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We have recently taken a review 
of our Politics and International 
Relations programmes at our 
Penryn Campus, Cornwall and 
have made some exciting changes 
to our existing BA Politics  
and International Relations 
programme to give students who 
choose to study this programme 
greater flexibility and choice.  
We have also introduced  
an exciting new BA in 
International Relations.

BA International Relations  
*new for 2017*
This programme combines a solid  
grounding in international relations, with  
the opportunity to specialise in an issue or 
region. The study of International Relations 
in Cornwall is characterised by its focus on 
some of the biggest political challenges 
facing the world today such as terrorism,  
the global financial crisis, conflict in the 
Middle East, and the changing balance in 
world power. We believe a degree should  
not just be an intellectual exercise; it’s the 
means by which people change the world.

Year 1 Your first year will equip you  
with the essential concepts and approaches 
needed to study international relations  
today. You will explore contemporary  
issues such as war, migration, poverty  
and inequality, development and religion.  
You will also have the opportunity to  
study political science, environmental 
politics, public policy and the history  
of political thought. 

Year 2 You will continue to tailor your degree 
through a range of research-led modules, 
covering issues such as nuclear proliferation, 
international terrorism, the Middle East 
peace process, humanitarian intervention, 
American Politics, Chinese Politics, the 
future of the European Union, and more.  
All our modules are taught by a member  
of staff with research expertise in the area.  
You’ll also learn and apply cutting-edge 

research techniques that will equip you with 
essential skills desired by employers.

Year 3 In your final year you will carry out  
a piece of independent research and write  
a dissertation under the supervision of a 
member of academic staff. You will also  
select more specialised, research-led modules. 
You will also have the opportunity to take 
the US Field Trip. 

BA Politics and  
International Relations
This distinctive programme is one of the  
few in the UK that enables you to combine 
politics and international relations to gain  
a well-rounded perspective on some of the 
most important issues shaping our world. 
Field work overseas and a focus on  
career-related experience and skills ensure 
learning is both research-led and relevant to 
your future career aspirations. Modules cover 
all aspects of political science and topics 
include the environment, humanitarian 
intervention, democracy, war and terrorism.

Year 1 During your first year you will  
take just two compulsory modules:  
British Government and Politics and a new  
module called Key Concepts in Politics and 
International Relations. You will then be able 
to choose an additional 90 credits of Politics 
modules or up to 30 credits in another 
discipline. We are introducing a new module 
this year called Violence in World Politics, 
which will replace Resistance and 
Transformation: Struggles in Global Politics. 
The new module deals with contemporary 
issues relating to conflicts shaping the 
modern world.

Year 2 In year two, you will take one core 
module worth 30 credits over two terms,  
the Research Toolkit in Politics and 
International Relations. This consolidates  
two previous research modules and will  
give you a firm grounding in the principles  
of research design and the tools for analysis 
of political data. We have made this change 
to extend your choice of optional modules  
in the second year, providing you with  
greater freedom to construct your  
own degree. 

Year 3 In your final year you will carry out  
a piece of independent research and write  
a dissertation under the supervision of a 
member of academic staff. You will also 
choose a number of optional modules 
covering issues such as the politics of war, 
activist politics, and American Politics  
and the challenges of the 21st century.

US Field Trip
As part of your studies you can attend our 
field trip to the United States where you’ll 
gain insight into the latest global issues  
and a first-hand perspective of the American 
political system. The US field trip is now an 
optional instead of compulsory module, but 
will still be subsidised by the department 
(please see our website for details). The aim  
is to give greater flexibility to those students 
who would prefer to take 30 credits in 
another aspect of the programme.

Taken before the start of your third year, the 
six-day field trip will provide you with the 
basic training required to carry out ethical 
field work under a controlled, supervised 
setting. In 2016, for example, we took a 
group of students to New York, where they 
visited the UN, Statue of Liberty and World 
Trade Center; took part in a seminar with 
students from NYU; went behind the scenes 
at ABC news; followed the US presidential 
elections; and visited Ellis Island.

This is a unique opportunity which is only 
available to students studying in our Politics 
and International Relations department at 
our Penryn Campus, Cornwall. 

Further information
Please visit our website for further 
information and examples of the modules 
you can choose from as part of these 
programmes. You can also watch our Politics 
and International Relations (Cornwall)  
video providing you with an insight into  
our programmes and student life at our  
Penryn Campus.

www.exeter.ac.uk/ug/politics /cornwall
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