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V ® Maximising your time as an International Student in the UK

e Understanding the UK Jobs Market
e Create abrilliant UK Job Application

e Managing Employers & Visas
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Today’s sessionis an INTRODUCTION to...

1. Career Zone Support at Exeter T e
2. Help from International Student Support University \
3. The UK Jobs Market Careers & Visas

4. Part-time Work and Internships \ @
5. A Chance to ask some Questions e
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1. at Exeter
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How to
access
our help
and
advice

University
of Exeter
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CAREER ZONE

* On the website -
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/careers/

* In person at the Career Zone in the Forum
* In1-2-1 appointments (in person or online)
* Online chat function

* Online Resources
* In person & online employability workshops
* Careers newsletters in each faculty


https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/careers/

What can |l talk to Career Zone about?

What can | talk about in a 121 appointment?

* Advice - CV, LinkedIn & application reviews, preparation for
Inferviews, assessment centres

* Career Guidance - focus on you whether you want to explore
career options, have a specific query or are feeling ‘stuck’ in
your decision-making.

e Graduate Jobs
* Internships
 Placements

University
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What is
Handshake?

Jobs Platform: graduate, casual,
permanent and internships

Book Appointments
Book onto Skills Workshops

Book onto Employer Events




CAREER ZONE

* On-campus recruitment

* Getyou a job
What * Recommend you to employers
Career Zone . Give you a list of employers who offer you work
CAN'T do * Write your CV for you

* Tell you what the best job / employer / salary is

University ‘ Career
of Exeter’ | Zone




What else does the Career Zone do?

Internships (for students and graduates)
Part time jobs

Ask an Alum and Career Mentor Scheme
Green Consultants Programme

Grand Challenges Programme
Professional Pathways Programme

The Exeter Award

AN N NN
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http://www.exeter.ac.uk/careers/internships/
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/careers/internships/
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/careers/casualjobs/
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/careers/casualjobs/
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/careers/employability-schemes/aaa/
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/careers/employability-schemes/aaa/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/careers/employability-schemes/careermentorscheme/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/careers/employability-schemes/greenconsultants/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/careers/employability-schemes/greenconsultants/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/grandchallenges/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/grandchallenges/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/careers/employability-schemes/professionalpathways/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/careers/employability-schemes/professionalpathways/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/careers/employability-schemes/exeteraward/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/careers/employability-schemes/exeteraward/

What else does the Career Zone do?

* Green Consultants - training, project,
internship - open to all - no application needed!

 Ask an Alum

e Career Mentor Scheme -opens Sept for Dec-
May mentors (another scheme June-Dec)

* Grand Challenges - June/July annually

 Student Societies

e Overview of schemes | Career Zone | University
of Exeter

Search Career Mentors

on Handshake Jobs CAREER ZONE

page here
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https://www.exeter.ac.uk/careers/employability-schemes/greenconsultants/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/careers/employability-schemes/greenconsultants/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/careers/employability-schemes/aaa/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/careers/employability-schemes/aaa/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/careers/employability-schemes/careermentorscheme/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/careers/employability-schemes/careermentorscheme/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/grandchallenges/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/grandchallenges/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/careers/employability-schemes/overview/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/careers/employability-schemes/overview/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/careers/employability-schemes/overview/

Employment Sector Pages on Career Zone

Employment Sectors

W

4 :
Looking/atidifferent employ?nenf sectorsisagreat way to

Deciding on your career path takes time, curiosity, and planning. It's never too early to start. The
employment sectors listed below will help you; research different careers, keep up to date with
industry news, learn about possible postgraduate routes, and find opportunities.

Accountancy, Banking, Finance Business Analytics, Strategy and Business Operations and Transport and Logistics inc.
and Insurance > Consulting > Management > Space >

University
of Exeter

Career Zone



https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/careers/research/explore/employmentsectors/

Charities, NGOs, Development
Work, International Relations >

Emergency and Uniformed
Services >

Environment, Conservation and

Ecology >

University
of Exeter

Career Zone

Creative Industries and
Performing Arts >

Energy and Earth Resources inc
Renewables >

Health and Social Care inc. Sport
and Exercise >

Education and Teaching including
TEFL >

Engineering and Manufacturing
inc. Electronics >

Heritage and Culture inc.

Galleries >

Hospitality, Travel and Tourism
inc. Events >

Languages and Translation inc.

