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Introduction: 
Danescroft beaver release site was first surveyed by Devon Wildlife Trust in 1993, as 
Clyst William Cross County Wildlife Site.  It was resurveyed by Devon Biodiversity 
Records Centre (DBRC) in 2014 as part of the Biodiversity Monitoring Framework, to 
see if the habitat was still of County Wildlife Site status. In May 2016 a pair of 
beavers were released onto the site, and a monitoring programme was set up so that 
the effect of the beavers on the habitat could be analysed.  As part of the monitoring 
programme, DBRC was asked to carry out a baseline vegetation survey that could 
be repeated on a regular basis.   
 
Methodology: 
The site was visited on 14/06/2016 by DBRC staff for a walkover survey, so that 
locations for quadrats could be selected for survey on 21/06/2016.  The site has a 
mosaic of habitats, including mire, fen, wet woodland, grassland, ditches, and a 
stream.  Some areas of the site were inaccessible, behind areas of deep water, while 
other areas were difficult to access because the vegetation was 2m high and very 
dense.  Twenty-five quadrats were selected to enable sensible and repeatable 
access, and to provide data on a range of vegetation types in the following 
situations: 
• willow dominated, scrub woodland 
• along ditches; 
• close to the main pond area; 
• in areas of dense, high, fen vegetation; 
• near the stream boundary; 
• in areas with scattered saplings within the grassland and fen; 
• in the drier MG5 grassland;  
• in species-rich ‘good’ fen; 
• around a notable feature (e.g. large, mature, multi-stemmed grey willow) 
 
All quadrats were 5m x 5m including those containing woodland and scrub, and the 
grid reference referred to the south-west corner.  A GPS was used to locate the 
quadrats, but as this was only accurate to 3m at best, 8 figure grid references (10m 
squares) were used.  The quadrats are shown in Figure 1.  Some of the grid 
references were adjusted during the survey, if the original location was not practical, 
and a couple were not used because it was no longer possible to access that part of 
the site.  A further nine quadrats (1b – 9b) were surveyed in the southern part of the 
site in January 2017. 
 
The following data were collected from each quadrat: 
• Species percentage cover values to give a DOMIN value 
• Percentage cover of bare ground 
• Percentage cover of open water (as best as can be managed in high dense 

vegetation) 
• Vegetation height at five points (the four corners and the centre point) within 

the quadrat to give an average figure. A drop disk was used to measure the 
height  

• Vegetation density at the same five points to give an average figure (using a 
home-made marked cane) 

• Standing water - present (1) or not present (0) 
• Damp underfoot (1) or not damp (0) 
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A photo was taken from each quadrat, from the south-west corner, looking north-
east. 
 
A transect was also walked through the site to collect information on dead fallen 
trees and standing deadwood, and to do a broad scale habitat assessment (see 
Figure 1 for the route).  The following information was collected within 10m of 
transect line, and GPS were co-ordinates taken: 
• Fallen deadwood with a diameter of 20cm or larger 
• Standing deadwood with a diameter of 20cm or larger 
• Deadwood used in dams 
 
During the transect walk a 360˚ scan of the habitats visible was taken at 10 points 
along the route (see Figure 1).  The percentage cover of the following habitats was 
assessed:  
• tall, coarse grass dominated 
• hemlock water drop-wort 
• soft rush (if in defined blocks) 

 

Figure 1: Location of quadrats, transect route and 360o scan points 



 

Botanical Survey at Danescroft Beaver Release Site 
 

Keeping track of Wildlife in Devon 
  

 

• mixed fen vegetation (including species such as yellow flag, meadowsweet, 
jointed rushes, greater birds foot trefoil, valerian spp., reed canary grass, 
horsetails, herbs such as devil’s bit scabious and knapweed 

• ruderals such as nettle, broad-leaved dock, ragwort 
• bare ground 
• scattered scrub and saplings 
• open water above 1m sq and above 
 
Results: 
When the site was first surveyed in 1993 it was described as herb-rich unimproved 
marshy grassland with several wet ditches, some areas of developing Salix scrub, 
and an area of wet woodland around a pond (see Appendix 1).  It was unintensively 
grazed by cattle, and the marshy community was described as variable, dominated 
by Juncus in some areas, by Iris in other, and with some small patches of Molinia 
and Carex spp.  The different habitats were not mapped, and National Vegetation 
Classification (NVC) information was not recorded. 
 
