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Initiative Awards

Welcome to the LSI Initiative Awards, which support LSI postdocs to independently develop new collaborations within the Institute, to share and exchange skills and to generate new research findings. 

DEADLINE: Permanently open on a rolling basis but with assessment points at three monthly intervals at the end of January, April, July and October (starting from January 2026 onwards – deadline 5pm on the last working day of each listed month). 
SUBMISSION: E-mail completed applications to infoLSI@exeter.ac.uk
ASSESSMENT PROCESS: Any applications received in a given three month period will be reviewed by the LSI Strategy Group against the stated criteria following each rolling deadline. Short-listed applications will be invited to present their proposal to a pitching panel within an LSI seminar slot during the following month (i.e. February, May, September for July submissions, November). Funding decisions will be made during each pitching panel event. Projects should commence within 3 months of the award date. All successful applicants will also be required to submit a report on completion of their project and present a summary of their research at one of the pitching panel seminar slots.
Whilst all applicants will be judged on merit alone, we particularly welcome applications from groups currently underrepresented among previous awardees.
We reserve the right to move applications received towards the end of the university financial year (end of July) forwards to a pitching panel in the following academic year, depending on funding available.


ELIGIBILITY AND ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
Eligibility:
· Applications should principally be between LSI postdocs from two or more different research groups (including LSI affiliate groups).
· The research team may include a PhD student or a non-Professorial PI based in LSI (or non-Professorial Affiliate PI), but must be led by an LSI postdoc. For proposals that include PhD students or PIs, please contact LSI Director Austin Smith in advance of submission to discuss suitability. 
· PhD students will require the support of their supervisors, who must be satisfied that involvement in an Initiative Award would not jeopardise their PhD progress.
All applications should:
· Be new research conceived by the applicants that is demonstrably different or a significant extension from ongoing postdoc/PhD research projects.
· Form a collaboration that combines disciplines, technologies, and/or systems.
· Include one or more elements of upskilling and professional development (e.g. new experimental, computational or data analysis skills). 
· Identify specific research and training outcomes with a plan for taking those outcomes forwards beyond the duration of the grant (e.g. manuscript, external funding application, further training to embed new skills, conference presentation, job application).
· Have the support of the responsible PIs/supervisors for undertaking the planned research within your working hours.

1. Applicant team
	Lead applicant name
Please include your LSI Research Group
	

	Co-applicant name(s)
Please include your LSI Research Group
	



2. Proposal 
	Project title:


	Duration (3-6 months):
	

	Start Date:
	

	End Date:
	

	Summary of research activity to be undertaken (max 500 words)
Provide clear objective(s) with justification of significance. Describe the contribution of each partner in the collaboration. Provide timeline and evidence of feasibility. Explain how the research is different from your current postdoc research.

	















	Research and professional development outcomes and plan for next steps (max 300 words)

	

























3. Project Costs 
	Project Costs:  
· Maximum budget £5,000 (an additional £500 per project is available towards childcare costs if appropriate – if requested please provide details in Section Four).
· Please provide a breakdown of the funding requested. 
· Only direct project costs are eligible; no researcher time (projects must be undertaken with the support of your PI)
(Add further rows as required) 

	Item
	Unit
	Cost per unit
	Cost £

	Consumables
	
	
	

	Facility Costs
	
	
	

	Other*
	
	
	

	
	
	TOTAL COST:
	


* Other costs could include meeting attendance, training courses, software licenses, computing and/or accessories.
4. Justification of Resources:
	Please provide a brief justification of the requested funding (max 200 words, or 250 if also including justification for childcare costs)

	











5. Approval 
	Signature of lead applicant’s PI to confirm support 
	

	Signature of co-applicant’s PI (or PhD supervisor) to confirm support
	

	Date
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