
Faculty of Humanities, 
Arts and Social Sciences 
(HASS)



• Formed in 2022, following the restructure of the University 
from six Colleges to three Faculties.

• We are a research-intensive Faculty with staff and doctoral 
students conducting world leading research across our nine 
departments.

• We are committed to delivering the highest calibre research 
and practice, encouraging a vibrant, collaborative and 
interdisciplinary culture based around both strategic and 
critical areas of expertise in the Humanities, Arts and Social 
Sciences.

• We're also building an international community for our 
students, who come from more than 120 countries, to 
establish a globally excellent and inclusive faculty.

About the Faculty



• Global Engagement is central to the vision of Faculty of 
Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences. We are proud to work 
with a wide range of stakeholders, including world-leading 
universities and alumni to expand our global reach and 
impact. 

• We have an outstanding record of winning external funding 
(more than £70 million pounds of funding income received 
between REF 2014 and REF 2021) and building partnerships. 
Our Institutes, centres, networks and groups provide 
structure and support, promoting interdisciplinary 
collaboration, knowledge exchange and impact.

• The Faculty hosts the University Societies and Cultures 
Institute (SCI) as well as the Institute for Arab and Islamic 
Studies (IAIS), which are key structures for promoting 
interdisciplinary within the Faculty and across others.



• Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences is the study of human 
behaviour and interaction across social, cultural, environmental, 
economic and political contexts.

• HASS looks at both the past and the present, locally and globally, 
personally and culturally to consider, address and plan for future 
challenges. 

• It plays an important role in harnessing students’ curiosity and 
imagination about the world they live in, and empowers them to 
actively shape their lives and the world around them.

• Students learn how to question; think critically; problem solve; 
communicate effectively across multiple platforms, and to people 
from different backgrounds and experiences; make decisions; and 
adapt to change – all skills highly valued by employers.

• HASS at Exeter is expanding its curriculum to become a more 
interdisciplinary subject, collaborating with the other Faculties on 
course delivery, as well as with external partners locally, nationally 
and internationally.

• Our work operates against the backdrop of the University’s 
Strategy 2030 focusing on equality and inclusion, health, and 
sustainability.

What is HASS?



Courses



MA Social Media Management

• Will provide students with specialist knowledge of social media in business 
contexts

• Encompasses areas such as brand strategy, brand and reputation 
management, crisis communication and user behaviour

• Students will also gain technical proficiency - how to measure and create 
engagement and how to budget to create impact through engine 
optimisation and understanding of Al.

• This will be a unique MA programme among leading UK universities insofar 
as it focuses on the management of social media by taking the two elements 
as integral to each other rather than distinct areas

MA Social Media and Digital Marketing

• Students will gain advanced knowledge of, and develop advanced skills in, 
digital marketing, management, with a particular focus on social media and 
e-commerce initiatives

• Students will learn how organisations in the public, commercial, and third 
sectors use social media and digital platforms to brand themselves and use 
promotional activities to drive up sales and other forms of user and customer 
engagement

• Focus will be placed on precision tracking of interactions, writing and 
crafting of promotional materials, conceptualising and streamlining e-
commerce activities, and critically engaging with techniques such as search 
engine optimisation (SEO). 

• Students will engage in specialist content creation and other relevant 
practical skills used in industry. 

In development for 2024



LLM Law and Technology

• This program has a robust and varied technology scope that goes beyond a 
general ICT to explore technology in context

• A key component of this programme will be modules that explore technology 
and the law in specific sectors, e.g., shipping, medicine, autonomous 
transport and Artificial Intelligence (AI)

• With a focus on theory and applied learning, our graduates will develop skills 
that will enable them to seek employment in a range of disciplines within and 
beyond law

• This LLM Programme features a strong foundation for policy work through 
an emphasis on regulating technological innovation 

MA Screen Acting

• New collaborative course with the London Film School (LFS) 
• Adds to our growing portfolio of courses delivered in partnership with the 