When the site was re-surveyed in 2014 it had been left unmanaged for some time, 
and the grassland had become rank.  The site had been pony- grazed until about 10 
years ago, but had not been grazed recently.  The southern part of the site was 
dominated by hemlock water-dropwort (Oenanthe crocata) and the site was 
assessed as being not in positive management.  The habitats were mapped, and 
NVC affinities were assigned, but a full NVC survey was not carried out.  One Devon 
Notable species was recorded: wood club-rush (Scirpus sylvaticus) 
 
The main habitats recorded were: 
• Lowland fen (affinities with M27) 
• Lowland fen/purple moor-grass and rush pasture (affinities with M27 and 

M23) 
• Purple moor-grass and rush pasture (affinities with M23) 
• Rough marshy grassland (no specific NVC affinities, but starting to head 

towards MG1) 
• Wet woodland surrounding a pond (no NVC affinity was recorded, but W1 is 

likely to be the closest fit) 
 
The data from the quadrat survey in June 2016 and January 2017 was analysed 
using TABLEFIT, a computer programme which identifies vegetation types by 
measuring how closely they align to certain standards.  Species lists and abundance 
data are compared against a reference list (British Plant Communities (Rodwell 
1991a, b, 1992, 1995, 2000)) to give a NVC affinity, plus a goodness-of-fit rating. 
 
Goodness-of-fit ratings are meant only as a rough guide and are as follows: 
• 80-100 (Very good) 
• 70-79 (Good) 
• 60-69 (Fair) 
• 50-59 (Poor) 
• 0-49 (Very poor) 
 
A goodness-of-fit rating of over 50 is generally considered to be useful, whereas 
anything under 50 is unlikely to be correct.  Table 1 shows the NVC affinities 
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assigned to the quadrats.  Some of the NVC affinities given by TABLEFIT are odd 
(e.g. maritime grassland) but these are probably just unusual MG5 grassland.  
Figure 2 shows the quadrat data mapped alongside the habitat data from the 2014 
survey.  The GPS was only accurate to three metres, so some of the quadrats do not 
quite match up with the habitats mapped in 2014 
 
Quadrat Grid Reference NVC Affinity & fit Habitat Comment 

1. ST07560292 M28 (50 – poor) Mire  
2. ST07530292 M28 (39 –  very 

poor) 
Mire  

3. ST07500296 OV25a (42 –  very 
poor) 

Open habitat 
(nettles & thistles) 

Probably incorrect 

4. ST07530296 M27c (65 – fair) Mire  
5. ST07540301 M27c (69 – fair) Mire  
6. ST07500302 M27c (69 – fair) Mire  
7. ST07500304 M28 (63 – fair) Mire  
8. ST07520304 M23a (71 – good) Purple moor grass & 

rush-pasture 
 

9. ST07500307 W7 (21 – very 
poor) 

Wet woodland  

10. ST07540308 MG10c (41 – very 
poor) 

Species-poor rush-
pasture 

 

11. ST07580308 M27 (67 – fair) Mire  
12. ST07620312 W24 (74 – good) Bramble scrub  
13. ST07600312 M27 (82 – very 

good) 
Mire  

14. ST07580312 W6d (43 – very 
poor) 

Wet woodland  

15. ST07550312 W6d (28 – very 
poor) 

Wet woodland  

16. Not surveyed    
17. Not surveyed    
18. ST07590315 M28 (78 – good) Mire  
19. ST07570318 M23a (54 – poor) Purple moor grass & 

rush-pasture 
 

20. ST07530318 M27c (29 – very 
poor) 

Mire  

21. ST07550320 M23a (28 – very 
poor) 

Purple moor grass & 
rush-pasture 

 

