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MFL: Getting ready for the PGCE
Congratulations on securing a place on the PGCE Secondary MFL Course here at the University of Exeter – well done and welcome! We wish you every success as you prepare to embark upon an exciting and exhilarating PGCE year. 

Preparation for the first term of the PGCE Secondary MFL Course 
As you will no doubt have gathered at your interview, this course is busy, interactive, participatory, but also a lot of fun! The first weeks at University are very intensive to prepare you well for School-Based Work (SBW) in the following weeks and terms. You will gain far more from this input in the autumn term, if you arrive ready to hit the ground running. The following pre-course tasks are designed to help you to make that autumn start easier, so put in as much effort as you can with the time you have available, which will of course vary according to your personal circumstances.

You will need to focus on four key areas (A to D) as you prepare for the start of the course:

A. Completing the Subject Knowledge Audit pre-course tasks set out on pages 3 – 6 will help you to become familiar with the structure and content of the National Curriculum for MFL and to identify the aspects of subject knowledge that you will need to develop at Key Stages 3 and 4 and at post-16 level. Please begin to address those aspects of grammar and other subject knowledge that you are not familiar with before beginning the course. 

B. Creating a ‘Subject Knowledge and Understanding Development Record’ using a strategy that you feel comfortable with (e.g. summary notes, revision lists, concept maps, completing tasks set in the texts, answering revision questions), will help you feel more confident in your first and second languages. This will form an important part of your Individual Development Portfolio (IDP) that you will build up over the course of the PGCE and will inform discussions about the issues it raises with respect to covering all your subject knowledge needs. Use GCSE and A-level MFL textbooks or other appropriate sources of information to help you develop your understanding and knowledge. Once you have completed the self-audit tasks, construct a plan to begin the process of addressing your subject knowledge needs. The following format is suggested:
 

	Area/Topic 
for development
	Learning 
Resources
	Learning Strategy
	Target date
	Date achieved

	The perfect tense in French
	Duo Lingo app

	daily reminder and assessment exercise
	Be realistic!
	




C. Getting organised
The PGCE Secondary MFL Course, like teaching itself, involves admin work and it would be wise to get yourself well organised before the autumn term starts (especially if you know that organisation is not your strong point!).  There is little time in the first weeks of the autumn term to sort yourself out. You will need a large diary or teacher planner and perhaps a collection of files or folders with dividers, if you prefer to work this way. You will also need a computer with MS Office, good Wi-Fi, and space for all your electronic filing!

D. Professional Subject association membership.
Whilst not compulsory, you might find it useful to become a student member of the Association for Language Learning (ALL) as soon as you register. There is no requirement to do this; it may just be of interest. Visit: http://www.all-languages.org.uk/join/become-a-member/student/ 


Additional information for non-native speakers of English or for those of you educated abroad
Please see the additional 3 documents included to help you get to grips with the education system in the UK. NB: please note date of publication.
· History of Education in England Part 1
· History of Education in England Part 2
· Eurydice explanation of the English education system

For a more up-to-date explanation of how the English education system works, see UN ENIC pages 21 – 31 and 50 – 53.

MFL subject knowledge pre-course tasks

The National Curriculum (2013) for MFL at Key Stages 3 (and 4)
You will need to become familiar with the structure and content of the National Curriculum for MFL. Please carry out the following 5 tasks, which are designed to help you understand how the curriculum is organised and to identify aspects of subject knowledge that you will need to develop. To carry out these tasks you will need to go to the National Curriculum website (see link below). 

Task 1: Familiarise yourself with the MFL KS2 and 3 Programmes of Study (National Curriculum) here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-languages-progammes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-languages-progammes-of-study

Task 2: National Curriculum (NC) Subject Knowledge Audit at Key Stage 3

For now, examine the NC in detail and consider your own competence in both your target languages. Reflect on the implications of this for your own development prior to the course and include any action in your Subject Knowledge and Understanding Development Record.

