Qualifications Guide 
INDIA

Undergraduate 

Year 12 / 10+2   
	Board 
	Commerce / Social Studies stream
	Science / Engineering stream
	Refer to INTO UG diploma

	CBSE 
(national board)
	80% average. Maths / quant subjects will need checking for Accounting or Economics courses
	80% average for science courses

80 to 85% average for non science courses or M level progs. Check Maths
	65-80% average (and Maths 65%)
Where below this and English weak, INTO foundation only

	ISC 
(national board)

Reputedly broader & harder than CBSE


	80% average. Maths / quant subjects will need checking for Accounting or Economics courses
	80% average for science courses

80 to 85% average for non science courses or M level progs. Check Maths
	65-80% average (and Maths 65%)
Where below this and English weak, INTO foundation only

	W Bengal 
e.g. Kolkata. Has a broad curriculum and higher level material some at UG level.  Strict marking.

	70% average. 

If specific subject required suggest 70% should be max as high grades are rare.
	70% average

70-75% for M level programmes 

 
	55-70% average (and Maths 55%)
Where below this and English weak, INTO foundation only

	Maharashtra
e.g. Mumbai / Pune.  
Also referred to as Junior College (JC) under Mumbai University.


	80% average. Maths / quant subjects will need checking for Accounting or Economics courses
	80% average for science courses

80 to 85% average for non science courses or M level progs
	65-80% average (and Maths 65%)
Where below this and English weak, INTO foundation only

	Tamil Nadu (Chennai) / Karnataka (Bangalore)
	85% average
	85% average for science courses


	70-85% average (and Maths 70%)
Where below this and English weak, INTO foundation only


	Other Boards 
(e.g. Kerala, Goa, Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat)

	On individual basis but look for 90% average. Foundation may be most appropriate otherwise

	On individual basis but look for 90% average. Foundation may be most appropriate otherwise
	75-90% average (and Maths 75%)
Where below this and English weak, INTO foundation only


Description / offer making:  there are two national boards (ISC and CBSE) and a number of regional boards all of which conduct exams at the end of year 10 (GCSE equivalent) and at the end of year 12 (AS level per subject). Students follow differ subject streams: Commerce (with or without Maths), Social Studies or Science.  Students normally take English plus an Indian language, but the latter if listed should be excluded from the offer, as should subjects such as PE.  Our recognition is normally on the basis of a group of 5 or more subjects excluding the Indian language.  

Schools may additionally want to specify minimum grades in relevant subjects. 

Please note: changes to CBSE year X board grading scheme as of 2011 onwards.  

Scores may be given as an alphabetical grade as well as / instead of numerical grade: 

	Marks range
	Grade
	Grade point

	91-100
	A1
	10.0

	81-90
	A2
	9.0

	71-80
	B1
	8.0

	61-70
	B2
	7.0

	51-60
	C1
	6.0

	41-50
	C2
	5.0

	33-40
	D
	4.0


For enquiries from holders of (usually more vocational) diplomas – please see Appendix 2. 
English Language 

Students who achieve the following minimum grades in their year 12 English subject at the first attempt are exempted from IELTS / TOEFL test requirement:
	Year 12 Board 
	IELTS 6.5 equivalent
	IELTS 7.0 equivalent

	CBSE   /  ISC /  West Bengal 
	65
	75

	Maharashtra 
	70
	80

	Tamil Nadu  /  Karnataka
	75
	85

	Other state boards
	Not accepted
	Not accepted


CBSE board is often taught in English/Hindi,  ISC board in English only.  Top schools all teach in English and generally students with the funding to study overseas will regard English as their first language. 

