EduExe Newsletter Festival Special Issue! June 2025
 
This is a special issue focusing on our annual festival of learning  - the amazing Eduexe Festival 2025.
Booking is now open!
Booking for the festival programme sessions are now open here!
 https://forms.office.com/e/5ZNMNyU8Hp
The EduExe newsletter is an initiative for all colleagues involved in education, focusing on news, updates and all things education development and enhancement. This newsletter includes relevant articles and resources according to the time of the academic year, updates on strategic projects, reminders of key deadlines (i.e. for module amendments) and much more! 
If you experience any accessibility issues with this email, you can download a word version on the Educator Development website
 
EduExe Festival 2025: Collective Transformation 
Programme
EduExe Festival is the University of Exeter flagship event that brings a whole university focus on education from a holistic perspective.
From fascinating and sector leading pedagogical innovations to exploring education governance, support services and the future of teaching and learning.
This year we are shining a light on our Exeter colleagues and how we collectively transform teaching and learning through a shared commitment to excellence and innovation.
The theme of ‘Collective Transformation’ draws on the whole university of Exeter approach to Curriculum for Change and how we apply those design principles.
We welcome you to share in each other’s practice through a mix of online, in person events and teaching and learning celebrations.
Below you will find a selection of the full programme themed around assessment, pedagogy, skills and transforming theory into practice. 
 
 
Assessment reimagined
[image: ]
Student Attitudes and Behavioural Responses to Online versus In-Person Examinations: Evidence from a UK University in the Post-Covid-19 Pandemic Era.
The rapid adoption of online assessments during COVID-19 has led to ongoing debates about the suitability of their continued use in higher education. Many universities, having captured some important benefits of moving exams online, are continuing to push for the expansion of virtual assessment methods. Although evidence is very limited, some recent studies suggest that both staff and students prefer online assessments for its convenience and flexibility, with no significant differences in student performance reported compared to traditional on-campus exams. Concerns about academic integrity persist, especially since the recent emergence of generative AI technologies. These have prompted varied and often uncoordinated responses across disciplines, often with limited consideration of their effects on students. This study investigates student attitudes, behaviour, and mindset of students about online versus in-person assessments at a major UK university. Using data from a large survey, the results confirm some widely held beliefs, reveal some unexpected findings, and uncover some puzzling results. The findings of this study provide empirical evidence to inform institutional policies on examination formats in the post-pandemic era. Hosted by Professor Carlos Cortinhas
Online Lecture | Monday 23rd June | 10am - 12pm 
Putting your 'Thinking' Cap on: Inclusive Creative Assessment
Hosted by Dr Gabriela Patricia Garcia Garcia and Dr Lívia Regina Batista-Pritchard. This EduExe online event will be dedicated to exploring innovative and creative assessment practices. We will share, learn, and reimagine how we evaluate students learning. Dr Gabriela Patricia Garcia Garcia will introduce zine-making as a dynamic formative assessment, and discuss how this creative, hands-on process of producing zine can empower students to think critically and creatively about research questions for a subsequent essay as summative assessment. This approach not only engages students actively but also provides a low-stakes opportunity for intellectual exploration, aligning with the principles of Racial & Social Justice by valuing diverse forms of knowledge creation. Dr Lívia Regina Batista-Pritchard will then showcase her interview-based podcast as a groupwork summative assessment, and discuss how this approach can foster communication and critical thinking skills, and provide an authentic way to demonstrate their understanding of threshold concepts discussed in the course. This method exemplifies how assessments can be designed to cater to diverse learning styles, promoting Inclusive Education. Following our presentation, we will facilitate a lively brainstorming session where the participants are invited to rethink their own teaching methods. We encourage you to consider: What is the most creative thing you have done in your practice? Together, we will explore how creative approaches can be adapted and integrated into your own assessment methods, whether formative or summative, ensuring alignment with the goal of fostering Transformative Education.
Online Workshop | Friday, 27th | 10.30am - 11.30am 
 