22. ST07570320 MG1 (46 – very 
poor) 

Grassland  

23. ST07620321 MC9c (55 – poor) Maritime grassland Incorrect - probably 
just unusual MG5 
grassland 

24. Not surveyed    
25. ST07560328 OV25 (45 –  very 

poor) 
Open habitat 
(nettles & thistles) 

Probably incorrect 

1b. ST07610276 OV24 (46 –  very 
poor) 

Open habitat 
(nettles & cleavers) 

Probably incorrect 

2b. ST07570276 W24 (43 – very 
poor) 

Bramble scrub  

3b. ST07560283 M27c (52 – poor) Mire  
4b. ST07520287 MG10a (66 – fair) Species-poor rush-  
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Quadrat Grid Reference NVC Affinity & fit Habitat Comment 

pasture 
5b. ST07560286 MC9 (43 – very 

poor 
Maritime grassland Incorrect - but 

probably because it 
was nearly 100% 
Yorkshire fog 

6b. ST07560301 M27b (49 – very 
poor) 

Mire  

7b. ST07550304 M27c (58 –poor) Mire  
8b. ST07540321 M27c (49 – very 

poor) 
Mire  

9b. ST07610327 M23 (53 –poor) Purple moor grass & 
rush-pasture 

 

Table 1: Quadrat NVC affinities 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Figure 2: Quadrat NVC affinities and 2014 survey data 
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The results from the 360o scans are shown in Table 2 (see Figure 1 for location of 
the scan points).  Hemlock water-dropwort dominates parts of the site, so it would be 
interesting to see if the beavers have any effect on this. 
 
No. % Tall/ 

coarse 
grass 

% Hemlock 
Water 
Dropwort 

% 
Soft 
rush 

Mixed 
fen 

Ruderals Bare 
ground 

Scattered 
scrub/ 
saplings 

Finer 
grasses, 
herb sward 

Open 
water 

1 60 25 <0.5 10 5 <0.5 1 0 0 
2 75 25 0 20 30 0 1 0 0 
3 40 35 10 40 1 0 3 0 0 
4 15 75 0 75 10 0 5 0 0 
5 20 70 <0.5 75 5 0 5 0 0 
6 15 25 1 75 1 0 5 0 0 
7 5 80 2 90 1 0 3 0 0 
8 0.5 2 <0.5 10 1 60 75 0 5 
9 20 30 10 30 1 0 3 10 0 
10 0 90-100 10 25 0 0 15 0 0 
Table 2: Habitat composition noted from 360o scans 

 
Standing and fallen deadwood with a diameter of over 20cm was also mapped as 
part of the transect walk (Table 3 and Figure 3).  The amount of deadwood is likely to 
increase as the beavers modify the site. 
 
Deadwood Grid Reference Description 
Fallen deadwood 
above 20cm 

ST07600297 Large layered grey willow; collapsing but generally 
alive & layering/sprouting 

Fallen deadwood 
above 20cm 

ST07 50303 Large layered grey willow; collapsing but generally 
alive & layering/sprouting 

Fallen deadwood 
above 20cm 

ST07520313 Pile of old cut logs rotting away nicely - fallen 
willow branch still hung up on tree, but definitely 
dead =+/- 6m long & roughly 20-25cm wide 

Standing deadwood 
above 20cm 

ST0760203037 Crack willow coppice along river - some sections 
entirely dead, others partially 

Standing deadwood 
above 20cm 

ST07600297 Partially dead crack willow branches 

Standing deadwood 
above 20cm 

ST07530305 Collapsing old willow stump with some dead 
sections of branch but mostly layering. <10cm 
diameter 

Table 3: Location of fallen and standing deadwood above 20cm diameter 
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Future work: 
It would be useful to repeat the quadrat sampling and the transect walks annually, to 
monitor how the vegetation changes.  A full survey following the Biodiversity 
Monitoring Framework could be carried out after five years. 