Interpreting >

s, Government and the
Public Sector >

Law and Legal Services inc. non

Information, Advice and IT, Data and Tech inc. Al and
Guidance > Cyber Security >

Marketing, Publishing and

Law students > Journalism >

Science, Research and

Development >




Career Zone Social Media

| @ ' CAREER ZONE

. podcast
Linked {3
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https://careerzonepodcast.podbean.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/university-of-exeter-career-zone/?originalSubdomain=uk
https://www.instagram.com/uoecareerzone/?hl=en-gb

International Student Webpqges

> Find out more about what jobs > Find out more about what can|l > Find out more about how much
are there in the UK? do with my degree? canl earninthe UK?

When do | start my job search? Help with UK Visas What do UK employers want?

> Find out more when do | start my > Find out around visas and > Find out more about what do UK
job search? working in the UK employers want?

How competitive is the UK? How to find a job in the UK Impressing UK employers
University -

C Z
areereons www.exeter.ac. uk/careers/Jobsandworkplacements/lnternatlonaIstudents/



http://www.exeter.ac.uk/careers/jobsandworkplacements/internationalstudents/

India and China Career Ready Programmes

India
Career

China
Career
Ready

PEMLEEHE




Jobs Platforms STU[]ENT
C!IICUS

* Online Jobs Platform paid for by Exeter for you!

* Specifically for International Students

 Pre-filtered for visa-sponsoring jobs (Graduate
Visa and sponsored roles)

e Register with Exeter email

University
of Exeter

Career Zone



https://exeter.studentcircus.com/login/
https://exeter.studentcircus.com/login/

Job Assessment Register for free now
¢ EXpares with your Exeter email!

G

University of Exeter
Business ‘'School

Welcome to the University of Exeter
Business School Assessments Portal

 Numerical, verbal reasoning, situational judgement, games-based tests,
assessment centres, interviews

University PLUS : : . : :
ofExeter o Practice Video Interviews, Case Study Questions & Employer Guides

Career Zone




:,’ GoinGlobal

Jobs here, there, everywhere.

 Worldwide Jobs Platform
* International Career Guides
* CV and application advices by country

* Set up a personal account on this link with

your University of Exeter email. (Scroll down
to Personalise your Global Experience & Create Account)

 All paid for by the University of Exeter
for you!

University
of Exeter

Career Zone


https://online.goinglobal.com/default.aspx?accid=20180216pitrhjkjhgafiouqrgmbvchgfdaszxuyteqwilugflsiu7ycvhjrtbn0oadjkhgesafjhgUE
https://online.goinglobal.com/default.aspx?accid=20180216pitrhjkjhgafiouqrgmbvchgfdaszxuyteqwilugflsiu7ycvhjrtbn0oadjkhgesafjhgUE

International Student Advice ® Y

Careers & Visas

. @




—_—

Who are we?

International Student Advice

Trained immigration advisers
Experts on Student visas

Provide guidance and information on other
visa categories

University
of Exeter

Careers & Visas

raln University
& of Exeter




Working during your studies International
Student Advice

We can advise on...

* Work hour restrictions during your studies

* Type of work on a Student visa

* Rightto Work checks

University
of Exeter




Work visa options after your studies International

Student Advice

Youth Mobility Scheme visa

Other

visas HK BN(O)
Graduate visa

Specific

fo work Skilled Worker visa



https://www.gov.uk/youth-mobility
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/hong-kong-british-national-overseas-visa-applications

Graduate visa International
. Student Advice

2 years (or 3 years for PhD students) to live and work in the UK

Students must:
* have avalid Student visa
* be awarded their degree
* apply frominside the UK

Watch our presentation — Eligibility, timeframes, application process

* Use our application form guide




Graduate visa application timeline

Graduate visa application timeline

UKVI APPLY FOR

RESULTS RELEASED NOTIFICATION GRADUATE VISA

P>

¥YOUR COURSE

CAS START DATE CAS END DATE STANDARD AWARD DATE
Most students: Complete all
elements of study & degree
conferred by the University

APPLY FOR
AWARD DATE AFTER VISA EXPIRES VISA EXPIRY GRADUATE VISA DELAYED AWARD DATE

Some students due to mitigation or ref/def: _ DATE NOTILIiIKgJ-‘laTIDN Some students due to
Complete after their visa expiry date. In this  2eadlineto ap.ply for mitigation or ref/def:
situation, you are not eligible for the Graduate visa Complete later than normal

Graduate visa. but before their visa expires.




