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Exeter-Tsinghua Joint Institute for Global Humanities Summer School

Z RiA1 Student Interviews
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From July 1st to July 13th, 2024, the Exeter-Tsinghua Joint Institute for Global
Humanities Summer School was successfully held. Twelve international

students from countries including the UK, Germany, and Malaysia gathered with
eight Chinese volunteers for academic exploration and cultural exchange,
spending two unforgettable weeks together. Let's hear about their feelings and
experiences!
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Summer School participants and volunteers taking a group photo at the
Humanities Building

Q! REBIWIREIBERFINRBRAY?

Q: How did you come to attend the Tsinghua Foreign Languages Department
Summer School?

A: Flynn Nightingale-Jones
RE RRBHRZRAN—FRHETL

UK, University of Exeter, First-year Undergraduate, History Major



Flynn ZEfl& 1\ Flynn at the Closing Ceremony
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I've always lived in the rural UK, so | didn't have much direct experience of the
world or cultures outside my hometown. Since | don't travel often and come from
a working-class background, I'd never had exposure to multicultural experiences
before.
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Nevertheless, as a history student, China is my favourite area of study for too
many reasons to list. But China is very far away, and the journey very expensive,
so my dream of visiting China remained just a dream.
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About a month ago, when | received the email announcing Tsinghua's Summer

School, | thought it was a joke or that someone had hacked the university email.
Out of hope and trying my luck, | submitted an application. I'm incredibly happy

this was an excellent, real opportunity."

EEFHREHIROR L, FRANMIITIE Participants engaged in lively discussion
in Professor Wang Jinghui's class

Q: What did you think of the Summer School courses and itinerary?
A: Emily Scott

RERTEFREAN_FRHETW
UK, University of Exeter, Second-year Undergraduate, History Major
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This truly has been the most enriching and unforgettable experience of my life; |
cherish every moment spent here. My time at Tsinghua has been a profound
journey of cultural immersion and learning.
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The Summer School courses covered Chinese culture, art, and history, providing
us with in-depth explanations of China's rich cultural heritage and its exchanges
with other parts of the world. The onsite visits were equally fascinating. The
sheer scale of the Forbidden City and its exquisite architecture tell the story of

ancient China; visiting the Summer Palace and the Temple of Heaven was also
mesmerizing. Each place demonstrates the wisdom of ancient Chinese people.
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Emily KI5 5 & & 5 Emily taking photos with tourists at the Great Wall
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A: Thomas Sheriff
KEBRRERFAZAR—FER HETW

UK, University of Exeter, First-year Undergraduate, History Major



Thomas Sheriff ZE [f]Z 1, Thomas Sheriff at the Closing Ceremony
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I was genuinely impressed by these historical sites in Beijing. In the UK, natural
landscapes are often artificially shaped to match the architecture, but Chinese
architecture isn't detached from nature; it coexists harmoniously with it. At
Tsinghua, the arched canopy formed by the trees on the way to class every day
provided an excellent view. Even a magnificent structure like the Great Wall
winds along the mountain ridges, highlighting the beauty of nature's curves.



Thomas I Thomas at the Great Wall

A: Keir Swift
KERRERFAFZAR _FER HETW

UK, University of Exeter, Second-year Undergraduate, History Major
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Keir 7£ [f] 5T, Keir at the Closing Ceremony

ERM—VARSAEMNERT . TUNRENTEIRZARHBZE, KRR
oS, MITEEINE, MBSEEEZ, BERMNNHRMARSES. mER
Bz, BMNESU TR, Xz, BRE, BE2BEMARIEIHRE. BT
EMEENE, RFERLN. TREMNT(FE BEEFTEEERNM
7o B—Al, BRRETXEZZENEZLAIRIAES .

Everything about the Summer School was incredible. Our courses ranged from
Chinese paper-cutting art to calligraphy, Tai Chi to traditional medicine, dialects
to literature, and history to philosophy —the professors' lectures were insightful.
Outside class, we visited the Great Wall, Temple of Heaven, and Yuanmingyuan -
sights | had never seen before. It was strangely amusing standing where



emperors once worshipped heaven, wearing my loose, sweaty jeans. In that

moment, | felt the charm of these sites that have withstood the test of time.