Appendices: 
1993 and 2014 survey cards 

Figure 3: Locations of standing and fallen deadwood 
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County Wildlife Site Monitoring Form 
1. Pre visit summary

2. Post visit summary

Overall Site Assessment Red / amber / green 

Overall Management Assessment High / Medium / Low 

Comments / key issues /   
Management recommendations 

An unimproved shallow valley site with a mosaic of habitats including 
mire, fen and grassland.  Much of the site is undermanaged and would 
benefit from management.  Management options need to be discussed 
with Natural England.  This site has great potential to be a very diverse 
CWS and of huge local significance. 

Action needed (e.g. send details to 
NE, signpost to adviser) 

Send details to NE 

CWS criteria and suitable boundary 
assessed? 

Yes 

Current reason for CWS 
designation 

Over 0.5ha fen meadow 

Other details or special interest of site: 
Devon Notables:  Wood club-rush. 

SITE NAME 
Clyst William Cross 

SITE CODE 
ST00/011 

CENTRAL GRID REFERENCE 
ST075029 

REASON FOR MONITORING VISIT 
BMF 

DATE SITE MONITORED + NAME 
(ORGANISATION) 
22 May 2014 H Gibbons & A 
Stubbings (DBRC) 

DATE OF LAST SURVEY + NAME 
25/05/1993 R White 

DISTRICT / UNITARY / NATIONAL 
PARK / AONB  
East Devon 

PARISH / WARD 
Plymtree/Broadhembury 

DATE OF LAST ADVISORY VISIT / 
NAME & ORGANISATION 
Unknown 

SITE STATUS 
CWS 

MANAGEMENT BODY 
Landowner 

STRATEGIC NATURE AREA 
N/A 

LANDOWNER/MANAGER - Name, address and other contact details (incl email). 

Access permission from: 

SITE AREA (ha) 
11.4 

MAJOR ASPECT 
East 

MAJOR SLOPE 
Minor 

ALTITUDE (m) 
85-90 

GEOLOGY (solid / drift from Geology maps) – see http://maps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyviewer_google/googleviewer.html 
Aylesbeare Mudstone Group - Mudstone 

SOILS         Neut     Calc       Slightly Acid        Clay     Loam     Sand     Peat     Alluv      Rock    
Scree     Spoil       Water logged     Poorly drained       Freely drained   Other: 

ORIGINAL REASON FOR CWS DESIGNATION AND COMMENTS 
Unimproved marshy grassland 

http://maps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyviewer_google/googleviewer.html
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3. SITE CONDITION ASSESSMENT
See guidance notes.  Please annotate the map provided to show key habitats and features e.g. key 
Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) habitats & communities showing National Vegetation Classification (NVC) 
affinity linked to reason for designation  / location of key species.  Provide a brief description below and 
assess condition using guidance notes.    

3.0  Brief description of CWS (location, overview of habitats present, history of site, 
topography etc) 

A site of moderate size and flat topography located adjacent to the River Tale, approximately 1.5km north-
west of Payhembury, East Devon.  The site supports fen, mire and grassland communities and is bisected by 
a single track road.  Most of the site falls to the south of the road and two parcels of land are situated to the 
north of the road.  Much of the site has remained unmanaged for some time and as such the sward is tall 
and often grass dominated. 

This site was surveyed in 1993 and as that time the site was grazed unintensively with cattle.  The valley 
was described as supporting a variable marshy community with some areas dominated by rushes, yellow 
flag iris, and small patches of purple moor-grass and sedges.  The recent lack of management has 
encouraged dominance of the site by hemlock water-dropwort and grasses and as such the botanical 
diversity at this site has reduced. 

3.1 Condition assessment of habitats for which the site was designated (Biodiversity Action 
Plan (BAP) habitats >0.5ha). 

As this site has been left unmanaged for some time the grasslands have become fairly rank and as such 
have not been recorded as BAP habitats within this report.  Management of this site in the future may restore 
these habitats as species-rich and as such they may once more be recorded as BAP habitat. 

