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NEW SELT RULES 
with effect 6 April 2015
UKVI has recently announced changes to recognised SELT tests for Tier 4 
visa applications. After 6 April, only IELTS taken at certain overseas IELTS 
centres (known as ‘IELTS for UK Visa and Immigration’) or a Trinity exam taken 
in the UK will be admissible as a SELT.  This change is likely to result in some 
inconvenience to a number of applicants who will need to travel further than their 
local test centre. For example, there will only be 13 SELT IELTS Centres in China 
operating all year round with a number of further ‘pop up’ centres. We understand, 
from IELTS, that a new booking system is currently under construction and it is to 
be launched on 26 March 2015.  At this point, it will be possible to differentiate 
between test dates for the version of IELTS which is approved for SELT purposes 
and the non-approved version.  IELTS has also confirmed that it will be made clear 
on test certificates whether an IELTS result is SELT-approved or not.  

Further details of how IELTS / UKVI will respond to the inevitable peaks in demand 
and how the ‘pop up’ centres will operate are awaited. Students with a SELT 
from the ‘old’ list taken before 5 April 2015 will still be allowed to submit these as 
evidence of English in Tier 4 applications made up to 5 November 2015.

Most University applicants will be 
unaffected by this news as universities 
have always had discretion to set their 
own English language assessment criteria. 
The University of Exeter anticipates 
continuing to accept IELTS, TOEFL, PTE 
and Cambridge exams as evidence that 
the required linguistic minima have been 
achieved by entrants to degree level 
programmes. 

Holders of other certificates such as 
GCSE or IGCSE English (which do not 
show a grade achieved in each of the 
reading, writing, speaking and listening 

components) may be asked to provide 
further evidence of their linguistic ability 
prior to being issued with a CAS. The 
University is currently reviewing its policy 
in this area and will provide further details 
as soon as this is finalised. 

Feedback from our partners about 
equivalent practice by other UK 
universities would be welcomed. All 
CAS issued by the University will make it 
clear what linguistic assessment has been 
used to avoid any confusion by Entry 
Clearance Officers.

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR UG AND PG APPLICANTS?

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-applying-for-uk-visa-approved-english-language-tests
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Programmes which are below degree 
level, including stand-alone English 
courses, are subject to different 
regulations in respect of SELTs. Unless 
the student is issued a single CAS for the 
duration of both the preparation course 
and the follow-on programme they must 
provide a SELT to obtain a Tier 4 visa. 
The University is currently investigating 

how to minimise the impact of these 
changes on applicants to the pre-sessional 
course offered by INTO University of 
Exeter and will issue further guidance to 
all applicants whose offers are conditional 
on meeting an English language condition 
once this is finalised. Offer holders for 
other INTO programmes must ensure 
they have a valid SELT. 

Please contact your International Officer 
if you have queries about specific 
applicants. In the meantime, it is essential 

that our Admissions Office have a full 
record of any linguistic tests taken by all 
your applicants. 

The Business School has announced a new range of scholarships for its 
MSc programmes in Accounting, Business and Management, Economics 
and Finance. There are also some new bursaries for students wanting to 
study undergraduate programmes in accounting.

These scholarships are each worth £4,000. Please note that no application is required 
as all students with the equivalent of a UK 2.1 degree, or higher, will be automatically 
considered – provided an application for the programme has been submitted to 
the University by 1 May 2015.  For more details of these individual country-specific 
scholarships, please click on Hong Kong, Taiwan, Thailand or Vietnam. Successful 
scholarship candidates will be informed by 29 May and will have a deposit deadline of 26 
June 2015.  

In addition, the School is now offering £2,000 recurrent bursaries for all applicants to BA 
Accounting and Finance / BA Business and Accounting who achieve AAA or equivalent and 
who make the University their firm choice. All eligible offer holders will be sent further 
information by email. The award is also open to new applicants. 

WHAT ABOUT ENTRANTS TO PREPARATION PROGRAMMES  
E.G. FOUNDATION OR PRE-SESSIONAL ENGLISH?

WHAT SHOULD I DO IF I HAVE ANY FURTHER QUERIES?