LFS

MSc Environmental Governance, Society and Culture 

• Based at our Penryn Campus in Cornwall
• It will draw on our departmental and campus strengths in the field of 

environment and sustainability

In development for 2024



LLM Law and Business
LLM Law and Business: Finance and Accounting
LLM Law and Business: Management

• No prior Law or Business education required
• The LLM Law and Business is a formal Law degree, which can open the way into a 

law qualification
• Combines the delivery of legal and business education between the Exeter Law 

School and the Triple Accredited University of Exeter Business School
• Join a dynamic and vibrant academic environment that attracts students from all 

over the world creating a truly international learning community
• Pathways will be included on the final degree certificate

MA Intercultural Communications and International Business
MA Intercultural Communications and Education
MA Intercultural Communications and Migration

• An interdisciplinary programme helps students develop their intercultural 
awareness and competence, and gives them an understanding of the theory and 
practice of intercultural communication, skills highly valued by employers in today’s 
global world.

• Develop an in-depth understanding of the complexities of communication in a 
globalised world, the ability to apply the acquired discipline specific skills to 
address challenges and implement positive and sustainable solutions, and the 
ability to conflate others’ perspectives to navigate complex relationships locally 
and globally.

• Taught by experts in the field of intercultural communication, discourse analysis, 
language and globalisation, multilingualism and language and migration, 
international business.

• Pathways will be included on the final degree certificate

New courses launched in 2023



MA Media and Communications

• Media and Communications is a broad interdisciplinary field, bridging elements of theory 
and practice, and sitting at the intersection of cultural studies, sociology, social 
anthropology and business studies

• Our MA has been designed with flexibility in mind, providing students with the opportunity to 
customise their degree depending on their career goals or interests

• It provides students with the advanced level foundation for the next generation of 
communications professionals, media researchers and educators

• Gain hands-on experience and training within our unique and world-leading research 
facilities, such as the Digital Humanities Lab and the Bill Douglas Cinema Museum

• Research-inspired learning through unique modules led by staff research expertise, 
including video games and social media management-focused modules

MSc Global Security Studies

• In the context of today’s challenges and opportunities there is a high demand for students 
with a expertise in global security combined with analytical and problem solving abilities

• This MSc provides training in the major issues in global security combined with a targeted 
focus on key vocational skills needed to analyse contemporary challenges and opportunities 
in the policy world 

• It will allow students to focus on particular issues and areas and to develop their knowledge 
and skills for future careers in security and strategy, including within governmental and non-
governmental organisations at the domestic and international levels

• The MSc includes a core, intensive three-day practice-focused module that provides 
employability specific practice-oriented training for students wishing to pursue a career in 
security and strategy

• Students will develop confidence through interaction and exposure to staff in our Strategy 
and Security Institute, which is recognised the world over as one of Europe’s leading 
Institutes for new thinking on Strategy and Security

New courses launched in 2023



Key 
department 
overviews



Communications, Drama and Film

Top 10 for Media and Film 
Studies

The Guardian University Guide 
2023

Top 10 for 
Communications

The Guardian University Guide 
2023

Top 100 worldwide for 
Performing Arts

QS World University Subject 
Rankings 2023

1st in Drama

The Guardian University Guide 
2023

Overview
• Our three subject areas offer exciting and innovative approaches to creative learning, with teaching that grows out of our 

wide-ranging research interests.
• The department encompasses the long-established subject of Drama, renowned for our practice-based research and 

teaching; with Film and Television covering a diverse range of areas and practices; and Communications providing 
approaches to the creative industries, media, and global communication.

• We have world-class facilities, and provide a supportive and high-quality environment for learning, with excellent links to 
cultural industry partners.