Lowland fen 

Area 1:  Tall and unmanaged fen vegetation (up to head height in places).  The sward supports dominant 
hemlock water-dropwort, abundant meadowsweet, frequent nettle, rough meadow-grass, bog stitchwort and 
sharp-flowered rush, locally frequent marsh horsetail and water mint and occasional wild angelica, soft rush, 
common marsh bedstraw, meadow foxtail, common sorrel, Yorkshire-fog and yellow flag iris.  Marsh thistle, 
cuckoo flower, creeping forget-me-not, ragged robin, bugle, sweet vernal-grass, tufted hair-grass, greater 
bird’s-foot trefoil, reed canary grass and common spotted orchid have a rare distribution. 

This area has affinities with National Vegetation Classification (NVC) community M27 (Filipendula ulmaria – 
Angelica sylvestris (meadowsweet – wild angelica) mire) 

Area 2:  Similar to Area 1 with locally dominant hemlock water-dropwort, abundant meadowsweet, frequent 
tufted hair-grass, meadow foxtail, rough meadow-grass, meadow foxtail, rough meadow-grass and 
Yorkshire-fog and occasional common marsh bedstraw, common nettle, common sorrel, crosswort, cleavers, 
yellow flag iris, marsh horsetail, creeping forget-me-not, sharp-flowered rush and wild angelica.  Wood club-
rush (Devon Notable) water figwort, reed canary-grass a species of willowherb, water pepper and greater 
bird’s-foot trefoil have a rare distribution.   

Again this area also has affinities with NVC community M27. 

Area 3:  A narrow strip of M27 with much hemlock water-dropwort, meadowsweet and yellow flag iris.  Wood 
club-rush (Devon Notable) is present here. 
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Area 4:  An inaccessible area to the north supporting dominant hemlock water-dropwort with yellow flag iris 
and common nettle. Some wood club-rush (Devon Notable) is present here.  Much grey willow scrub is also 
present within this area.  This area has loose affinities with NVC community M27. 

Condition assessment (Areas 1 – 4) 

1) The water level and its management should result in either surface water, or the ground
being wet enough for a 6-inch nail to be easily pushed in throughout the year. 

Yes 

2) Cover of undesirable species (common nettle, docks, creeping/spear thistles, common
ragwort and Indian (Himalayan) balsam) should be less than 10% 

No 

3) Cover of scrub should be less than 10%. Yes 

4) Cover of bare ground should be less than 10%. Yes 

5) No more than 25% of the fen area should have a continuous cover of litter (ie dead
vegetation). 

Yes 

Habitat condition assessment (High/Medium/Low) Medium 

Lowland fen / purple moor-grass & rush pasture 

Area 5:  Possibly one of the most diverse parts of the site.  The sward height here is lower than on many of 
the parts of the CWS, possibly as it is grazed by deer.  There are patches of tall hemlock water dropwort but 
the shorter vegetation is more diverse.  Species present here include locally dominant sharp-flowered rush, 
locally abundant Yorkshire-fog, frequent tufted hair-grass, meadowsweet and yellow flag iris, locally frequent 
fen bedstraw (Devon Notable) and occasional wild angelica, common sorrel, meadow foxtail, marsh thistle, 
ragged robin, sweet vernal-grass, cuckooflower, greater bird’s-foot trefoil, bog stitchwort and a species of 
willowherb.  Tormentil, bugle, devil’s-bit scabious, cleavers, gipsywort and bittersweet have a rare 
distribution. 

This area has affinities with NVC communities M27 and M23 (Juncus effusus/acutiflorus – Galium palustre 
(soft rush / sharp-flowered rush – common marsh bedstraw) rush-pasture) 

Condition assessment (Area 5) 

1) Cover of undesirable species<10%. Yes 

2) Cover of large sedge species <30%, and cover of large grasses such as tufted hair-grass
and reeds, <20%. 