Skilled Worker visa International
Student Advice

The job must have a minimum salary (at least £33,400 - £41,700) or going rate
depending on job and situation)

The employer must be a registered employer with a Skilled Worker licence

You must be offered the job and given a Certificate of Sponsorship (CoS)

Eligibility and application process: Skilled Worker

University
of Exeter



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/register-of-licensed-sponsors-workers
https://www.gov.uk/skilled-worker-visa

Graduate visa
«2 years (3 years for PhD) ONCE

*Does not lead to settlement

*Costs not usually covered by
employer

*Dependants must continue from
Student dependant visas

*No sponsor needed

*Employed or self-employed except
as sportsperson/coach

International
Student Advice

Skilled worker visa

*Up to Syears

*Settlement after 5 years

*Costs maybe covered by employer
*Dependants can apply at any time

*Must be sponsored by an employer
Listed on UKVI register
*Minimum salary dep on job

* Additional work up to 20 hrs/week




What we cannot advise on... International
Student Advice

* Howtogetajob

» Skilled Worker visas in detail

* Routes to Settlement

University
of Exeter




Meed roraieroratiors (e

Need more information? ® e

Careers & Visas

Contact
Digital Drop-ins: book here
Email: visaadvice@exeter.ac.uk

University
of Exeter



http://www.exeter.ac.uk/internationalstudents/accessourservice/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/120164259535
mailto:visaadvice@exeter.ac.uk

3. The UK Graduate Jobs Market

University ‘ Career
of Exeter’ | Zone



How competitive it really is to find work in the UK

Changes to Graduate Vacancies at the UK’s Top Employers 2010 to 2025

A 14.5%

2070 2071 2012 20713 20714 2015 2076 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Source - The Graduate Market in 2025

Source: High Fliers Graduate Market Report 2025

Graduate recruitment at UK’s 100 leading employers
slumped dramatically in 2024 (economic uncertainty
and general election)

2025 saw a small further decrease of 1.3% (poss due
to national insurance increases & lack of growth in
economy)

Median salary for graduates increased to £35,000
(representing a 16.7% sector increase since 2021)

Most generous salaries in Investment Banking, Law,
Consulting - some exceptions e.g. Aldi at £50K

Applications for graduate vacancies have increased
by 28% year on year on average

Sectors experiencing growth in 2025 — Consulting,
Media, Retailing

Largest recruiters were Accounting & Professional
Services, Engineering/Industrial, Public Sector,
Investment Banking, Armed Forces and Media



Changes in Graduate Vacancies in
UK’s top 100 employers 2025

Changes to Graduate Vacancies at the UK'’s Leading Employers in 2025

Recruiting 100+ graduates . 39
more than in 2024 2

Recruiting 51-100 graduates
more than in 2024 =

e than o 204
more than in 2024 7%

Recruiting the same number

o,
of graduates as in 2024 &%

3
S Bty
fewer than in 2024 32%

Recruiting 51-100 graduates . 39,
fewer than in 2024 ?

Recruiting 100+ graduates A
fewer than in 2024 . 3%

Not recruiting any . 29/
graduates in 2025 z

30

Percentage of top graduate employers
Source - The Graduate Market in 2025

University
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Graduate Salaries at the UK’s Top Employers in 2025, by Sector or Industry

University
of Exeter

Investment banking £60,000

Law £56,000
Consulting £50,000
Banking & finance £45,000

Oil & energy £42,000

Consumer goods £38,000 G rq d U G 1- e
Accounting & professional services £37,000 S + + °
Chemical & pharmaceuticals q r I n g
°
Armed Forces £34,700 S G I G rl es by
Retail £34,000 + 2 025
£34,000 S e C O r

Technology

Engineering & industrial

Public sector

Media - £28,800

£25,000 £30,000 £35,000 £40,000 £45,000 £50,000 £55,000 £60,000

i ) Median starting salaries
Source - The Graduate Market in 2025




Good News! () Py

* Exeterisinthe top 10 universities targeted by
Top UK Employers (2024-2025), ranked 8
 Top 3 Careers Service - Student Crowd 2025

* Global Employer’s Choice Award and Most
Productive Career Service Team (out of 1600
global universities) Xi’an China (May 2025) w

BEST
u

HI'H'III!IIT"I"

IERTCROWD




How do UK employers recruit m
of Exeter
g I'a d U ateS ? Careers & Visas

Direct online applications on company website

Graduate Job Platforms and industry specific sites

Careers Fairs or employer-led events (you will still apply online)

Speculative Applications —(small or medium sized employers)
LinkedIn

Indeed, Monster Jobs etc.