Communications, Drama and Film

Top 10 for Media and Film 
Studies

The Guardian University Guide 
2023

Top 10 for 
Communications

The Guardian University Guide 
2023

Top 100 worldwide for 
Performing Arts

QS World University Subject 
Rankings 2023

1st in Drama

The Guardian University Guide 
2023

Key courses
• MA Creativity: Innovation and Business Strategy
• MA Film and Screen Studies
• MA International Film Business – co-delivered with the London 

Film School (LFS)
• MA Social Media and Digital Marketing - **New for 2024**
• MA Social Media Management - **New for 2024**

Facilities
• Professional standard performance spaces and state-of-the-art 

production facilities for video, sound and scenic production.
• The Digital Humanities Lab, a £1.2 million investment on our Streatham 

Campus, further enriches both undergraduate and postgraduate 
teaching and research with its state-of-the-art equipment, spaces and 
training.

• The Special Collections Archive contains collections of unique and rare 
materials, which include archives, manuscripts, and rare books. Our 
holdings comprise more than 470 archive and manuscript collections and 
more than 50,000 rare books

• The Bill Douglas Cinema Museum holds a wide-ranging collection of more 
than 70,000 film related artefacts and is the largest research archive in 
any British University. The collection is available for all students to use as 
a research and study resource, giving students a highly distinctive and 
valuable experience of studying and researching film using primary 
materials, documents and artefacts. 



The Law School

Top 150 worldwide for 
Law

QS World University Subject 
Rankings 2023

Overview
• The Exeter Law School has a worldwide reputation for excellence in teaching 

and research, attracting academics, visiting lecturers and students from 
across the globe. 

• We are an ambitious, dynamic and friendly law school delivering a first class 
legal education at an elite Russell Group university.

• We have an outstanding reputation internationally for our research, with 
exciting prospects in human rights, international law, legal history and 
European law.

• We offer an unparalleled number of activities to help broaden your career 
development as well as offering a number of social and sporting events. 
These include mooting and pro bono.

• Exeter Law School is committed to delivering a curriculum that blends 
doctrine with practice, and to give its students opportunities to observe or 
participate in activities involving the application of the law.  It is with this in 
mind that the Law School created Exeter Law Projects (ELP).

Law can be studied at our 
Streatham Campus in 
Exeter or  at our Penryn 
Campus in Cornwall 

UG level only

Excellent pro bono 
opportunities through the 
Exeter Law Projects (ELP)

Excellent national and 
international reputation 
for mooting



The Law School
Top 150 worldwide for 
Law

QS World University Subject 
Rankings 2023

Key courses
• LLM Commercial Law
• LLM International Law
• LLM Law and Business - **Launched in 2023**
• LLM Law and Business: Finance and Accounting - **Launched in 2023**
• LLM Law and Business: Management - **Launched in 2023**
• LLM Law
• LLM Law and Technology - **New for 2024**

Facilities
• The Lasok Law Library, located in the Forum on the Streatham 

Campus (Exeter), holds in excess of 40,000 volumes and is 
open 24 hours a day. In addition to United Kingdom, 
Commonwealth and some United States holdings, the 
collection is particularly strong in European Union, French and 
German law. 

• We also offer access to Lexis, Westlaw and Eur-lex, and other 
online legal databases.

• At both our Streatham Campus in Exeter and Penryn Campus 
in Cornwall, we have dedicated spaces for mooting and mock 
trials, giving our students an authentic legal education.

• Students can choose from diverse study spaces to suit your 
specific learning needs, whether dedicated quiet study, group 
work, or social learning over a coffee.

Excellent pro bono 
opportunities through the 
Exeter Law Projects (ELP)

Excellent national and 
international reputation 
for mooting

Law can be studied at our 
Streatham Campus in 
Exeter or  at our Penryn 
Campus in Cornwall 

UG level only



Languages, Cultures and Visual 
Studies

Top 15 for Modern 
Languages

Complete University Guide 2023

Overview
• Art History & Visual Culture at Exeter is an exciting area of study which explores both the history of art and more recent ideas of 

the visual – extending the analysis of visual forms from the historical right through to areas of modern and contemporary 
practice.