Yes 

3) Cover of invasive trees and shrubs <5%. Yes 

4) Cover of non-jointed rushes (soft, hard and compact) <50%. Yes 

5) At least two indicator species are frequent and two occasional Yes 

Habitat condition assessment (High/Medium/Low) High 

Purple moor-grass & rush pasture 

Area 6:  A horse-grazed pasture to the west of the site with a easterly aspect.  The sward here is heavily 
grazed, particularly the drier parts of the grassland. The more interesting part of this field is the species-rich 
mire at the bottom of the slope.  The sward here comprises locally abundant sharp-flowered rush and bristle 
club-rush, frequent ragged robin, greater bird’s-foot trefoil and a species of forget-me-not, locally frequent 
common marsh bedstraw, marsh horsetail, lesser spearwort and meadowsweet and occasional water mint, 
marsh stitchwort (record unverified), cuckooflower, yellow flag iris and bog stitchwort.  Purple moor-grass, 
southern marsh orchid, common fleabane, silverweed and square-stemmed St John’s-wort have a rare 
distribution. 

This area has affinities with NVC community M23.  The rest of the field, where drier, supports semi-improved 
grassland which is heavily grazed and fairly species-poor. 

Condition assessment (Area 6) 

1) Cover of undesirable species<10%. Yes 

2) Cover of large sedge species <30%, and cover of large grasses such as tufted hair-grass
and reeds, <20%. 

Yes 
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3) Cover of invasive trees and shrubs <5%. Yes 

4) Cover of non-jointed rushes (soft, hard and compact) <50%. Yes 

5) At least two indicator species are frequent and two occasional Yes 

Habitat condition assessment (High/Medium/Low) High 

3.2 Condition assessment of other Biodiversity Action Plan habitats not previously noted or 
those which have developed since the site was designated and now meet the CWS criteria 
>0.5ha. 

N/A 

3.3  Description of other habitats which are either not a Biodiversity Action Plan habitat or 
Biodiversity Action Plan habitats which are too small to meet the CWS criteria size 
threshold of <0.5ha. 

Improved grassland 

Area 7: Improved cattle-grazed fields to the south separated by a ditch.  The fields here are grassy and herb-
poor with abundant perennial rye-grass, frequent creeping buttercup, rough meadow-grass and white clover 
and occasional meadow foxtail, floating sweet-grass and cuckooflower.   

It is unknown as to why this site was included within the CWS boundary as it was not part of the original 
survey in 1993. 

Rough marshy grassland 

Area 8:  Rough grassland forming a large patch towards the southern part of the site.  The sward here 
comprises dominant meadow foxtail, locally dominant Yorkshire-fog, common nettle and hemlock water-
dropwort, abundant red fescue, frequent creeping buttercup, lesser stitchwort, common sorrel, sweet vernal-
grass, rough meadow-grass and common knapweed, locally frequent meadowsweet and occasional soft 
rush, wild angelica, yellow flag iris, common mouse-ear, cuckooflower, cleavers, crossword, hogweed, 
creeping thistle, false oat-grass, ribwort plantain, meadow buttercup and tufted hair-grass.  Hairy sedge, 
gipsywort, greater bird’s-foot trefoil, meadow vetchling, red clover, water pepper, silverweed, red campion 
and bog stitchwort have a rare distribution. 

This area has no specific affinities with any NVC communities though is starting to head towards MG1 
(Arrhenatherum elatius (false oat-grass) grassland) which is typical of meadows that have been left 
unmanaged.   

Area 9:  A relatively large area of rough damp grassland towards the north of the site.  This area is wetter to 
the west where it merges in with the fen of Area 4.  The drier part of the grassland to the east supports 
dominant red fescue, abundant meadow foxtail, frequent common nettle, sweet vernal-grass and common 
sorrel and occasional cock’s-foot, creeping thistle, yarrow and field woodrush.  Red campion, meadow 
vetchling, white dead nettle and hedge woundwort have a rare distribution.   

This again is starting to become rough and have characteristics of NVC community MG1.  

Area 10:  A field to the north of the single track roads that bisects the site.  This field is ‘gardened’ in nature 
and now supports a pond which was relatively recently installed (since 2006).  Rough damp grassland 
surrounds the pond and supports abundant meadow foxtail, locally abundant common sorrel, frequent 
meadowsweet, water mint, common sorrel, creeping buttercup, sweet vernal-grass and rough meadow-grass 
and occasional soft rush, cuckooflower, sharp-flowered rush, greater bird’s-foot trefoil, broadleaved dock, 
gipsywort, Russian comfrey, wild angelica and hairy sedge.  Ragged robin and common fleabane have a 
rare distribution.   
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The pond supports a species of pondweed, floating sweet-grass, yellow flag iris and greater reedmace.  A 
newt, possibly a male palmate newt, was seen in the pond at the time of survey. 

