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Black and British: A Forgotten History
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Aims and Objectives
· To understand that Black people have been in Britain since Roman times
· To appreciate the contribution that Black people have made to British lives and culture

Resources Required
· Computer with internet
Activities

In a BBC television series, the historian, David Olusoga, traced the forgotten story of Black history.
· Read through this timeline of Black people in Britain. Is anything that you’ve read surprising? Why? Do you think that putting up plaques to the people selected is an important thing to do?

You may have seen blue plaques on buildings where famous people once lived. The organisation which is responsible for this – English Heritage – has recognised that they need to “increase the racial diversity of the English Heritage blue plaques scheme” so that it better represents the contribution of Black and Asian figures. You can see who they have honoured in London here.

· Who would you like to see honoured with a plaque? It could be a musician, a singer, an actor, a sporting star, a writer, an activist, a blogger/vlogger – anyone who you feel has made a contribution to society. Is there someone local? Is there someone in your own life who you feel should be celebrated?
· Design the plaque that you would like to see installed. Where would you put it? What kind of image would you use? What words need to go on it?

URLS:
Timeline https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/zwKSz5OU34JYKA
English Heritage page https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/blue-plaques/blue-plaque-stories/londons-Black-history/
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