Updated as of 17/8/26
Engaged & Participatory Research Funding Scheme
Application 2026-2027

You can access the full guide for the Engaged & Participatory Research Funding Scheme here: Funding | Public Engagement | University of Exeter
Deadlines:
· Application deadline (10AM Monday 5th of October 2026)
· Notice of awards to all applicants (Friday 23rd of October 2026)
Scoring Rubric
	Criterion
	Description
	Weight (%)
	Relevant application questions

	Aims
	We are looking for projects that align with the aims of this funding scheme.  
	15
	1-3

	Partnership & Communication 
	We are looking for evidence that each partner has a clear and suitable role, that decision-making is shared fairly between university and external partners, and that there is a plan for ongoing communication. 
	15
	4-7

	Project Feasibility
	We are looking for a clear project plan with key milestones and intended outcomes that are realistic for the requested budget and funding period. 
	20
	8-10

	Value for Money
	We are looking for budgets that use funding appropriately and clearly explain planned spending. Where relevant, budgets should include payment for partner time and public involvement. 
	10
	11-13

	Ethical Considerations 
	We are looking for evidence that ethical issues have been carefully considered. 
	10
	14-16

	Inclusivity and Equity
	We are looking for plans to address power imbalances and support meaningful involvement from underrepresented groups, where relevant. 
	10
	17-18

	Mutual Benefit 
	We are looking for a clear explanation of how the project will benefit both university and community partners. 
	10
	19

	Legacy
	We are looking for projects that could lead to future activity or lasting impact.
	10
	20-21



*Note: There are no question numbers within the Microsoft Form application, though the order and content remain the same.

Lead applicant (must be someone internal to the University of Exeter):
Name: 
Position:
Department:
Faculty:
Email:
External applicant (must be external to the University of Exeter):
Name: 
Position:
Organisation: 
Email: 
Additional co-applicant (if applicable):
Name: 
Position:
Organisation:
Email:
Additional co-applicant (if applicable):
Name: 
Position:
Organisation:
Email:
Please list any additional co-applicants and/or partners (if applicable):

Project Title
Please provide a project title: 
Aims (15%)
We are looking for projects that align with the aims of this funding scheme.  
1. Please provide a short, clear summary of your project using plain English and avoiding technical language or jargon. (max 200 words)

2. What are the aims of your project? (max 150 words)

3. How do the aims of your project align with one or more of the aims of this funding scheme? (max 200 words)
Partnership & Communication (15%)
We are looking for evidence that each partner has a clear and suitable role, that decision-making is shared fairly between university and external partners, and that there is a plan for ongoing communication. 
4. Which best describes how your project was initiated? (Check only one) 
☐ University initiated (The project idea was started by the university partner)
☐ External partner initiated (The project idea was started by the external partner)
☐ Co-created (the project idea was developed together through discussion) 

5. Which best describes the current stage of the partnership between the lead university applicant and the external partner(s)? (Check only one)
☐ Early (new partnership) 
☐ Established (the partnership existed before this application) 
☐ Mature (the partnership has worked together on more than one project) 

6. What role will each partner play in this project? Describe their responsibilities and how decisions will be made. (max 200 words) 

7. How will partners communicate throughout the project? (max 150 words) Plan for ongoing dialogue between partners.

Project Feasibility (20%)
We are looking for a clear project plan with key milestones and intended outcomes that are realistic for the requested budget and funding period. 

8. List the activities you will carry out and who will be involved in each one. (max 300 words) 

9. Describe the outcomes you expect the project to achieve. (max 250 words) Outcomes are the changes or benefits resulting from activities and outputs—i.e., the effect of the activity.

10. Provide a timeline for your project, including key milestones and the expected completion date. (max 250 words) Remember that all funded activities must take place between November 2026-June 2027. 

Value for Money (10%)
We are looking for budgets that use funding appropriately and clearly explain planned spending. Where relevant, budgets should include payment for partner time and public involvement. 
11. How much money are you requesting (from £1,000 up to £10,000)?

12. Provide a clear budget breakdown showing planned costs for each activity. Include budget headings and estimated costs. Where relevant, include payment for partner time and public involvement. (max 300 words) 
12a. Does your budget include travel expenses? 
· Yes
· No
12b. If yes, describe how you are following the University of Exeter’s Travel Policy [University_Travel_Policy.pdf] (max 150 words)
13. How will you make effective use of the funding, time and resources available to achieve the project's objectives? (max 200 words)
Ethical Considerations (10%)
We are looking for evidence that ethical issues have been carefully considered. 
14. Will you need approval from an ethics committee to undertake the proposed activities? (Check only one) 
· Yes
· No
· Unsure

15. Have you factored in the time required for gaining ethical approval in your timeline? (Check only one) 
· Yes
· No
· Not applicable

16. Whether or not research ethics approval is required, please briefly explain how you will carry out the project ethically. For example, you may wish to describe how you will avoid harm, protect privacy, obtain informed consent, and keep information confidential where appropriate. (max 200 words)

Inclusivity and Equity (10%)
We are looking for plans to address power imbalances and support meaningful involvement from underrepresented groups, where relevant. 
17. Describe how you will ensure all partners can contribute fairly to decisions and project activities. (max 200 words)

18. If your project involves underrepresented or marginalised groups, please explain how you will support their participation and respect their time, access requirements, and needs. You may also describe any accessibility adjustments you plan to provide. If not applicable, please enter N/A. (max 250 words) 
Mutual Benefit (10%)
We are looking for a clear explanation of how the project will benefit both university and community partners. 
19. Describe how each partner will benefit from the project. (max 150 words) 

Legacy (10%)
We are looking for projects that could lead to future activity or lasting impact. 
20. What positive changes will your project help create? (max 200 words) 

21. Explain how the project could influence practice, policy, and/or future research. (max 200 words)

In submitting this application, you are confirming that: you have read and will comply with the guidance notes for the funding scheme; the information given is accurate; the application has been approved by your departments’ internal processes; the funding can be spent by 30th of June 2027, the work can be carried out by the 30th of July 2027; and end of award reporting will be completed.

☐ I have read the above text and agree. 
☐ I, as the lead applicant employed at the University of Exeter, have approval from my line manager to undertake this work.

Note: Microsoft Copilot was used to support editing this document for clarity, readability, and conciseness. All content was reviewed and approved by the document author. 
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