Rough grassland 

Area 11:  Rough dry grassland with abundant meadow foxtail, frequent sweet vernal-grass, ribwort plantain, 
creeping buttercup and common sorrel, locally frequent lesser stitchwort and occasional meadow buttercup, 
dandelion, common knapweed, red fescue, common bent, common mouse-ear and hogweed.  Crosswort, 
red clover, yarrow and cock’s-foot have a rare distribution.   

This area is also showing signs of moving towards the NVC community MG1. 

Wet woodland 

Area 12:  A small area of wet woodland / scrub surrounding a large pond.  This area is largely inaccessible. 
Grey willow and alder form the canopy and shrub layer.  The ground comprises water mint, creeping 
buttercup, hemlock water-dropwort, wood club-rush (Devon Notable), water figwort, Sphagnum floating 
sweet-grass, gipsywort, field wood-rush, branched bur-reed, yellow flag iris and lesser spearwort. 

Area 13:  A small area of wet woodland with an alder canopy.  The shrub layer comprises ash, blackthorn, 
hawthorn, holly, elder, hazel and grey willow.  The ground layer supports, bramble, red campion, common 
dog violet, ivy, wood speedwell, honeysuckle, yellow archangel, bugle, yellow pimpernel, nettle, broad 
buckler-fern, marsh marigold, wood avens, yellow flag.   

Other habitats 

Area 14:  An open area of disturbed ground following bramble removal.  Several young trees have been 
planted here including cherry, rowan, oak, beech, hazel and ash. 

Area 15:  Dense mature scrub with hazel, blackthorn and sycamore. 
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4. SITE MANAGEMENT ASSESSMENT
Please annotate the map to show management issues (poaching / scrub invasion etc) and describe below 

4.1 Management assessment of habitats detailed within 3.1 
Include relevant details reg. current management  e.g. grazing (stock / stocking levels / time year / 
avermectins), fertiliser (organic / inorganic / quantities / timing), herbicides, scrub/bracken control, weed 
control/invasive species, topping, hay cut (time year), woodland management, drainage etc.   

Areas 1 – Area 5:  Unmanaged fen and purple moor-grass & rush pasture habitats.  The main part of the site 
was grazed by ponies about 10 years ago but has not been grazed recently.  In 1993 this site was recorded 
as being cattle grazed.  

Management assessment (High/Medium/Low) Low 

Area 6:  Heavily grazed by horses.  

Management assessment (High/Medium/Low) Low 

4.2 Management assessment of habitats detailed within 3.2 

N/A 

4.3 Management assessment of habitats detailed within 3.3  

Area 7: Improved field.    Management assessment N/A 

Areas 8 – 11:  Rough unmanaged grassland forming a large part of the CWS.  Low 

Areas 12 & 13:  Unmanaged wet woodland High 

Area 14: Scrub removed and trees planted Medium 

Area 15: Dense scrub Medium   
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4.4 Other management information 
Has management of the site been discussed with the landowner? 
Yes / No       Phone / Site / Other 

Landowner given permission to give details to another organisation for advice / grant 
information?  
Yes / no   Name of organisation…… 

Total area of holding  Unknown Nature of holding  Unknown 

Recommendations for future management (please show on map):  Discussed with landowner  -  yes/no 

This site supports an interesting mosaic of habitats in an unimproved valley setting.  The original survey 
carried out in 1993 indicates that the site was very species-rich and of great significance at that time.  
Unfortunately fens and rush pastures tend to become rough and scrub up if they are left unmanaged for long 
periods of time and this has occurred at this site.   

The landowner of the vast majority of the site is very keen on wildlife but has found long term management 
of the site tricky.  Due to the local significance of this site and the great potential in it being reverted to a 
species-rich state it is recommended that the landowner is made aware of potential support regarding the 
long term management of this site, for example stewardship agreements.  DBRC will forward this site to 
Natural England in the hope that a local advisor can help provide information to the landowner. 

