ...... ...... .. .. .... . ·· ········ .................. . ... . ...... .. ......... ... . .... ... ........ ...... . .. .. . ......... . ...... .... ....... ............ . ...................... ...... ...... ....... ...... . . .. ..... ... .. ...... . . .. ...... ... .... . .. . . .... ............ . .. . ........ .. .. . . . .. . ....................... ..................... .... . ................ . ......... .. ....... .... . .... . ............ . . ..... .......... . ...... . 
(!l :;f :~:;::::;.:::=:1;::;::~:;J::: 

~ 

Scan here for a 
special walking 
tour of Cornish
Mexican 
Heritage! 