Postgraduate 

	Bachelors degree types
	Institution
	State
	2:1 equivalent
	2:2 equivalent
	Refer to INTO Grad Diploma  (Finance / Mgt / Law / MPA)

	(across all)
BA

BSc 

BCom 

(Commerce)

BBA

(Business Administration)

BE

(Engineering) 

BTech 

(usually Engineering / Biosciences)
LLB 

(Law: 3 or 5 yrs)
	University of Delhi 

University of Calcutta


	Delhi

W Bengal
	55%+
	50%
	40 - 50%

or where do not meet a 2:1 direct entry requirement



	
	University of Mumbai
University of Pune (Engineering degrees)

	Maharashtra

Maharashtra
	60%+ in final year
(as long as also min 50% in first 2 years of study)
	55% in final year
(as long as also min 50% in first 2 years of study) 
	40 - 55% 

or where do not meet a 2:1 direct entry requirement



	
	Anna University (if expressed as a %)

University of Pune
University of Madras
University of Bangalore 

Panjab University

Guru Nanak Dev University

Jadavpur University 
Karnatak Unversity 

Tata Institute of Social Sciences

Punjabi University

Birla Institute of Technology (BIT) (if expressed as a %)


	Tamil Nadu

Maharashtra

Tamil Nadu

Karnataka

Punjab

Punjab

W Bengal

Karnataka

Maharashtra

Punjab

Jharkhand
	60%+
	55%
	40 - 55% 

or where do not meet a 2:1 direct entry requirement

	
	Universities using GPA  system  (out of 10): 

any Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) – see Appendix 3
Birla Institute of Technology (BIT), Ranchi
Birla Institute of Technology and Science (BITS), Pilani

AMITY University

any National Institute of Technology (NIT) – see Appendix 3
SASTRA University
West Bengal Institute / University of Technology  
Vellore Institute of Technology (VIT)

Jaypee Institute of Information Technology

ANNA University (if expressed as gpa)
Karnatak University (if expressed as gpa)

any National Institute of Fashion Technology (NIFT) – see Appendix 3 
SRM University

Dr M.G.R Educational and Research Institute 

Bharath University

KIIT University

Marathwada Krishi Vidyapeeth Uni 
Manipal Institute of Technology / Manipal University 

Dr  D.Y. Patil University

Nirma University 

Swami Ramanand Teerth Marathwada University

Universities using GPA system  (out of 4):

Manipal University (if twinning programme with US partner)

Narsee Monjee Institute of Management Studies (NMIMS)

Symbiosis International University  


	Various

Jharkhand 
Rajasthan

Delhi/Lucknow/ Jaipur

Various

Tamil Nadu

W Bengal

Tamil Nadu

Uttar Pradesh

Tamil Nadu

Karnataka

Various

Tamil Nadu

Tamil Nadu

Tamil Nadu

Orissa 
Maharashtra

Karnataka

Maharashtra

Gujarat
Maharashtra
Karnataka

Maharashtra

Maharashtra
	6.5+
7.0+

7.5+

8.0+
3.3+

3.2+

3.2+
	5.5 

6.5
7.0

7.5
2.8
2.7
2.7
	4.0 - 5.5

5.0 - 6.5

5.5 – 7.0

6.0 – 7.5
2.3 – 2.8
2.2 – 2.7
2.2 – 2.7

	
	All other recognised universities / institutions

Insufficient information upon which to differentiate degree class. Therefore: 

60%  / 8.0 gpa / 4.0 gpa / 3.0 gpa  minimums as a safeguard


	Various
	Min 60% 
8.0 gpa (out of 10) 

4.0 gpa (out of 5) 

3.0 gpa (out of 4) 

	45 – 60%

	
	IILM, offering University of Bradford (UK) BA degrees

Welingkar Institute, offering London External BA/BSc degrees


	Treat as a UK degree:

70%+  = 1:1 

60-69% = 2:1

50-59% = 2:2

40-49% = 3


Description / offer making:  Indian Bachelors degrees are normally 3 years, but Engineering 4 years, and Law can be 5 years post-year XII, or 3 years after any other degree. 

Our basic guideline for entry to a Masters is a ‘first class’ (60% or above) from a min 3 year Indian degree. Where any doubt, use 60% or 8.0 GPA as a standard offer.

