EXMOOR | SHALLOW PEAT
METHANE EMISSIONS

How does restoration age, vegetation and water
depth impact methane (CH,) emissions from
restored mires within Exmoor National Park?
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mires in Exmoor National Park
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Figure 36 Mean annual water table position and percentage cover of . . . ) .
Sphagnum moss for study sites ranging from unrestored and newly Seml—natural sites (tho;e with |Itt|el or no impact from
restored (yellow) through to semi-natural sites /wet controls (blue). drainage and peat cuttlng) from this study showed
similar properties (i.e. gas emission balance, depth
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Figure 37 Relationship between annual methane (CH4) flux (g CH4 m=a*) methane exchange from restored mires

and percentage (%) cover of wet mire plant species (e.g. Sphagnum moss) in Exmoor National Park. (University of
at sample sites. Flux estimates are based upon scaled monthly or bimonthly Bristol, 2016).
measurements from June 2013 to June 2014. Y

Science and Evidence Report 35