Task 3: National Curriculum subject knowledge audit at Key Stage 4

Please read the attached French, Spanish and German GCSE Subject Content (Department for Education, 2023). This document is to be used, for now, as a grammar reference only (although you may want to read the whole document) so head for the grammar requirements sections in the Appendices, for both your languages.
Alternatively, go to the AQA website below to find specifications for GCSE in both your target languages (you will need to search the language first, then specification, then content/grammar). Familiarise yourself with the grammar requirements for these two languages and begin working on any gaps. Record your progress and learning strategies used in your Subject Knowledge and Understanding Development Record. NB: GCSE specifications are changing for 2024- 2025, and we will examine these changes during the course. It’s fine to choose either the current or new GCSE for your auditing.
AQA home page    http://www.aqa.org.uk/ then subject - - GCSE - - subject content. 
Print or file the content of each section and then rate your competence in each of the topic areas by writing a number (0 = no competence/ knowledge up to 3 for very competent/very secure knowledge) next to each of the items. Reflect on the implications of this for your own development prior to the course and include any action in your Subject Knowledge and Understanding Development Record.

Task 4: Subject knowledge audit at AS and A2 level 

Please go to the AQA website to find specifications for AS and A2 in your main specialist subject. AQA home page http://www.aqa.org.uk/  (Go to Qualifications → A Level → Language → Specification as before).

Focus particularly on the grammar and specialist topic content of these courses and then rate your knowledge and understanding of each of the topics by writing a number (0 = no knowledge up to 3 for very secure knowledge) next to each of the statements. Begin to work on plugging some of the gaps. It is better to work on a few to gain detailed knowledge, which you need to teach the topic rather than gather more superficial knowledge of a greater number of topics. Record your progress in your Subject Knowledge and Understanding Development Record.














MFL Reflection Task Autumn 2026
Please complete the following MFL task: ‘MFL teaching and learning: my reflections.’ You should write between 500 and 1000 words, and the text should be word-processed.  NB: there are two additional questions specifically for trainees who are non-native speakers of English, or who were educated abroad. The deadline for completion is the first day on campus in September. You will need to file this, and all other pre-course tasks carefully for uploading to your Individual Development Portfolio during the autumn term.

This exercise helps you become aware of your personal starting points and to reflect and map changes in your thinking whilst on the PGCE.

Complete the following sentences in as many ways as you wish, to make explicit to yourself what you think is important about learning languages in school (this matters!):

· In primary school, learning a language should be …
· In primary school, language teachers should …
· With 11–16-year-olds, learning a language should be …
· With 11–16-year-olds, languages teachers should …
· At post-16 level, learning a language should be …
· At post-16 level, language teachers should …

· Additional question for non-native speakers of English and for those of you who were educated abroad: While training to teach MFL in England, you are going to need to ‘sign up’ to the ‘English way’ of doing things. What does this mean to you? How will you reconcile this with your own views of what makes a good MFL lesson? 


Pre-course Reading
You might want to get ahead with your reading. My suggestion would be to start by taking a look at the latest Language Trends Survey. It includes useful information as well as some interesting references. 

If you would like to start thinking about the debates that are relevant to MFL, then this is an interesting book.  NB: it is available as an e-book from the University Library, once you have registered, so no need to buy just yet.

· Driscoll, P, Macaro, M, and Swarbrick, A Eds. (2014) Debates in Modern Languages Education Routledge





So, to sum up….
The MFL specific tasks require you to:
· reflect on your personal starting points before you start the course
· audit your MFL subject knowledge in both target languages then begin to develop self-selected aspects of your MFL subject knowledge
· do some pre-course reading and reflection

KEY ACTION POINTS - use this list to check that you have done all you need to do before the course starts.
· Carry out the 4 MFL specific tasks and the MFL mini-reflection task ‘MFL teaching and learning: my reflections’
· Carry out the Fundamental Skills Audits (see offer holder website)
· On the first day of term, please bring with you the products of the MFL specific tasks and your completed Fundamental Skills Audits.


If you want more information about the PGCE Secondary MFL Course or have a query about any aspect of the pre-course requirements, then please get in touch. My details are below. We look forward to meeting you again in September and to working with you!  

Tom Ralph
Head of Initial Teacher Education
Email: t.ralph@exeter.ac.uk
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