University
of Exeter

Career Zone




How do Top UK
employers recruit?

University
of Exeter

Career Zone

Recruitment Promotions used by the UK's Top Employers in 2023-2024

Employer Promotions

Digital brochure
Printed brochure

Online Recruitment Events

Presentations or skills events

Virtual careers fairs

On-Campus Recruitment Events

In-person careers fairs

Presentations or skills events

Academic talks or lectures

Pop-ups, installations or other
‘splash events’ on campus

Other Campus Recruitment Promotions
Sponsorship of student societies,
clubs or sporting teams

Brand ambassadors
Recruited & managed by supplier

Brand ambassadors
Recruited & managed in-house

g

(=]
N
(=]
$u
=]
1)
(=]
oo
(=]

Percentage of top graduate employers
The Craduate Market in 2024




It depends....

. * Locati
How hard is it to oEaton

_ . * Job Sector
gEt d JOb in the * Size of employer — multinational, international, national,
UK? SME

e Graduate schemes or other types of jobs
 How much you learn about UK job applications



Success also depends on: m

- How much you engage with Careers Support CATERES O Vs

- How much you are prepared to believe & persevere \J

- Your organisation & time management

You Need...

University
of Exeter




Recruitment in the UK

Flowe 61 *Employers are less focused on

Minimum entry requirements for graduates (143 organisations) deg reeresulisor subjec'l' studied.

* Increased focus on evidencing soft
skills e.g. communication,
resilience, ability to work in diverse
teams etc.

* Allemployers want agile and
flexible employees as roles are
constantly changing.

« Digital/tech skills are a must in

2:1 degree

2:2 degree

Specific subject degree(s)

Minimum UCAS tariff or A level grades

H’I’l

Relevant work experience EVERY role!
 Employers also want more diverse
Postgraduate degrec - [ 2% teams - culturally, socio-
Other E economically and by degree
discipline.
No minimum entry requirements  [18% e Al is Changing how employers
recruit too

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 26% 30% 35% 40% 45% 50%

g emea— e

*Behavioural & Aptitude testing still assesses candidate potential
* Different in other countries!

Career Zone




UK employers value skills.....
...and they don’t mind where you get them!

Part time work

Societies

Sport

Competitions

Student Representative roles
Volunteering

Projects

Internships

Work Shadowing

Job Simulations - Forage, Bright Network
Other extra-curricular activities

University

of Exeter

Career Zone



MOONTaNT

Things to understand about the
UK Graduate Jobs Market

* The majority of employers accept all degree subjects* for all
jobs

* Employers are looking for “potential” and not the “finished
product”

There is no separate job market for masters' graduates in the
UK*

 Salaries vary widely by industry, company, and area of the
country.

Career Zone: ‘Employment Sector’ page and ‘What can | do
with my degree’ pages

Prospects: job profiles

*There are some technical areas that require specific degrees and / or MSc but
these are in the minority i.e. Town Planning / Quantity Surveying


https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/careers/research/sector/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/careers/research/degree/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/careers/research/degree/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/careers/research/degree/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/careers/research/degree/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/careers/research/degree/
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles

Graduate Schemes or Graduate Jobs?

Graduate schemes Graduate jobs
* Large, well known companies * Smaller companies
* Structured programme * Responsibility from the start, with

in-house training

* Will often supfport with a
qualification if asked

* Less competitive

* Year round deadlines

e CV / Cover letter & interview
* Boutique, specialist

* 1-3 years

* Often include a qualification

* Rotations possible

* Competitive

* Early deadlines (Nov-Jan)

* Long, complicated application

process 1
Sclohgl * Can still be global (but may not be)
* Recruitment September- Dec/Jan * Often small or medium sized companies,
University . i recruit based on need, all year round
of Exeter * Each employer has different deadline

* Usually with 3/4 months lead time
Career Zone * Takes long time 6 - 12 months



Careers Fairs 2025

* Careers & Placements Fair 215t October
2025 (Graduate, Placement &
Internship roles)

« STEM Careers Fair 4t November 2025

e Law Careers Fair 19t November 2025

Student Employment Week - 29t Sept -
2nd October

University

of Exeter

Career Zone



https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/careers/events/careersfairs/

University ‘ Career
of Exeter’ | Zone

Student Employment Week: Monday 29 September - Thursday 2 October

e Chat to the Student Employment Team about Exeter Employability Schemes and Programmes

* Visit employer stands in The Forum to meet different organisations and industry professionals.