The local dominance of hemlock water-dropwort may be of some concern at this site as a barrier to grazing 
the site (the roots are highly toxic to mammals, including cattle).  It is recommended that the Natural England 
Adviser discusses this with the landowner regarding potential future management of the site.  Weed wiping 
to reduce the dominance of this species is an option but the site is wet and may be difficult to access.   

Area 6 is currently very heavily grazed by horses.  Horses are not the most suitable of grazers in species-rich 
areas as they have very dexterous lips and are able to graze swards very short, being very selective with 
their grazing too.  Cattle grazing here would be better for the long term with regards to floristic diversity.  
Cattle grazing from April – October would be the most ideal situation as it prevents the grassland from being 
poached during the wetter winter months.   

Is the site under any grant schemes? (e.g CSS/ELS/HLS/WGS).  Date that scheme ends.  Brief details 
of relevant options.  Landowner interested in renewing the scheme? 

Not currently 

Is there a management plan? previous wildlife advice ?  who drew this up?  Date drawn up?  Does 
the landowner refer to it? 

No 

Previous management (if applicable):   

Most of the site was cattle grazed in 1993 and was horse / pony grazed until about 10 years ago.  Since that 
time the site has been largely been left unmanaged. 

Landowner history and future plans 

The landowner is very keen to manage the site to enhance the value of it for wildlife.  The landowner is also 
very keen on finding out about stewardship as a means of supporting long term management. 
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Action for DBRC / surveyor:  (e.g. ask NE or FC to contact landowner, draw up FEP etc) 

Pass details of site to NE 

Other notes: 



Principal Funders 
Clyst William Cross (East Devon) 

Devon Biodiversity Records Centre – Keeping track of wildlife in Devon 

- 9 - 

5. OVERALL SITE EVALUATION:

5.1 Habitats for which the site is designated (this is a summary box from section 3.1) 

Area Habitat Condition 
L/M/H 

Man’ment 
L/M/H 

Overall 
assessment 

Key reason for not 
being assessed as 
green 

1 - 4 Lowland fen M L M Unmanaged 

5 Lowland fen / purple moor-
grass & rush pasture 

H L M Unmanaged 

6 Purple moor-grass & rush 
pasture 

H L M Unmanaged 

8 - 10 Was species-rich fen / 
mire.  Now rough marshy 
grassland 

L L L Unmanaged 

11 Was species-rich (probably 
lowland meadow).  Now 
rough grassland 

L L L Unmanaged 

5.2 Current habitats (this only needs to be filled in if there has been a significant change to 
the habitats for which the site was designated) 

N/A 

5.3 Overall site assessment 

Overall condition of site (Red/Amber/Green) 

Red Not in positive management or condition.  Site requires urgent attention. 

Overall site management assessment: 

Low Not in positive management. 

5.4 Is this site still of CWS standard? 

Yes 

5.5 Which specific CWS guideline(s) does it meet (please reference to specific polygons on 
the map)? 

Area Criterion No. Text 

1-6 3.5.2 Over 0.5ha fen meadow (M27, M27/M23 & M23) 

5.6 Please list the Biodiversity Action Plan priority habitats on site: 

Lowland fen 
Purple moor-grass & rush pasture 
Wet woodland 

5.7 Are there any new features of interest (including notable species)? 

Yes, two Devon Notables (Wood club-rush & fen bedstraw) 
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5.8 Should there be any change to the current CWS boundary and are there any areas that 
are no longer of CWS standard (please refer to specific polygons)? 

Yes – it is recommended that the more ‘gardened’ parts of the site (Areas 10, 13, 14 & 15) are removed from 
the CWS boundary as they do not meet the guidelines.  It is also recommended that Area 7, the improved 
fields, are removed from the boundary. 

5.9 Has the site been subject to any planning applications? 

Unknown 
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SPECIES LIST (noteworthy species only) 

Marsh stitchwort (unverified) 
Wood club-rush (Devon Notable) 
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