• Modern Languages and Cultures at Exeter is one of the most dynamic and forward-looking departments in the UK. Our research, 
which has a solid interdisciplinary component, comprises diverse areas such as translation, cultural, literary and film studies,
history and linguistics, including Intercultural Communication.

• Our department comprises seven major language areas: Chinese (Mandarin), French, German, Italian, Portuguese, Russian, and 
Spanish, and through optional modules students can also expand their studies into other languages and cultures.

• As part of an Undergraduate degree in Modern Languages and Cultures, students spend a Year Abroad studying at a partner 
institution across the world, working or, in some countries, on a British Council assistantship. 

100% of our Modern 
Languages and Linguistics 
research has 
internationally excellent 
impact

Based on research impact rated 
4*+ 3* in REF 2021

Top 150 worldwide for 
Modern Languages

QS World University Subject 
Rankings 2023

Internationally recognised 
fine art, heritage and film 
collections on site, 
including the Bill Douglas 
Cinema Museum



Languages, Cultures and Visual 
Studies

Top 15 for Modern 
Languages

Complete University Guide 2023

100% of our Modern 
Languages and Linguistics 
research has 
internationally excellent 
impact

Based on research impact rated 
4*+ 3* in REF 2021

Top 150 worldwide for 
Modern Languages

QS World University Subject 
Rankings 2023

Internationally recognised 
fine art, heritage and film 
collections on site, 
including the Bill Douglas 
Cinema Museum

The Language Centre
• The Language Centre at the University of Exeter is a great place to learn 

a language, whether for study, work or just for fun. 
• As well as first-class learning resources, we provide excellent teaching by 

suitably qualified and experienced professionals, so that learning a 
language is both enjoyable and rewarding.

• At the Language Centre we offer daytime credit-bearing modules as 
part of students’ undergraduate studies at no extra cost. 

• The languages we offer include British Sign Language, Cornish, French, 
German, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Mandarin Chinese, Russian and 
Spanish. 

• Our Evening Language Programme offers a range of language courses 
for students, staff, alumni, the public and business. Unlike the daytime 
language modules, these courses are NOT credit-bearing, so you can 
take them outside your degree programme. 

• The Evening Language courses include Arabic, British Sign Language 
(BSL), Cornish, French, German, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Mandarin 
Chinese, Portuguese, Russian and Spanish.

Key courses
• MA Curation: Contemporary Art and Cultural Management
• MA Intercultural Communications and International Business -

**Launched in 2023**
• MA Intercultural Communications and Education -

**Launched in 2023**
• MA Intercultural Communications and Migration -

**Launched in 2023**
• MA Translation Studies
• MA Global Literatures and Cultures



The School of Education

Top 150 worldwide for 
Education

Times Higher Education World 
University Rankings by Subject 
2023

Overview
• The roots of the School of Education predate those of the University itself, and as such we have over 165 years of experience in

Education. 
• We offer a wide range of Teacher Training and postgraduate programmes, and are recognised us as one of the top Education 

research schools in the country.
• Our vision of education values learning in its broadest sense as an interdisciplinary, personal, social, professional and lifelong 

endeavour. 
• We are committed to excellent teaching and research within a scholarly, diverse, creative and safe environment. 
• We seek to challenge existing thinking and orthodoxies in the field of education by stimulating debate and advancing both 

educational knowledge and practices via the interplay of theory, research, policy and practice. 
• We are located on the historic and beautiful St Luke’s Campus and provide excellent support for all our postgraduate students. 

This ideal setting is within easy walking distance of both the city centre and the University’s Streatham Campus, where students
are encouraged to make use of the additional facilities available to them.