Business School scholarships NEW

http://www.exeter.ac.uk/international/about/office/
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/postgraduate/hongkongscholarship/
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/postgraduate/taiwanscholarship/
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/postgraduate/thailandscholarship/
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/postgraduate/vietnamscholarship/
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Deadlines for Scholarship Schemes
REMINDER

Your attention is drawn, as previously reported, to the deadlines of various 
scholarship schemes, as follows: 

You can also find out information about funding opportunities for other academic 
disciplines on the International Exeter webpages and central funding database.

Conservation, Ecology and Evolution Masters Distinction 
Scholarships
These £5,000 scholarships are available for excellent students 
with offers for the following programmes:
• MSc Conservation and Biodiversity
• MSc Conservation Science and Policy
• MSc Evolutionary and Behavioural Ecology
• MSc Applied Ecology

30 April 2015

Future Leaders of Sustainability Masters Distinction Scholarship
The College of Life and Environmental Sciences is delighted to offer 
this prestigious scholarship comprising a full tuition fee waiver and 
£10,000 stipend to an exceptional student who accepts a place to 
study on one of the following programmes enrolling in 2015:
• MSc Food Security and Sustainable Agriculture
• MSc Sustainable Development
• MSc Sustainable Development (Climate Change and 
    Risk Management) 

30 April 2015

GREAT University of Exeter Scholarships – India 2015
A variety of awards of up to £6,000 offered in partnership with 
the British Council to Indian residents commencing many of our 
masters programmes in Finance, Law, Sustainable Development 
and Food Security and Structural Engineering, or undergraduate 
degrees in mathematics or engineering. Further details can be 
obtained by following the link above. 

30 April 2015

Masters Distinction Scholarships
A number of Masters Distinction Scholarships, each for £5,000, 
are available for top performing students who accept a place to 
study an eligible taught Masters programme (including MSc and 
MRes but not MSc by Research programmes) within the College of 
Engineering, Mathematics and Physical Sciences or College of Life 
and Environmental Sciences. For the application form click here. To 
check on the list of qualifying programmes, please open the drop-
down menu on the “Intended degree programme of study” of this 
application form.  

30 April 2015

Africa Masters Excellence Awards
A number of these scholarships, each worth £2,000, are available 
for any top performing student who is a resident of an African 
country and who accepts a place to study on any eligible taught 
Masters programme, enrolling in 2015 within the College of Life 
and Environmental Sciences. For the application form, please click 
here. Details of qualifying programmes can be found from the drop-
down list on the “Intended degree programme of study” of this 
application form.

30 April 2015

http://www.exeter.ac.uk/international/students/scholarships/
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/studying/funding/search/index.php?subject=50&a_campus=2&fee_type=8&home=760&a_who4=1&fund1=1&fund2=2&fund3=4&fund4=8&fund5=16&allFunds=0&country=760&search=Search+now
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/studying/funding/award/?id=1657
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/studying/funding/award/?id=1657
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/postgraduate/taught/biosciences/conservation/
http://biosciences.exeter.ac.uk/postgraduate/taught/conservationscipolicy/
http://biosciences.exeter.ac.uk/postgraduate/taught/evolutionary/
http://biosciences.exeter.ac.uk/postgraduate/taught/appliedecology/
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/studying/funding/award/?id=1529
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/foodsecurity
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/sustainabledevelopment
http://geography.exeter.ac.uk/postgraduate/taught/sustdevccrm/
http://geography.exeter.ac.uk/postgraduate/taught/sustdevccrm/
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/international/students/scholarships/greatscholarships/
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/studying/funding/award/?id=1522
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/studying/funding/apply/step1/?award=1522
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/studying/funding/award/?id=1525
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/studying/funding/award/?id=1525
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University Easter closure dates 
As reported in last month’s Newsletter, agents are reminded that the University will be 
closed from 17.00 Thursday 2 April to 09.00 Tuesday 7 April 2015 for the Easter Public 
Holidays.

Applications received during this period will be dealt with as quickly as possible by the 
Admissions Office staff upon their return after April 6, 2015. Your assistance in managing the 
students’ expectations regarding turnaround of their decisions will be greatly appreciated.

