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HLS Global Partnerships Development Fund 2026-27





Objectives
The Global Partnerships Development Fund supports the development of international partnerships that have the potential to deliver sustained research, innovation, and academic collaboration.
The Fund is intended to act as a catalyst for the establishment and growth of long-term strategic relationships between academic partners. Applications should demonstrate a clear pathway towards ongoing collaborative activity, such as the development of joint research programmes, research groups, research networks, external funding applications, or other forms of enduring partnership.
A key objective of the Fund is to build international links and foster new collaborative projects capable of securing future external funding. Applicants should demonstrate how the proposed activity could lead to applications for research grants, industry-sponsored projects, or other externally funded initiatives. 
The Fund is not intended to support isolated or standalone research projects where there is no clear prospect of continued collaboration beyond the proposed activity. 
Eligibility
Any academic staff member within HLS is eligible to apply. 

Funding Details

Applications up to a maximum of £4,000 are invited. Funding will be allocated to a lead applicant, who will be responsible for management of the project, and reporting on outcomes. All funded applications must be completed by 1st June 2027, after which any remaining funding will be lost. 
 
Eligible costs include: 
· Travel expenses (in consideration of the policies stated below) 
· Accommodation (also to be secured via Key Travel) 
· Subsistence for Exeter staff during outbound visits 
· Visas for outbound travel 

Application Process

Complete the application form below and submit it to GP-Funding@exeter.ac.uk by 27th November 2026. Applicants will be notified of the outcome by 11th December 2026.

· Endorsement: Ensure your application is endorsed by your Departmental Director of Global Engagement (DoGE) or Head of Department (HoD). Endorsement can be indicated by checking the tick box on p. 3 of this document. 
· Additional Documentation: You may provide further supporting documentation to aid in the assessment of your application. 

Applications will be reviewed by a panel made up of the APVC for Global, DoGEs, and Faculty Global Business Partner. The review process will assess the anticipated outcomes and longer-term impact of each proposal. Preference will be given to applications that demonstrate potential for sustainable collaboration beyond the initial activity, particularly where there are identified opportunities to secure external research funding, develop industry-sponsored projects, pursue commercial partnerships, or attract other sources of external investment.

For any queries regarding the fund or the application process, please contact your Global Partnerships Business Partner, Lucy Herbet, at l.yarde@exeter.ac.uk. 

Award Management
Successful applicants will be responsible for managing their award and handling the administrative tasks associated with the project, including: 
· Financial Management: This includes raising purchase orders, submitting receipts and expense claims, and processing foreign payment requests in T1. Guidance is available [here]. 
· Travel and Accommodation Arrangements: These must be made through Key Travel in accordance with university policy. In any case where an applicant would like to propose using any alternative means to securing travel or accommodation, this must be pre-approved by the Faculty and Global Partnerships and Procurement Teams and be specified in the approved Project Budget before any booking is made. 
· Risk and Insurance: Applicants must complete and submit travel risk assessment and insurance forms

Reporting Requirements 
· Expense Reporting: All expenses must be incurred and reported by 1st June 2027. 
· Post-Project Report: Within 12 weeks of the award's end, award holders must submit a brief post-project report summarising key activities. A Post-Project Report will be circulated after notification of award. 
· Follow-Up Report: Within one year of the award's conclusion, recipients must submit a follow-up briefing on any further developments or outcomes stemming from the collaboration as it matures. 


	
Global PArtnership development Fund (GPDF) APPLICATION form 2026/27


	THIS FORM HAS BEEN DESIGNED TO BE SUBMITTED ELECTRONICALLY. PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT BEFORE PRINTING.

	Name of Applicant: 
	Email:

	Department: 

	Partner Institution: 
	Country: 
	City: 

	Name of Lead Contact at Partner University: 
	Partner Email: 

	Proposed dates of activity: 

	Purpose of Award (Max 250 words): 
Please provide a brief explanation of why you are seeking this funding, including:
· A summary of the activities you plan to undertake during the award period.
· A clear rationale for why you are well-placed to collaborate with the named institution.
· How this funding will support the scheme objectives, as highlighted above.

	




	Evidence of Previous Collaboration (Max 250 words): 
Please provide evidence of previous exploratory work and contacts, and explain how this award will help you expand and develop them:
· Summarise the history of your relationship with the institution or colleague you plan to collaborate with. 
· Include details of any previous activity you've undertaken with this partner. If there are broader links between the partner and your faculty or Department, please mention these too.

	




	Proposed schedule (Max 250 words): 
Colleagues are encouraged to apply for funding for international travel in accordance with the University’s travel policy.
· Provide a detailed summary of your planned activities during the visit, including any key events.
· Be as specific as possible with dates and indicate if there is any flexibility in your proposed itinerary.

	

	
Details of the expected tangible outcomes (Max 250 words): 
Please elaborate on the selected potential outcomes and how their achievement will be measured.

	





	I confirm this project has endorsement from Director of Global Engagement and/or Head of Department ☐


	I confirm this project has endorsement from the partner institution  ☐


	Climate Emergency and Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion Considerations (max 100 words): 
Please consider the following when drafting your application:
· The University of Exeter has declared a Climate Emergency and is committed to reducing our Climate footprint. 
· The University seeks to develop partnerships with institutions that share our  Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion values.
Ensure that you have considered the climate emergency when arranging any travel and include details of how this activity will be delivered in the most sustainable way possible. If this partnership will make any contributions to Exeter’s climate emergency or EDI agenda, please summarise them briefly here. 


	




	

	Proposed costs: 
Provide a detailed breakdown of the projected costs for the proposed activities. You can add additional rows under each Expense Type (e.g., separate rows under Travel for airfare, rail, and taxis).

· Travel Bookings: Follow the University of Exeter International Travel Policy when making travel arrangements through Key Travel, as outlined in the policy guidance.

· Expense Policy: Adhere to the University of Exeter Expenses Policy for all subsistence, accommodation, travel, and associated costs. 

· Cost Estimates: Provide your best estimates for the costs in the table below. Note that actual final costs should not exceed the agreed award amount. Global Partnerships and HLS may not be able to approve or reimburse expenses exceeding the approved grant value.

· New Expenses: If you need to incur additional expenses not included in your approved application, please contact Global Partnerships for prior approval before incurring these costs. Provide a breakdown of projected costs for the activities you have proposed. You may insert more rows for multiple items under any one Expense Type (i.e., separate rows under Travel for airfare, rail, taxis). 


Please note that funds must be spent within the current financial year and cannot be carried forward. For example, funding cannot be used to book travel or incur expenses beyond the expenditure deadline (e.g. flights for August 2027).


	Expense Type
	Item or Service
	Expected timeframe
	Unit Cost (GBP)
	Total Cost (GBP)
	Notes

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	




If this project is (or will be) in receipt of any other funding, please provide details below:


	Total amount of alternative funding secured (GBP):
	

	Source of alternative funding (internal or external) (in GBP):
	

	Award period of alternative funding:
	





Thank you for completing your Application Form for the HLS Global Partnerships Development Fund 2026/27.

Please submit your completed form to gp-funding@exeter.ac.uk
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