 
Transforming Pedagogy
[image: ]
How student co-creation can generate authentic resources for inclusive learning
This year, three students from the Faculty of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences have been employed as ‘HASS Success for All’ interns, working towards building a welcoming and inclusive learning community for our students. As part of their internship, Josie Golds, Aarushi Shrivastav and Emily Farquharson developed a resource to help personal tutors better support neurodivergent students.   In this session, they discuss how they drew on their own experiences and insight as students (plus those of their peers and student communities) to identify a need for the resource and shape its development. They share their experiences of the co-creation process and working in the ‘third space’, and offer some advice for staff who are looking to partner with students to co-create learning resources. Hosted by HASS Success for All interns: Josie Golds (MRes Socio-Legal Research), Emily Farquharson (BA Environmental Humanities) and Jennie Fox (Deputy Education Partner, Faculty of Humanities, Arts & Social Sciences).
Online | Monday 23rd June | 12.05 - 12.55pm 
Teaching at Scale: What We’ve Learned from Running 500+ Student Module
Teaching at scale is no longer a niche concern -it’s becoming the new normal. From foundational core modules to interdisciplinary electives, growing student numbers are reshaping how we design, deliver, assess and support university education. But how do we make sure quality doesn’t suffer under quantity? This online discussion panel brings together educators from the University of Exeter who have co-led and taught on some of the institution’s largest undergraduate modules - each enrolling 500+ students. The event builds on the EduExe blog series “Leading Extra-Large Modules”, which shares practice-based insights on planning, pedagogy, assessment and team coordination at scale. Panellists will reflect on their experiences of running flipped and asynchronous teaching, building inclusive and pro-social learning communities, managing high-volume assessments, and supporting diverse student cohorts across disciplines. We’ll also explore the leadership and collaboration needed to make extra-large modules work - from convenors to PTAs and adjunct staff. This session is ideal for academics, educational developers, and professional services staff involved in curriculum design, academic leadership or programme management. Whether you’re already teaching at scale, planning a large new module, or supporting others who do, the session offers practical wisdom and space to reflect on what scalable, student-centred education really looks like. Join us for a dynamic, honest and forward-looking conversation about the future of large-scale teaching in higher education. Provisional list of panel members:
Dr Cliff Li, Mr Adam Lusby, Mr Raphael Dennett and Dr Pratheeba Vimalnath
Discussion panels | Monday 23rd June |15:00-16:00
Education Innovation 
Hosted by Toby Vaughn Kidd 
Online session | Thursday, 26 June | 11:00 - 12pm
 
 
Skills
[image: ]
Transforming Students' Study Skills Together
This workshop will showcase the many and varied opportunities for an interdisciplinary perspective and collaboration between the Study Skills Team and Academic Teaching Teams. Through the session we will illustrate how our support services and resources map to the Exeter Skills Framework and demonstrate how such collaborations can successfully transform the skills of our students. We will explore how we can work together through synchronous and asynchronous activities and you will have the opportunity to 'try before you buy' and test a sample of our resources during the session. The session will be led by Academic Skills Advisers Sam Law, John Shanahan and Saman Mohammed https://experts.exeter.ac.uk/45106-sam-law/about
In person Workshop | Tuesday, 24 June | 10:30–11:30am | Expo Lab 1, The Forum
Digital Upskilling
Digital skills can support collective transformation and the University of Exeter is supporting the digital upskilling of all staff through the release of two new digital tools; the Digital Skills Self Assessment Quiz and Digital Skills Library. The Digital Team will showcase and demo the new Digital Skills product and share more about the institution's Digital Strategy. Hosted by Helen Cocks 
Online session | Wednesday, 25 June | 11:00 - 12pm
Future You - Integrating Skills into the Curriculum
Hosted by Dr Lisa Harris and Raphael Dennett,  Education Innovators and Principal Fellows of Advance HE.                                                       
This session is a hands-on, immersive journey where students will collaborate with real-world innovators, tackle pressing global challenges, and develop the skills to thrive in an unpredictable future. It will equip them with the essential skills, mindset, and tools to thrive in an evolving global workplace. Focused on innovation, collaboration and problem-solving, it prepares students to become proactive change leaders who can develop creative solutions for complex societal and industry challenges, and develop the mindset and skills required to thrive and succeed in any career. Imagine stepping into the future, equipped with the skills, mindset, and confidence to shape it. In a world where AI, automation, and sustainability are redefining careers, Future You will give students the edge by connecting them with industry leaders, cutting-edge technologies, and like-minded peers to solve real challenges. From design thinking to digital fluency, leadership to resilience, they won’t just learn about the future - they’ll actively build it.
Online session | Tuesday, 24 June | 10:00–11:00am
 