In the event of emergencies affecting current students, please note that the Estates Patrol 
Office will remain open 24 hours a day every day (including Good Friday and Easter Monday) 
and can be reached on (01392) 723999 or, if telephoning from abroad, +44 1392 723999.

INTO University of Exeter 
pre-sessional programmes 2015
Our pre-sessional programmes are now open and accepting applications. See the 
accompanying flyer sent with this newsletter for details of entry requirements which 
vary by degree programme and grades achieved. The length of Pre-sessional A and  
Pre-sessional B courses for 2015 will still be 10 and 6 weeks respectively; there is no 
change to the number of teaching weeks however, there will no ‘Transition Week’ 

at the end of the programme in September. Please note that this change has been 
implemented since the publication of the 2014/15 INTO brochure. 

• Pre-sessional A (PSA): 22 June to 28 August 2015 (10 weeks) 
Close to new applications at 17:00 (GMT) on Friday 22 May 2015 

Deadline for confirmations* Friday 29 May 2015 at 17:00 (GMT) 

• Pre-sessional B (PSB) 20 July to 28 August 2015 (6 weeks) 
Close to new applications at 17:00 (GMT) on Friday 19 June 2015 
Deadline for confirmations* Friday 26 June 2015 at 17:00 (GMT) 
*Due to the length of course, please note that the CAS will only be issued on 

receipt of payment of full fees.

For visa reasons, pre-sessional students are required to remain 
in the UK between the end of the pre-sessional and the start of 
their degree programme. Students will be required to vacate 
their INTO residential accommodation by 29 August, but 
we will work with the University Accommodation Team to 
arrange alternative accommodation. 

Please direct all pre-sessional applications and enquiries  
to: pseexeter@into.uk.com

mailto:pseexeter@into.uk.com
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Penryn Campus developments  
A new £4 million Sports Centre on the Penryn Campus has been approved.  Subject 
to the necessary planning consent, the new facility will include a four-court sports 
hall, new gym with up to 90 stations, a fitness studio and changing rooms.  It is 
hoped to include a childcare centre in the building, subject to additional funding 
being agreed.  It is hoped to be open by Summer 2016.  The project unites the 
University of Exeter, Falmouth University and FXU, and is announced in the tenth 
year of partnership at the Penryn Campus.  Our new £5.5 million Science and 
Engineering Research Support Facility (SERSF) is on target to be occupied from 
Summer 2015.  It will house business, science and engineering together, with a 
home for University of Exeter Business School which is expanding into Cornwall in 
2015, alongside space for the University’s existing Marine Renewables team, and 
growing Centre for Ecology and Conservation (CEC). 

A team of Computer Science 
undergraduates secured victory in the 
Project Arduino competition, organised 
by leading engineering and technology 
company Thales, following a worldwide 
public vote.

The winning entry, called ‘LockDuino’, 
allows doors to be locked and unlocked 
remotely via a mobile phone app, 
which connects to a small Arduino 
microprocessor that runs the locking 

system. The design also allows users to 
receive a message to their phone if they 
have left it unlocked, once they reach a 
certain distance away. 

The LockDuino faced rivals from the UK 
and the United States in the latter stages 
of the contest. At the final count, they had 
polled more than 600 votes – twice as 
many as the next leading entrant - to take 
first prize. For more information, please 
click here. 

KEY DATES

3 April University closed

6 April University closed

13 - 18 April International Office representative visiting Saudi Arabia

13 - 17 April
International Office representative visiting Italy, Romania, Swit-
zerland, Norway   

19 - 24 April International Office representative visiting Oman

20 - 24 April
International Office representative visiting Sweden, Germany, 
Austria, Switzerland & Belgium 

20 - 26 April International Office representative visiting Azerbaijan

26 April - 1 May International Office representative visiting Nigeria
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Four UG students scoop global 
technology prize for innovative application

http://www.exeter.ac.uk/news/featurednews/title_437628_en.html?utm_source=exeter.ac.uk&utm_medium=billboard&utm_campaign=HomeLockduino

