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Edward Colston’s Statue

Subject Area – history, citizenship

Age Range – KS 4

Time – 2 lessons plus a homework

Aims and Objectives:
· To understand something of the debate surrounding the removal of the statue of Edward Colston
· To consider the role played in society by statues
· To consider the criteria employed when deciding who should be memorialised
· To decide on and argue the case for an alternative subject

Resources Required
· Computers with internet access

Activity: starter.
· In pairs or small groups, discuss why we have statues, who decides who they are of and where they should go.

· Read this news story about Edward Colston’s statue in Bristol and this account of his life and discuss these questions:
1. How is Edward Colston describe in each piece? What impression does each give of the man and how he should be remembered?
2. What sort of language is used in each piece and how does it lead us to think about the man in particular ways? Think about the sorts of words that are used and the emotions that they might provoke. For example, what are the connotations of the words ‘toppled’ and philanthropist?
3. Lots of people were outraged at the destruction of the statue and argued that the protestors were destroying history, yet the statue of Colston was only erected in 1895, more than 170 years after his death. Why do you think people were so angry about it? How do you feel about people destroying ‘historical monuments’?
4. Shortly after the statue was removed, an alternative was put up by an artist. Read about it here and discuss whether you think it was a good statue and whether you think that it should have been left there or not.
5. A campaign in Plymouth has raised £100,000 to build a statue of Jack Leslie, who was dropped from the England team in 1925 because he was black. Do you think that putting up more statues of black Britons would be a good thing to do? 

· Follow up/homework task.

What would you do with the empty plinth in Bristol?
1. Would you leave it empty? Why?
2. Would you erect a statue to a black person who has made a contribution to British life? Who? Why? If not, why not? Who would you choose instead? 
3. Would you choose an installation that isn’t a person, but represents the lives of black people in a more abstract way? Why? What would it look like?
Ideas could be presented to the class, with a vote to see who the class would choose, having heard the case for different people. If the task were done in class, it could be a group presentation and could be combined with work on persuasive writing.


Additional Resources 
· Oxford Dictionary of National Biography entry for Edward Colston.
· The renaming of Bristol’s Colston Hall.
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