 
Theory into practice
[image: ]
Bluetooth for Better Health
Hosted by Dr Julie Pepper, Dr Michelle Civile, this interactive workshop invites you to reflect on how you learn yourself, and how you provide students with the opportunity to self-regulate their learning during online sessions. Whether you're a student, a member of the teaching staff, or part of our support team, this session is open to anyone interested in self-regulated learning (SRL) and personal development. If you have a Bluetooth headset, please bring it along and be prepared to wear it during the session. We also encourage you to Download the MS Teams app on a portable device, and consider if there is any multitasking around your home/office (i.e., getting your daily steps in or household chores) that you can tick off while in this session.

You will be encouraged to think about your own learning strategies—how you plan, stay motivated, manage time, and respond to challenges. The headsets allow you to move freely, engage at your own pace, and immerse yourself in guided reflection. We'll also share insights from our small research project exploring how Bluetooth technology can enhance learning and reflection. Come ready to listen, talk, move, and think deeply about your own learning.
Online Workshop | Tuesday 24th June | 9-9:55am 
Developing and excelling in training undergraduate medical students using AFHEA standards to teach neuroanatomy and various medical and surgical specialties. 
Medical students in the United Kingdom learn not only neuroanatomy and various medical/surgical specialties, but are also expected to learn basic teaching skills as part of their core medical curriculum, and teaching experience is now a requirement for applicants for specialist medical/surgical training posts. The flagship AFHEA training programme was designed to better prepare medical students of the University of Exeter Medical School for the National Undergraduate Neuroanatomy Competition (NUNC) that became the backbone for the AFHEA Medical/Surgical Tutor Support (AMSTS) Programme at the University of Exeter, that has been innovatively supported by the ASPIRE PRP Team. The aim of the presentation is to share the educational strategy, principles and experiences of the Inception Phase, Preparatory Phase, Teaching Phase and the Impact/Success outcomes of the AMSTS Tutor Training programme for three years. The Inception Phase involved creating the programme, gaining institutional support, including student motivations, gaining buy-in by medical students, and incorporating the UK higher education industry-wide AFHEA requirements and the specialist surgical/medical application teaching requirements. Hosted by Dr Hope Gangata.
Online lecture | Friday, 27th | 10am - 11am 
A creative exploration of festival themes to discover educational design and education technology in a Learning café format
Four stations designed to engage practically with educational technology tools considering: AI supported learning design, Creative content creation, Accessibility tools and Improving experience of delivering assessment. Please bring your laptops 
In person | Wednesday 2nd July | 1pm - 3.30pm | Expo Lab 1, The Forum
 
 
Advance HE Fellowship celebratory event 3rd July
[image: ]
As part of the festival this year we are hosting a celebratory event for our Advance HE Fellowship work. This is an invitation only event held across Streatham and Penryn campuses. 
The celebration intends to recognise the achievements and contributions of Exeter who contribute to the delivery of the Advance HE Fellowship as well as our wonderful fellows. There will be engaging activities, networking and of course celebration that connects across campuses.
Please check inboxes for your exclusive invitation! 
 
EduExe blog!
We have a new process for colleagues to submit posts to the EduExe Blog. If you have a post you would like to share, please use our online form!
Read the EduExe blog
Submit to the EduExe blog
 
Interested in contributing to the newsletter?
We will have rolling deadlines for submissions each month, so please get in touch with eduexe@exeter.ac.uk if you would like to contribute!
We welcome your feedback! 
The EduExe newsletter is a new initiative, and we would love to hear from you if you have any feedback! You can share it with us anonymously on our feedback form or by email to eduexe@exeter.ac.uk. 
 
Follow us on social media or visit our website to find out more about educator development and enhancement at Exeter!
[image: LinkedIn][image: Website]
Join the EduExe teams site to connect with educators across the University

image4.jpeg




image5.jpeg




image6.png




image7.png




image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg
) e

500,20 4
=2 7

SE Y

BINS