Degree classification for the majority of universities is based on the final two years of study. The University of Delhi assesses all three years. The University of Mumbai (and University of Pune Engineering degrees) take only the final year into account, hence a need to check minimum 50% performance in previous years.  

Many universities have multiple colleges affiliated to them.  Whilst an over-simplification, consider only the awarding institution (i.e. the university) when making an offer. 
Indian Masters are equivalent to UK Masters. They are normally 2 years (4 semesters) in duration.  Entry to MPhil / PhD appropriate subject to performance (benchmark = 60%+)
Post-graduate Diploma courses exist in various subjects, but vary significantly in quality and alone are unlikely to compensate for poor undergraduate performance.
Appendix 1: 
Useful resources: 

For a full list of recognised universities see India; institution listing on NARIC.  Note – individual colleges will not be given here, but a college should be affiliated to a recognised university, or if autonomous, should be accredited by the relevant regulatory authority for the programme it offers.  
The Association of Indian Universities also provides a comprehensive university listing:  www.aiuweb.org 

Click on ‘Members Listing’ tab.
The University Grants Commission lists institutions including ‘deemed universities’ and autonomous colleges (and also regulatory authorities): www.ugc.ac.in/index.html
Click on 'Inside HE' then see: ‘State Universities’, ‘Deemed Universities’ or 'Colleges'. 
Another useful resource, that includes a quality assessment, is the National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) website at: http://www.naacindia.org/    Hover on "Assessment & Accreditation” (top of page) then click “Accredited Institutions”, then search by the relevant Indian state.  Please note - this is not a full list of Indian universities / colleges because assessment is on a voluntary basis. 
Appendix 2: 

Enquiries from Diploma holders for entry to Bachelors:

Usually awarded by the State Board of Technical Education, or increasingly, by Edexcel with a local partner. These are mostly in Science or Engineering and vary in length from 1 to 4 years.  Academic students are less likely to follow this route.  Check if the qualification was post year 10 or 12?  Maximum entry-point to Bachelors degree post-year 10 + diploma is first year. 

· One year diploma = equiv to Vocational GCSE Grades A* to C. 

· Two year diploma = equiv to BTEC National Diploma / (AVCE). 

· Three year diploma = comparable to BTEC Higher National Certificate (HNC) standard, provided standard XII was the entry qualification. 

    Grading is by a percentage system similar to degree level. 

· EdExcel HND - second year entry may be possible if post standard 12 and good grades 
Appendix 3: 

Indian Institutes of Technology (IIT) are public, autonomous, premier league Engineering and Technology-oriented institutions, located at:

IIT Kharagpur,  IIT Mumbai (Bombay),  IIT Chennai,  IIT Kanpur,  IIT Delhi,  IIT Guwahati,  IIT Roorkee,  IIT Bhubaneswar,  IIT Gandhinagar,  IIT Hyderabad,  IIT Patna,  IIT Punjab and IIT Rajasthan.  The final 6 in this list were only recently established (2008).   

National Institutes of Technology (NIT) are also public Engineering colleges of high quality (one step below IITs).  There are currently 20 located at: 
NIT Agartala,  NIT (or MNIT) Allahabad,  NIT (or MANIT) Bhopal,  NIT Calicut,  NIT Durgapur,  NIT Hamirpur,  NIT (or MNIT) Jaipur,  NIT Jalandhar,  NIT Jamshedpur,  NIT Karnataka,  NIT Kurukshetra,  NIT (or VNIT) Nagpur,  NIT Patna,  NIT Raipur,  NIT Rourkela,  NIT Silchar,  NIT Srinagar,  NIT (SVNIT) Surat,  NIT Tiruchirapalli and NIT Warangal. 
National Institutes of Fashion Technology (NIFT) are public institutions established under the Ministry of Textiles, Government of India, and are of high quality in their subject area (though NIFT degrees unlikely to be relevant for anything other than perhaps Management at Exeter).  There are branches at: New Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Gandhinagar, Hyderabad, Chennai, and Bangalore.
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