2 R KRYS K1R Participants experiencing Tai Chi

HEBRERFZANEYENILRSYE, ELENFERERRET, FERE
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At the Tsinghua University Art Museum and Beijing Zoo, so many primary school

students wanted to take photos with me, greeting me so warmly | felt like a big
star!



TEZ1E, Keir /N NIABEIEBEE, Bi5M &8 Keir being "chased down" by
children at the Art Museum, invited for photos

ZERFRESWNZE/NBEAAEE Summer School participants taking photos
with children visiting the Art Museum




This interview is not with our student. So remove?
Q: R BEMAKEFMHAEIR?
A: Tan Hou An
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Q: How did you get along with Tsinghua students?
A: Emily Scott

HEBRREBAFAR ZHER HEEN UK, University of Exeter, Second-year
Undergraduate, History Major
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| want to especially thank my first friend at the Summer School, Karen (volunteer
Huang Ruoxuan), who helped me adapt to the new environment and arranged
everything for me. Cindy and Lynn (volunteers Wang Xinyi and Lin Entong) were
guides and friends who accompanied me throughout. We had meals together in
the canteen, went on city walks together —these experiences helped us
overcome cultural and language barriers and form deep friendships. These
friendships gave me a deeper understanding of the Chinese way of life and their
characteristic hospitality. When | left Beijing, | took away not just knowledge and

memories, but lifelong friendships.




Z G 1E R BE S & Participants taking a group photo at Yuanmingyuan
A: Flynn Nightingale-Jones

HEBRREBFRKFAR—ER HEE N UK, University of Exeter, First-year
Undergraduate, History Major
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Considering the culture shock, | explored Beijing with a sense of awe. | visited
Tsinghua's massive campus, rented bikes using my phone, rode the subway,
visited landmarks like the Great Wall and Temple of Heaven Park, was politely
surrounded by strangers for photos, enjoyed cuisine from various provinces I'd
never experienced before... these are experiences | will treasure for a lifetime.
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But | must say, the teachers and volunteers on this trip were what impressed me
the most. They made this incredible journey so special. For someone like me

who was completely clueless during the trip, their help was simply beyond
words."
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Flynn ZER 2 1ES W Flynn visiting the University History Museum

Q: What reflections did this Summer School bring you?
A: Keir Swift

HE BREESKFAR ZFE HE LI UK, University of Exeter, Second-year
Undergraduate, History Major
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The world situation is turbulent, even a bit crazy. Although people differ in
language, culture, and history, this Summer School experience showed me there
are so many things that can unite us. The participants were peers in their 20s; we
are all young people seeking connection with each other.
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For me, the most important lesson from the Summer School was to stop seeing
China as a mysterious country; | realized that | myself and these Chinese
students aren't actually that different.
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I've been to London's Chinatown, seen those animated films that claim to
represent China, butin reality, coming here, | found they are far from the truth.
Thank you again to all the teachers and volunteers for providing me with this
precious opportunity.

Volunteer interviewed at Tsinghua, remove?
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As grand as the name the great wall it was really fun. | was really enjoying the
spectacular view and loving the nature from up there.

KHBBRENBTF—HEF, RKBENREE. RENREXANR
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--Fatin Farahiyah

Although it was 1pm at noon, but the weather was pretty good. It was cloudy, so |
felt very comfortable all the way, plus it rained a little on the way back, but the
road became more slippery and a little dangerous, which is quite challenging.
The good thing is that you can see the trash bin every few sections of the road,
which is very good for throwing rubbish. The whole wall is still at good condition.
There is no obvious damage or missing pieces, but when you go to the exit, you
can see that one part of the wall is supported by support steel. It can be seen
that the repair is relatively rigorous and timely.
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--Tan Houan

Absolutely loved it, “Twas a very good time & genuinely a once-in-a-lifetime thing
for me.

EEER, XE—RIEEXRFOME HRREENE—E—RNEE.
--Flynn Nightingale-Jones
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