Home to one of the largest 
Education libraries in the 
UK

100% of our Education 
research is internationally 
excellent

Based on research rated 4* + 3* in 
REF 2021

Ofsted Outstanding 
Teacher Training (PGCE) 
courses



The School of Education

Top 150 worldwide for 
Education

Times Higher Education World 
University Rankings by Subject 
2023

Reflecting on Educational Practices  (EFPM918)
• This is an optional Masters module that teaches students skills which can be 

helpful in finding employment after graduation.
• The module involves two parts: a series of lectures and seminars focusing on 

critical reflection, experiential learning and professional development within 
education; and a set of educational experiences.

• The educational experience of practice may either: be based on curated 
digital online activities; take place physically in a place of education; or occur 
in a virtual place of education.

• It is not expected that experiences will take place in the formal school setting. 
Students are encouraged to think about the variety of settings where 
education might occur and to consider experiences which will challenge your 
existing assumptions, perspectives and skill sets. Home to one of the largest 

Education libraries in the 
UK

100% of our Education 
research is internationally 
excellent

Based on research rated 4* + 3* in 
REF 2021

Ofsted Outstanding 
Teacher Training (PGCE) 
courses

Key courses
• MEd TESOL
• MA Creative Arts in Education
• MA Education Leadership and Management
• MA International Education
• MA Special Educational Needs
• MA Technology, Creativity and Thinking – **new title for 2024 

** will be MA Technology and Education Futures



Social and Political Sciences, 
Philosophy, and Anthropology

12th for Anthropology

The Complete University Guide 
2023

Politics can be studied at 
our Streatham Campus in 
Exeter or at our Penryn 
Campus in Cornwall

UG level only

Top 100 worldwide for 
Politics

QS World University Subject 
Rankings 2023

Top 100 in Philosophy

In the QS World University Rankings 
by Subject 2023

Overview
• Sociology, Philosophy and Anthropology is a department of excellence for teaching and research across a diverse range of 

areas. It has a dynamic, highly productive, and friendly team who offer intellectually stimulating teaching and a well established 
research culture.

• Our strong research culture is reflected in our regular seminars and workshops and visits from internationally renowned 
scholars.

• Our varied undergraduate and postgraduate programmes include philosophy of science, anthropology, science and technology 
studies (STS), applied ethics, sociology of art, cultural sociology, and social theory.

• A distinctive feature is our commitment to interdisciplinary work. Philosophers, sociologists, and anthropologists work together
in undergraduate and postgraduate teaching, as well as research projects. We are committed to the idea that drawing 
sociology and philosophy together, and in ways that include empirical philosophy, enriches both fields.



Social and Political Sciences, 
Philosophy, and Anthropology

12th for Anthropology

The Complete University Guide 
2023

Politics can be studied at 
our Streatham Campus in 
Exeter or at our Penryn 
Campus in Cornwall

UG level only

Top 100 worldwide for 
Politics

QS World University Subject 
Rankings 2023

Exeter Q-Step Centre
• Exeter is one of only 15 universities to host a Q-step Centre.
• Building on the University's core disciplines of Sociology, Criminology, Politics, 

and International Relations, Exeter Q-Step brings together a range of 
activities related to training as well as curriculum development in quantitative 
methods. 

• The Centre has recruited academics for the delivery of undergraduate courses 
focused on endowing students with quantitative literacy and applied data 
analysis skills, so it offers challenging, exciting and career-enhancing 
programmes.

• Through its dedicated academic staff and accompanying support programme, 
Q-Step provides training in industry-standard tools and personal feedback. 
This has enabled the Centre to forge links with industry-leading employers 
through guaranteed work experience placements, which are funded via work 
experience bursaries.

• The Q-Step Centre can currently be found in the Clayden Building, boasting a 
state of the art Computational Lab providing individual PCs for up to 30 
students.

Key courses
• MA Conflict, Security and Development
• MA International Development
• MA International Relations
• MA Political Thought
• MSc Global Governance
• MSc Global Security Studies **Launched in 2023**
• MSc Social Data Science
• Public Administration Masters (MPA)

Top 100 in Philosophy

In the QS World University Rankings 
by Subject 2023



Thank you.
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