* Attend workshops on topics like Applying for Internships as an International Student,
Neurodiversity in the Workplace and Personal Branding.

* Understanding Internship Schemes for International Students — 29" September 12:00 - 13:30 -

book here
1 LEARN 2 DEVELOP X3 INSPIRE X 4 CONNECT
Learn about what the Develop your skills Be inspired to take your Connect with local

Career Zone offers next steps employers


https://exeter.joinhandshake.co.uk/edu/events/53313

4. Part-time Work &
Internships

Careers & Visas

University ‘ Career
of Exeter’ | Zone




Part-timeor
Casual Jobs

University
of Exeter

Career Zone

Look for jobs on:

* Indeed

* LinkedIn

* Handshake

* On company websites

* By calling into high street
employers in Exeter with
your CV



Exeter’s internships

e Exclusive to Exeter students
* During your studies - SCP /SBP
e After your studies — GBP

Graduate
Business
Partnerships
(GBPs)

University
of Exeter

Career Zone



http://www.exeter.ac.uk/careers/internships
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/careers/internships

India & China Student Campus Partner Internships

Closing Date: 6™ October 2025
10 hours per week maximum

career | India SCP

China SCP

Scan this code to find
out more and apply on

‘g?iggggly To help you write a good application, book onto Understanding Handshake
internship schemes for International Students — Monday 29t
Career Zone

September 12:00 — 1:30 pm



https://exeter.joinhandshake.co.uk/job-search/210911?query=scp+india&page=1&per_page=25
https://exeter.joinhandshake.co.uk/job-search/207108?query=scp+china&per_page=25&page=1 https://exeter.joinhandshake.co.uk/edu/posti
https://exeter.joinhandshake.co.uk/stu/events/53313
https://exeter.joinhandshake.co.uk/stu/events/53313

/——\

oy

University \

How competitive is it really to Cf&v
find work in the UK?

N

Your ability to tailor your application for each job/employer :
Your organisation & time management ITALL
How much you engage with Careers Support & Advice at Exeter DEPENDS
Your language skills ':

Ability to explain your value

o A W E

Ability to explain (simply) the visa rules particularly for SMEs (small and
medium-sized enterprises)



Prioritise improving your English @ of Excter’
Language Skills

Most employers will expect a level similar to
native speakers

C'MONI “\
LET'S SPEAK

Make time to improve your language skills

English Language Skills Support at Exeter

ENGI.Ii/
Intercultural Café - every Friday, ISCA Eats, -
Cornwall House (Streatham) 10 — 11:30

Join Student Societies — social, sports,
hobbies, business, fun!



https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/english-language-skills/timetables/timetablessupport/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/english-language-skills/timetables/timetablessupport/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/international/livingintheuk/getinvolved/interculturalcafe/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/international/livingintheuk/getinvolved/interculturalcafe/
https://my.exeterguild.com/
https://my.exeterguild.com/

/—_\

i ksh N\
Careers & Visas Workshops ® e
Autumn 2025 Careers & Visas
\
. @

\

V ® Maximising your time as an International Student in the UK

e Understanding the UK Jobs Market
e Create abrilliant UK Job Application

e Managing Employers & Visas

University
of Exeter
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Next Steps

 Loginto Handshake & check regularly for events & skills sessions

 Bookinto aCareers & Visas Workshop for international students - search
‘International’ or ‘Careers & Visas’ on Handshake

 Find International Student Community & Support pages & watch the Graduate
Visa webinar or book a 1:1 appointment

 Book onto India Career Ready/China Career Ready workshops on Handshake
* Access English Language Support early

 Join asociety - meet new people - will help you settle in and will also be good for
your CV!

University
of Exeter

Career Zone


https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/international/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/international/applyingforavisa/workingvisas/graduatevisa/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/international/applyingforavisa/workingvisas/graduatevisa/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/international/accessourservice/

Ask your Careers or Visa
questions here on Padlet?

University
of Exeter

Career Zone



https://padlet.com/jwright518/what-every-international-student-needs-to-know-about-working-tyrz0u5dkwggazx3
https://padlet.com/jwright518/what-every-international-student-needs-to-know-about-working-tyrz0u5dkwggazx3
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